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M* Peter Williamſon 


FRENCH ad INDIAN Cruelty: 
Exemplified in the 


L I ? 


And various Viciſſitudes of Fox Tux, of 


Peter Williamſon. 


3 ˙— — 2 — + • 


CONTAINING, 


A particular Account of the Manners, Cuſtomt, and 
Dres, of the Savacts; of their / alping, burning, 
and other Barbarities, committed on the EncL1sH 
in NoxTH-AMERICA, during his Reſidence among 


them : Bein "g at eight Years of Age ſolen from lis - 


Parents, and ſent to PeEenxNSvLVanis, where he was 
ſold as a SLAVE: Af.erwards ma ried and ſettled as 
a Planter, till the Indians deſtroyed his Houſe, and 
every Thing he had, and carried him off a Captive ; 
from whom, after ſeveral Months Captivity, he made 
his Eſcape, and ſerved as a Volunteer and Soldier in 
many Expeditions againſt them. 


Comprehending in the whole, 


A SUMMARY of. the Tranſactions of the ſeveral Provinces | in 


AmERICa; particularly, thoſe relative to the intended Attacks 
on Cxown-PornT and NIAGARA, 


A N D 
An accurate and ſoccinqt Detail of the Operations of the Fa EN eM 


and Ex GILISsH Forges at the Siege of OSFFEGO, wilere the Au- | 


thor was 3 and taken Priſoner. 


0 1418 O, 
A curious DiscoursE on KIDNAPPING. 


Written by HIMSELF, 
The Fourth EDITION, with conſiderable Improvements; 


LON D O N: | 
Printed for the UnFoxTunaTe AUTHOR, 


And Sold by R. Galrrirks, oppoſite Somerſet-Hoole, 
in the Strand. 1759. 


{ Price One Shilling. ] 
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— 


—— In dt — 


TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE. 


WILLIAM PITT, Eſg;. 


One of his Ma JESTY's principal Secretaries of State. 


S IR, 


A LTH O' it may appear a great degree 
of boldneſs in me, to attempt the pla- 
cing this ſhort account of my LIE under 
your Patronage, by affixing your name there- 
to; yet, however obſcure the author may be, 
the ſubject handled may not altogether be un- 
worthy of your notice, Herein is exhibited, 
in a conciſe manner, a ſcene of many barba- 
rities, and unheard of cruelties, exerciſed by 
the ſavage Indians, inſtigated by the treache- 
rous French, in America, upon many innocent 
families, ſparing neither the aged, nor the 
moſt tender intants.. Theſe relations, Sir, 
are genuine; many of them I was an eye-⸗ 
witneſs to, and ſome of them I was the ſub- 
ject of. The ſtation you are placed in, the 
integrity of your views, the depth of your 
penetration in projecting ſchemes to diſtreſs 
the common foe, and your unwearied dili- 
gence in the execution thereof, in ſupport of 
our rights and privileges as men and Chriſt- 
ians, have juſtly rendered you famous, and 
made me deſirous of appearing cloathed with 


your protection. 
A 2 May 


SS  BEDICATION. 
That the great God, who over-rules all 


events, may. bleſs you in your undertakings, 
and grant ſucceſs to your honeſt, ſincere and un- 
wearied endeavours to maintain the Proteſtant 
cauſe; and continue you long at the helm of 
affairs, for the-good of theſe nations, is, and 
ſhall be, the earneſt prayer of, 


87 KR; 


Your moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble ſervant, 


PETER WILLIAMSON. 


C— 


Domeſtic ftrife, and party rage forego, 

Collect pour ftrength, and urge it on the foe, 

See PENSYLVANIA bleeds in ev'ry vein, 

Her houſes ravag'd, and her children lain ! 

Hear her to arms her parent country call, 

Leſt both ſhould periſh in one common fall. 
Rouſe, Britons, rouſe from floth and dull delays: 
Be what you were in ANNE's and EDw ARD's days! 


FRENCH and INDIAN 
C RUPP LL FF, 


HE reader is. not here to expect a large 

; and uſeleſs detail of the ttanſactions of late 
years, in that part of the world, where, 

ever ſince my infancy, it has been my misfortune 
to have lived. Was it in my power indeed, to ſet 
off with pompous diction, and embelliſh with arti- 
ficial deſcriptions, what has ſo ingroſſed the atten- 
tion of Europe, as well as the ſcenes of action for ſome 
you paſt, perhaps I might; but, my poor pen, 
ing wholly unfit for ſuch a taſk, and never other- 
wiſe employed than juſt for my own affairs and 
amuſement, while I had the pleaſure of living tran- 
quil and undiſturbed; I muſt beg leave to deſiſt 
from ſuch an attempt; and if ſuch is expected from 
me, claim the indulgence of that pardon which is 
never refuſed to thoſe incapacitated of performing 
what may be deſired of them. And, as a plain, 
impartial, and ſuccin&@ narrative of my own liſe 
and various viciſſitudes of fortune, is all I ſhall aim 
at, I ſhall herein confine myſelf to plain ſimple 


truth, and, in the dictates, reſulting from an honeſt 
18 A 3 heart, 


| heart, give the reader no other entertainment than 
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what ſhall be matter of fact; and of ſuch things 


as have actually happened to me, or come to my 
own knowledge, in the ſphere of life, in which it 


bas been my lot to be placed. Not, but I hope! 
may be allowed, now and then, to carry on my 


narrative from the informations I have received of 
ſuch things as relate to my deſign, though they have 
not been done or tranſacted in my preſence. - 

It being uſual in narratives like this, to give a 
ſhort account of the author's birth, education, ar d 


Juvenile exploits, the ſame being looked upon as a 


neceſſary, or at leaſt ſatis factory piece of informa- 
tion to the curious and inquiſitive reader; I ſhall, 


without boaſting of a ſamily I am no way intitled 


to, or recounting adventures in my youth, to which 
J was entirely a ſtranger, in a ſhort manner, gra- 
tify ſuch curioſity; not expecting, as I ſaid be- 
fore, to be admired for that elegance of ſtile and 
profuſion of words, ſo univerſally made uſe of in 
details and hiſtories of thoſe adventurers, who have 
of late years obliged the world with their anecdotes 
and memoirs; and which have had ſcarce any other 
exiſtence than in the brains of a bookſeller's or 
printer's Garreiteer; who, from fewer incidents, 
and leſs ſurprizing matter than will be found in this 
ſhort narrative, have been, and are daily enabled, 
to ſpin and work out their elaborate performances 
toairee or four volumes. That I, like them, pub- 
liſh this for ſupport, is true, but as I am too ſenſi- 
ble, the major part of mankind will give much 
more to a bookſeller, to be in the faſhion, or ſa- 
tisfy their curioſity, in having or reading a new 
putfed- off hiſtory or novel, than to a real object of 
diſtreſs, for an accurate and faithful account of a 


| ſeries of misfortunes, I have thought it more ad- 


viſeable to confine myſelf as to ſize and price, than 


by making a larger volume, miſs that aſſiſtance 


PETER WILLIAMSON. 7 
and relief, of which I at preſent am in ſo great 
need, 
Know, therefore, that I was born in Hirnlay, in 
the pariſh of Aboyne and county of Aberdeen, North- 
Britain; if not of rich, = of reputable parents, 
who ſupported me in the beſt manner they could, 
as long as they had the happineſs of having me un- 
der their inſpection ; but fatally for me, and to 
their great grief, as it afterwards proved, I was fent 
to live with an aunt at Aberdeen, where, at eight 
years of age, playing on the key, with others of 
my companions, being of a flout robuſt conſtitu- 
tion, I was taken notice of by two fellows belong- 
ing to a veſſel in the harbour, employed (as the 
| trade then was) by ſome of the worthy merchants 
of the town, in that villainous and execrable prac- 
tice called idnapping; that is, ſtealing young chil- 
dren from their parents and ſelling them as flaves in 
the plantations abroad. Being marked out. by thoſe 
monſters of impiety as their prey, I was eaſily ca- 
joled on board the ſhip by them, where I was no 
ſooner got, 'than they conducted me between the 
decks, 'to ſome others they had kidnapped in the 
fame manner, At that time, I had no ſenſe of the 
fate that was deſtined for me, and ſpent the time in 
childiſh amuſements with my fellow ſufferers in the 
ſteerage, being never ſuffered to go upon deck 
whilſt the veſſel lay in the harbour; which was till 
ſuch a time as they hid got in their loading, with a 
complement of unhappy youths for carrying on 


their wicked commerce. 
In about a month's time the ſhip ſet ſail for 


America. The treatment we met with, and the 
ee incidents which happened during the voy- 
age, 1 hope I may be excuſed from relating, as 
not being, at that time, of an age ſufficient to re- 
mark any thing more than what muſt occur to every 
one on ſuch an-occaſion. However, I cannot for- 
A 4 get, 
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that, when we arrived on the coaſt we were 
eſtined for, a hard gale of wind ſprung up from 
the S. E. and to the captain's great ſurprize, (he 
not thinking he was near land) although having 
been eleven weeks on the paſſage; about twelve 
o'clock at night the ſhip ſtruck on a ſand- bank, off 
Cape May, near the capes of Delaware, and to 
the great terror and affright of the ſnip's company, 


in a ſmall time, was almoſt full of water. The 


boat was then hoiſted out, into which the captain, 
and his fellow villains, the crew, got with ſome 
difficulty, leaving me and my deluded companions 
to periſh ; as they then naturally concluded inevi- 
table death to be our fate. Often in my diſtreſſes 
and miſeries ſince, have I wiſhed that ſuch had 
been the conſequence, when in a {tate of innocence! 
But providence thought proper to reſerve me for fu- 
ture trials of its goodneſs. Thus abandoned and 
deſerted, without the leaſt proſpect of relief, but 
threatened every moment with death, did theſe vil- 
lains leave us. The cries, the ſhrieks and tears of 
a parcel of infants, had no effect on, or cauſed the 
leaſt remorſe in, the breaſts of theſe mercileſs 
wretches. Scarce can I ſay, to which to give the 
preference ; whether to ſuch .as theſe, who have 
had the opportunity of knowing the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, or to the ſavages herein after deſcribed, who 
profane not the goſpel, or boaſt of humanity ; and, 
if they act in a more brutal and butcherly manner, 
yet 'tis to their enc mies, for the ſake of plunder and 
the rewards offered them ; for their principles are 
alike ; the love of ſordid gain being both their mo- 
t.ves, The ſhip being on a ſand-bank, which did 
not give way to let her deeper, we lay in the ſame 
deplorable condition *till morning; when, though 
we ſaw the land of Cape May, at about a mile's 
diſtance, we knew not what would be our fate. 


The 


/ 
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of - The wind at length abated, and the captain (un- 
willing to loſe all her cargo) about 10 o'clock, ſent 
ſome of his crew in a boat to the ſhip's fide to bring 
| us on ſhore, where we lay in a fort of a camp, 
| made of the ſails of the veſſel and ſuch other things 
3 as they could get. The proviſions laſted us until 
we were taken in by a veſſel bound to Philadelphia 
lying on this iſland, as well as I can recollect, near 
7 9, nant-ay Very little of the cargo was ſaved 
_un/amaged, and the veſſel intirely loft. 

When arrived and landed at Philadelphia, the 
capital of Penſy vania, the captain had ſoon people 
enough who came to buy us. He making the molt 
of his villainous loading, after his diſaſter, fold us 
at about 16/. per head, What became of my un- 
happy companions, I never knew; but it was my 
lot to be fold to one of my countrymen, whoſe 
name was ugh Wilſon, a North-Britain, for the 
term of ſeven years, who had in his youth under- 
-gone the ſame fate as myſelf; having been- kid- 
napped from St. Jolnſtoun in Scatland. As I ſhall 
often have occaſion to mention Philadelphia during 
the courſe of my adventures, I ſhall in this place 
give a ſhort and conciſe deſcription of the fineſt 
City in America, and one of the beſt laid out in the 
world, 

This city would have been a capital fit for ag 
empire, had it been built and inhabited according 
to the proprietor's plan. Conſide ring its late foun- 
dation, *tis a large city, and moſt commodiouſly ſi- 
tuated between Delaware and Schuylkill, two navi- 
gable rivers. The former being two miles broad, 
_ and navigable 300 miles for ſmall veſſels. It extends 
in length two miles from one river to the other, 
There are eight long ſtreets two miles in length, 
cut at right angles by ſixteen athers, of one amile 
in length, all ſtrait and ſpacious. The houfes are 


Aately, very numerous, ( being near 3000) and {till 
Y As | | 


An- 
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increaſing, and all carried on regularly according 
to the firſt plan. It has two fronts to the water, 
one on the eaſt ſide _— the Schuylkill, and that 
on the weſt facing the Delaware. The Schuylkill 
being navigable 800 miles above the falls, the eaſt- 
ern part is moſt populous, where the warehouſes, 
ſome three ſtories high, and wharfs are numerous 
and convenient. All the houſes have large orchards 
and gardens belonging to them. The merchants 
that reſide here are numerous and wealthy, many 
of them keeping their coaches, c. In the centre 
of the city there is a ſpace of ten acres, whereon 
are built the ſtate- houſe, market-houſe, and ſchool- 
houſe. The former is built of brick, and has a 
priſon under it. The ſtreets have their names from 
the ſeveral ſorts of timber common in Penſylvanta ; 
as Mulberry-ftreet, Safſafras-ſtreet, Cheſnut-ftreet, 
Beach-ftreet, and Cedar-ftreet, The oldeſt church 
is Chriſt's-Church, and has a numerous congrega- 
tion ; but the major part of the inhabitants, being 
at firſt Quakers, ſtill continue ſo, who have ſeveral 
Meeting- houſes, and may not improperly be called 
the church, as by law eftabliſh'd, being the origi- 
nals. The key is beautiful, and 200 feet ſquare, 
to which a ſhip of 200 tons may lay her broad fide. 
As the advantages this city may boaſt of, has ren- 
dered it one of the beſt trading towns out of the 
Britiſb empire; ſo in all probability it will increaſe 
in commerce and riches, if not prevented by party 
faction, and religious feuds, which of late years 
have made it ſuffer confiderably. The aſſemblies 
and courts of judicature are held here, as in all ca- 
pitals. The French have no city like it in all Ame- 
rica. | 

Happy was my lot in falling into my country- 
man's power, as he was, Contrary to many others 
of his calling, a humane, worthy honeſt man. 
Having no children of his own, and commiſerating 
Maps 5 my 
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my unhappy condition, he took great care of me 
until I was fit for buſineſs; and about the 12th 


year of my age, ſet me about little trifles ; in which 


ſtate I continued until my 14th year, when I was 
more fit for harder work. During ſuch my idle 


| ſtate, ſeeing my fellow- ſervants often reading and 


writing, it incited in me an inclination to learn, 
which I intimated to my maſter, telling him, I ſhould 
be very willing to ſerve a year longer than the con- 
tract by which I was bound obliged me, if he would 
indulge me in going to ſchool ; this he readily agreed 
to, ſaying, that winter would be the beſt time. It 
being then ſummer ; I waited with impatience for 
the other ſeaſon ; but to make ſome progreſs in my 
deſign, I got a primmer, and learn'd as much from 
my fellow-ſervants as [ could. At ſchool, where I 
went every winter for five years, I made a tolerable 
proficiency, and have ever fince been improvin 
myſelf at leiſure hours. With this good maſter, f 
continued till I was ſeventeen years old, when he 
died, and as a reward for my faithful ſervice, left 
me 200 J. currency, which was then about 120ʃ. 
ſterling, his beſt horſe, ſaddle, and all his wearing 
apparel, | ; 

Being now my own maſter, having money in 
my pocket, and all other neceflaries, I employed 
myſelf in jobbing about the country, working for 
any that would employ me, for near ſeven years; 
when thinking I had money ſufficient to follow ſome 
better way of life, I reſolved to fettle ; but thought 
one ſtep neceſſary thereto, was to be married; for 
which purpoſe, I applied to the daughter of a ſub- 
ſtantial planter, and found my ſuit was not unac- 
ceptable to her, or her father, ſo that matters were 
ſoon concluded upon, and we marricd, My father- 
in-law, in order to eſtabliſh us in the world, in an 
eaſy, if not affluent manner, made me a deed of 
eift, of a tract of land, that lay (unhappily for me, 

1 5 A 6 as 
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as it has ſince proved) on the frontiers of the pro- 
vince of Penſyluvania, near the forks of Delaware, 
in Berks county, containing about 200 acres, thirty 
of which were well cleared, and fit for immediate 
uſe, whereon was a good houſe and barn. The 
place pleaſing me well, I ſettled on it; and though 
it coſt me the major part of my money, in buying 
Rock, houſhold furniture, and implements for out- 
door work; and happy as I was in a good wife, yet 
did my felicity laſt me not long: For about the year 
1754, the Indians in the French intereſt, who had 
for a long time before raviſhed and deftroyed other 
parts of America unmoleſted, I may very properly | 
ſay, began to be very troubleſome on the frontrers | 
of our province, where they generally appeared in 
{mall-skulking parties, with yellings, 7 #4 — and 
antic poſtures, inſtead of trumpets and drums; 
committing great devaſtations. The Penſylvanians 
little imagined at firſt, that the Indians guilty of ſuch 
outrages and violences were ſome of thoſe who pre- | 
tended to be in the Engliſb intereſt; which alas! | 
proved to be too true to many of us: For like the 
French in Europe, without regard to faith of treaties, | 
they ſuddenly break out into furious rapid outrages 
and devaſtations, but ſoon retire precipitately, hav- 
ing no ſtores or proviſions but what they meet with 
in their incurſions ; ſome indeed carry a bag with 
biſcuit, or Indian corn therein, but not unleſs they 
have a long march to their deftin'd place of action. 
And thoſe French, who were ſent to diſpoſſeſs us in 
that part of the world, being indefatigable in their 
duty, and continually contriving, and uſing all man- 
ner of ways and means to win the Indians to their 
intereſt, many of whom had been too negligent, 
and ſometimes, I may ſay, cruelly treated by thoſe 
who pretended to be their protectors and friends, 
found it no very difficult matter to get over to their 
inteteſt, many who belonged to thoſe nations in 


amity 
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amity with us: eſpecially as the rewards they gave 


them were ſo great, they paying for every ſcalp of 
an Engliſb perſon 15 J. ſterling, | 

Terrible and ſhocking. to human nature, were 
the barbarities daily committed by the ſavages, and 
are not to be parallel'd in all the volumes of hiſtory ! 
Scarce did a day paſs but ſome unhappy family or 
other fell victims to French, Chicanery, and ſavage 
cruelty. Terrible indeed it proved to me, as well 
as to many others; I that was now happy in an 
eaſy ſtate of life, bleſſed with an affectionate and 
tender wife, who was poſſeſſed of all amiable qua- 
lities, to enable me to go through this world with 
that peace and ſerenity of mind, which every Chriſ- 
tian wiſhes to poſſeſs, became on a ſudden one of 
the moſt unhappy and deplorable of mankind ; 
ſcarce can I ſuſtain the ſhock which for ever recoils 
on me, at thinking on laſt time of ſeeing that good 
woman, the fatal 2d of October, 1754, ſhe that 
day went from home to viſit ſome of her relations, 
as I ſtaid up later than uſual, expecting her return, 
none being in the houſe beſides myſelf, how great 
was my ſurprize, terror and affright when, about 
eleven o'clock at night, I heard the diſmal war- cry, 
or war- whoop of the ſavages, which they make on 


ſuch occaſions, and may be expreſs'd, F/ach, woach, 


ha, ha, hach, woach, and to my inexpreſlible prief, 
ſoon found my houſe was attack'd by them; I flew 
to the chamber-window, and perceived them to be 
twelve in number. They making ſeveral attempts 
to come in, I aſked them what they wanted? They 
gave me no anſwer, but continued beating; and try- 
ing to get the door open. Judge then the condition 
I muſt be in, knowing the cruelty and mercileſs 
diſpoſition of thoſe ſavages, ſhould I fall into their 
hands. To eſcape which dreadful misfortune, hav- 
ing my gun loaded in my hand, I threaten'd them 
with death, if they ſhould not deſiſt. But how 
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vain and fruitleſs are the efforts of one man againſt 
the united force of ſo many ! and of ſuch mercileſs, 
undaunted and blood-thirſty monſters as I had here 
to deal with. One of them that could ſpeak a little 
Engliſh, threatened me in return, "That if J did 
“ not come out, they would burn me alive in the 
“ houſe ;” telling me farther what I unhappily 
perceived, That they were no friends to the 
« Hngliſb, but if J would come out and ſurrender 
« myſelf priſoner, they would not kill me.” My 
terror and diſtraction at hearing this is not to be ex- 
preſſed by words, nor eaſily imagined by any per- 
ſon, unleſs in the ſame condition. Little could I 
depend on the promiſes of ſuch creatures; and yet, 
if I did not, inevitable death, by being burnt alive, 
muſt be my lot. Diſtracted as 1 was in ſuch deplo- 
rable circumſtances, I choſe to rely on the uncer- 
tainty of their fallacious promiſes, rather than meet 
with certain death by rejecting them; and accord- 
ingly went out of my houſe with my gun in my 
hand, not knowing what I did or that I had it. 
Immediately on my approach they ruſhed on me 
like ſo many tygers, and inſtantly diſarmed me. 
Having me thus in their power, the mercileſs vil- 
lains bound me to a tree near the door: they then 
went into-the houſe and plundered and deſtroyed 
every thing-there was in it, carrying off what mo- 
veables. they could; the reſt, together with the 
houſe, which ang For fire to, was conſumed before 
my eyes. The Barbarians not ſatisfied with this, 
ſet fire to my barn, ſtable, and out-houſes, where- 
in were about 200 buſhels of wheat, fix cows, 
four horſes, and five ſheep, which underwent the 
ſame fate, being all intirely conſumed to aſhes, 
During the conflagration, to deſcribe the thoughts, 
the fears, and miſery that I felt, is utterly impoſ- 
ſible, as.'tis even now.'to mention what I feel at 


the remembrance thereof, "31 
Having 
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Having thus finiſhed the execrable buſineſs, about 
which they came, one of the monſters came to me 


with a Temahawk * in his hand, threatening me with 


the worſt of deaths, if I would not willingly go with 


them, and be contented with their way of living. 


This I ſeeming]y agreed to, promiſing to do every 
thing for them that lay in my power; truſting to 


Providence for the time when I might be delivered 


out of their hands. Upon this they untied me, and 

ave me a great load to carry on my back, under 
which I travelled all that night with them, full of 
the moſt terrible apprehenſions, and oppreſs'd with 


the. greateſt anxiety of mind, left my unhappy wife 


ſhould likewiſe have fallen a prey to theſe cruel 
monſters, At day-break, my infernal maſters or- 
dered me to lay down my load, when tyin | 
hands again round a tree with a ſmall cord, they 
forced-the blood out of my fingers ends. They then 
kindled a fire near the tree whereto I was bound, 
which fill'd me with the moſt dreadful agonies con- 
cluding I was going to be made a ſacrifice to their 
barbarity. | 

This narrative, O reader] may ſeem dry and 
tedious to you: My miſeries and misfortunes, great 
as they have been, may be conſider'd only as what 
others have daily met with for years paſt; yet, on 
reflection, you can't help indulging me in the reci- 
tal of them: For to the unfortunate and diſtreſs'd, 
recounting our miſeries, is, in ſome ſort, an alle» 
viation of them. 2 

Permit me therefore to proceed; not by recount- 
ing to you the deplorable condition I then was in, 


* A ToMAHAWX, is a kind of hatchet, made ſomething like 
our Plaiſterer's hammers, about two feet long, handle and all. 


To take up the hatchet (or Tomanawx) am:ng them, is to de- 
| . Clare war, They generally uſe it after firing their guns, by 


ruſhing on their enemies, and fracturing or cleaving their ſcylls 
with it, and very feldom fail of killing at the firſt blow, 


for 
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for that is more than can be deſcribed to you, by 
one who thought of nothing leſs than being imme- 
diately put to death in the maſt excruciating man- 
ner theſe devils could invent. Ihe fire being thus 
made, they for ſome time danced round me after 
their manner, with various odd motions and antic 
geſtures, whooping, hollowing, and crying, in a 
frightful manner, as it is their cuſtom. Having 
ſatisfied themſelves in this ſort of. their mirth, they 
proceeded in a more tragical manner; taking the 
burning coals and ſticks, flaming with fire at the 
ends, holding them near my face, head, hands, 
and feet, with a deal of monſtrous pleaſure and ſa- 
tisfaction; and at the ſame time threatening to burn 
me intirely, if I made the leaſt noiſe or cried out: 
Thus tortured as I was, almoſt to death, I ſuffered 
their brutal pleaſure without being allowed to vent 
my inexpreſſible anguiſh otherwiſe than by ſhedding 
ſilent tears; even which, when theſe inhuman tor- 
mentors obſerved, with a ſhocking pleaſure and 
alacrity, they would take freſh coals, and apply 
near my eyes, telling me my face was wet, and 
that they would dry it for me, which indeed they 
cruelly did. 4 theſe tortures I have 
here faintly deſcribed, has been matter of wonder 
to me many times; but God enabled me to wait 
with more than common patience for a deliverance 
I daily prayed for. | | 
HFaving at length ſatisfied their brutal pleaſure, 
they ſat down round the fire, and roaſted their meat, 
of which they had robbed my dwelling. When 
they had prepared it, and ſatisfied their voracious 
- appetites, they offered ſome to me; though it is 
ealily imagined I had but little appetite to cat, after 
the tortures and miſeries I had undergone; yet, was 
I forced to ſeem pleaſed with what they offered me, 
leſt by refuſing it, they had again reaſſumed their 
Belliſh practices. What I could not cat, I con- 
. trive 
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trived to get between the bark and the tree, where 
] was fixed, they having unbound my hands till 
they imagined I had eat all they gave me; but then 
they again bound me as before; in which deplora- 
ble condition was I forced to continue all that.day. 
When the ſun was ſet, they put out the fire, and 
covered the aſhes with leaves, as is their uſual cuſ- 
tom, that the white people might not diſcover any 
traces or ſigos of their having been there. 

T hus had theſe barbarous wretches finiſhed their 
firſt diabolical piece of work ; and ſhocking as it 
may ſeem to the humane Engliſb heart, yet what J 
underwent was but trifling, in compariſon to the 
torments and miſeries which I was afterwards an 
eye-witneſs of being inflicted on others of my un- 
happy fellow-creatures, | 

Going from thence along by the river Su/quehana 
for the ſpace of ſix miles, loaded as I was before, 
we arrived at a ſpot near the Apalachian mountains, 
or Blue-Hills, where they hid their plunder under 
logs of wood. And, oh, ſhocking to relate! 
from thence did theſe helliſh monſters proceed to a 
neighbouring houſe, occupied by one Jacob Snider, 
and his unhappy family, conſiſting of his wife, five 
children, and a young man his ſervant, They ſoon 
got admittance into the unfortunate man's houſe, 


where they immediately without the leaſt remorſe, 


and with more than brutal cruelty, /ca/ped * the 


* SCALPING, is taking off the ſkin from the top of the 
head ; which they perform with a long knife that they hang 
round their neck, and always carry with them. They cut the 
ſkin round as much of the head as they think proper, ſome- 
times quite round from the neck and forehead, then take it in 
their fingers and pluck it off, and often leave the unhappy crea- 
tures, ſo ſerved, to die in a moſt miſerable manner. Some, who 
are not cut too deep in the temples or ſcull, live in horrid tor- 
ments many hours, and ſometimes a day or two after. The 
ſcalps, or ſkins thus taken off, they preſerve and carry home in 
triumph, where they receive, as is ſaid before, a conſiderable 
{um for every one. 
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tender parents and the unhappy children: Nor 
could the tears, the ſhrieks, or cries of theſe un- 
happy victims prevent their horrid maſſacre: For 
having thus ſcalped them, and plundered the houſe 
of every thing that was moveable, they ſet fire to 
the ſame, where the poor creatures met their final 
doom amidſt the flames, the helliſh miſcreants 
ſtanding at the door, or as near the houſe as the 
flames would permit them, rejoicing, and echoing 
back in their diabolical manner, the piercing cries, 
heart-rending groans, and paternal and affectionate 
ſoothings, which iſſued from this moſt horrid ſacri- 
fice of an innocent family. - Sacrifice ! I think I 
may properly call it, to the aggrandizing the am- 
bition of a king, who wrongly ſtiles himſelf Ae 
Chriſtian! For, had theſe ſavages been never 
tempted with the alluring bait of all- powerful gold, 
myſelf as well as hundreds of others, might till 
have lived moſt happily in our ſtations, If Chriſ- 
tians countenance, nay, hire thoſe wretches, to 
live in a continual repetition of plunder, rapine, 
murder, and conflagration, in vain are miſſionaries 
ſent, or ſums expended for the propagation of the 
goſpel. But theſe ſentiments, with many others, 
muſt before the end of this narrative occur to every 
humane heart. Therefore to proceed; not con- 
tented with what theſe infernals had already done, 
they ſtill continued their inordinate villainy, in 
making a general conflagration of the barn and 
ſtables, together with all the corn, horſes, cows, 
and every thing on the place. l | 
Thinking the young man belonging 'to this un- 
happy family, weuld be of ſome ſervice to them, 
in carrying part of their helliſh-acquired plunder, 
they ſpared his life, and loaded him and myſelf with 
what they had here got, and again marched to the 
B/ue-Hills where they ſtowed their goods as before. 
My fellow · ſufferer could not long bear the cruel treat- 
: ment 
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ment which we were both obliged to ſuffer, and 
complaining bitterly to me, of his being unable to 
proceed any farther, I endeavoured to conſole him, 
as much as lay in my power, to bear up under his 
afflictions and wait with patience, *till by the di- 
vine aſſiſtance, we ſhould be delivered out of their 
clutches; but all in vain, for he ſtill continued his 
moans and tears, which one of the ſavages perceiv- 
ing, as we travelled on, inſtantly came up to us, 
and with his zomahawk, gave him a blow on the 
head, which felled the unhappy youth to the ground, 

where they immediately ſcalped and left him. The 
ſuddenneſs of this murder, ſhocked me to that de- 
gree, that I was in a manner like a ſtatue, being 
quite motionleſs, expecting my fate would ſoon be 
the fame: However, recovering my diſtracted 
'tho..ghts, I diſſembled the uneaſineſs and anguiſh 
which [I felt as well as I could from the Barbarians ; 
but ſtill, ſuch was the terror I was under, that for 
ſome timel ſcarce knew the daysof the week,or what 
I did; fo that at this period, life did, indeed, be- 
come a burthen to me, and 1 regretted my — 
ſaved from my firſt perſecutors, the ſailors, 

The horrid fact being compleated, they kept on 
their courſe near the mountains, where they lay 
ſkulking four or five days, rejoicing at the plunder 
and ftore they had got. When proviſions became 
ſcarce, they made their way towards Suſyuehana z 
where, ſtill to add to the many barbarities they had 
already committed, paſſing near another houſe in- 
habited by an unhappy old man, whoſe name was 
Joln Adams, with his wife and four ſmall children; 
and meeting with no reſiſtance, they immediately 
ſcalped the unhappy wife and her four children, be- 
fore the good old man's eyes. Inhuman and hor- 
rid as this was, it did not ſatiate them; for when 
they had murdered the poor woman, they acted with 


her in ſuch a brutal manner, as decency, or the 
re- 
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remembrance of the crime, will not permit me to 
mention; and this even, before the unhappy huſ- 
band; who, not being able to avoid the ſight, and 
incapable of affording her the leaſt relief, intreated 


them to put an end to his miſerable being; but they 


were as deaf, and regardleſs to the tears, prayers, 


and intreaties of this venerable ſufferer, as they had 


been to thoſe of the others, and proceeded in their 


| helliſh purpoſe of burning and deſtroying his houſe, 
| barn, corn, hay, cattle, and every thing the poor 


man a f-w hours before was maſter of. Having 


ſaved what they thought proper from the flames, 


they gave the old man, feeble, week, and in the 
: Miſerable condition he then was, as well as myſelf, 


burthens to carry, and loading themſelves likewiſe 


with bread and meat, purſued their journey on to- 
wards the Great Swamp; where being arrived, they 
lay for eight or nine days, ſometimes diverting 
themſelves, in exerciſing the moſt atrocious and bar- 
-barous cruelties on their unhappy victim, the old 
-man: ſometimes they would ſtrip him naked, and 
paint him all over with various ſorts of colours, 
which they extracted, or made from herbs and 
roots: at other times they wou'd pluck the white 
hairs from his venerable head, and tauntingly tell 
him, He was a fool for living ſo long, and that they 


Should fhew him kindneſs in putting him out of the 
world; to all which the poor creature could but 


vent his ſighs, his tears, his moans, and intreaties, 
that to my affrighted imagination, were enough to 
penetrate a heart of adamant, and ſoften the moſt _ 
obdurate ſavage, In vain, alas ! were all his tears, 
for daily did they tire themſelves with the various 
means they tried to torment him; ſometimes tying 


him to a tree, and whipping him; at others, ſcorch- 


ing his furrowed cheeks with red-hot coals, and 
burning his legs, quite to the knees: but the good 
old man inſtead of repining, or wickedly arraigu- 
44 ing 
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ing the divine juſtice, like many others in ſuch 
caſes ; even in the greateſt agonies, inceſſantly of- 
fered up his prayers to the Almighty, with the moſt 
fervent thankſgivings for his former-mercies, and 
hoping the flames, then ſurrounding and burning 
his aged limbs, would ſoon ſend him to the bliſsful 
manſions of the juſt, to be a partaker of the bleſ- 
ſings there. And, during ſuch his pious ejacula- 
tions, his infernal plagues would come round him, 
mimicking his heart-rending groans, and piteous 
wailings. One night after he had been thus tor- 
mented, whilſt he and I were fitting together, con- 
doling each other at the misfortunes and miſeries 
we daily ſuffered, twenty-five other Indians arrived, 
bringing with them twenty ſcalps and three priſoners 
who had unhappily fallen into their hands in Canno- 
cojigge, a ſmall town near the river Suſuehana, 
chiefly inhabited by the rh. Theſe priſoners gave 
us ſome ſhocking accounts of the murders and de- 
vaſtations committed in their parts. 'The various 
and complicated actions of theſe Barbarians would 
intirely fill a large volume; but what I have alread 
written, with a few other inſtances which I ſhall 
ſelect from their information, will enable the reader 
to gueſs at the horrid treatment the Zngi/h, and 
Indians in their intereſt, have ſuffered for many years 
paſt, - I ſhall therefore only mention in a brief man- 
ner thoſe that ſuffered near the ſame time with my- 
ſelf, This party, who now joined us, had it not, 
I found, in their power, to begin their wickedneſs 
as ſoon as thoſe who viſited my habitation ; the 
firſt of their "tragedies being on the 25th day 
of Ofober, 1754, when John Lewtis, with his wife, 
and three ſmall children, fell ſacrifices to their 
cruelty, and were miſerably ſca/ped and murdered 
hi; houſe, barn, and every thing he poſſeſſed, being 
burnt and deſtroyed. On the 28th Jacob Miller, 
with his wife and ſix of his family, together with 
5 every 
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every thing on his plantation, underwent the ſame 
fate. The 3oth, the houſe, mill, barn, twen- 
ty head of cattle, two teams of horſes, and every 
thing belonging to the unhappy George Folke, met 
with the like treatment, himſelf, wife, and all his 
miſerable family, conſiſting of nine in number, be- 
ing inhumanly /ca!ped, then cut in pieces, and given 
to the ſwine, which devoured them. I ſhall give 
another another inſtance of the numberleſs and un- 
heard-of barbarities they related of theſe ſavages, 
and proceed to their own tragical end. In ſhort, 
one of the ſubſtantial traders, - belonging to the pro- 
vince, having buſineſs that called him ſome miles 
up the country, fell into the hands of theſe devils, 
who not only calped him, but immediately roaſted 
him before he was dead; then, like Canbals, for 
want of other food, eat his whole body, and of 
his head made what they called an Indian pud 
R | 
| - £08 theſe few inſtances of ſavage cruelty, the 
deplorable ſituation of the defenceleſs inhabitants, 
and what they hourly ſuffer'd in that part of the 
globe muſt ſtrike the utmoſt horror to a human 
ſoul, and cauſe in every breaſt the utmoſt deteſta- 
tion, not only againſt the authors of ſuch tragic 
ſcenes, but againſt thoſe who thro* perfidy, inat- 
tention, or puſillanimous and erroneous principles, 
ſuffered: theſe ſavages at firſt, unrepell'd, or even 
unmoleſted, to commit ſuch outrages and incredi- 
ble depredations and murders. For no torments, 
no barbarities that can be exerciſed on the human 
ſacrifices, they get into their power, are left untried 
or omitted. Rs 
The three priſoners that were brought with theſe 
additional forces, conſtantly repining at their lot. and 
almoſt dead with their exceſſive Fard treatment, 
contrived at laſt to make their eſcape ; but being 
far from their own ſettlements, and not knowing 
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the country, were ſoon after met by ſome others of 
the tribes or nations at war with us, and brought 
back to their diabolical mafters, who greatly re- 
Joiced at having them again in their infernal power. 
The poor creatures almoſt famiſhed for want of 
ſuſtenance, having had none during the time of 
their elopement ! were no ſooner in the clutches of 
the barbarians, than two of them were tied toa tree, 
and a great fire made round them, where they re- 
mained till they were terribly ſcorch'd and burnt ; 
when one of the villains with his ſcalping knife, 
ript open their bellies, took out their entrails, and 
burnt them before their eyes, whilſt the others were 
cutting, piercing, and tearing the fleſh from their 
breaſts, hands, arms, and legs, with red-hot irons, 
*till they were dead. The third unhappy victim 
was reſerv'd a few hours longer, to be, if poflible, 
ſacrificed in a more cruel manner; his arms were 
tied cloſe to his body, and a hole being dug, deep 
enough for him to ſtand upright, he was put there- 
in, and earth ram'd and beat in all round his body 
up to his neck, ſo that his head only appear'd above 
ground; they then ſcalp'd him, and there let him 
remain for three or four hours in the greateſt. 

nies; after which they made a ſmall fire near his 
head, cauſing him to ſuffer the moſt excruciating 
torments imaginable, whilft the poor creature could 
only cry for mercy in killing him immediately, for 
his brains were boiling in his head: Inexorable to 
all his-plaints they continued the fire, whilſt ſhock- 
ing to behold! his eyes guſh'd out of their ſockets; 
and ſuch agonizing torments did the unhappy crea- 
ture ſuffer for near two hours, till he was quite 
dead They then cut off his head, and buried it 
with the other bodies; my taſk being to dig the 
graves, Which feeble and terrified #8 I was, the 


dread of ſuffering the ſame fate, enabled me to do. 
I ſhall not here take up the reader's time, in vainly 
+. 
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attempting to deſcribe what I felt on ſuch an oc 
ſion, but continue my narrative, as more equal to 
my abilities. Wy | | 
A great ſnow now falling, the Barbarians were 
a little fearful, leſt the white people ſhould by their 
traces, find out their ſkulking retreats, which obliged 
them to make the beſt of their waytotheirwinter-quar- 
ters, about 2co miles farther from any plantations or 
inhabitants;'where, after along and tedious journey, 
being almoſt ſtarved, I arrived with this infernal 
crew. The place where we were to reſt, in their 
tongue, is called A/amingo. There I found a num 
ber of Wigwams * full of their women and chil- 
dren, Dancing, ſinging, and ſhooting were their 
general amuſements; and in all their feſtivals and 
dances, they relate what ſucceſſes they have had, 
and what damages they have ſuſtained in their ex- 
peditions; in which I became part of their theme. 
The ſeverity of the cold increaſing, they ſtript me 
of my cloaths for their own uſe, and gave me ſuch 
as they uſually wore themſelves, being a piece of 
blanket, a pair of AZogganes, or ſhoes, with a yard 
of coarſe cloth, to put round me inſtead of breeches. 
To deſcribe their dreſs and manner of living may 
not bealtogether unacceptable to ſome of my readers, 
but as the ſizeof this book will not permit me to 
be ſo particular as I might otherwiſe be, I ſhall juſt 
hh *y „ 
That they in general wear a white blanket, which 
in war time they paint with various figures; but 
particularly the leaves of trees, in order to deceive 
their enemies when in the woods. Their Magganes 
are made of deer-ſkins, and the beſt ſort have them 
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* WricwWaAMS, #* the names they give their houſes, which 

are no more than little huts, made with three or four fork'd 
ſtakes drove into the ground, and cover'd with deer or other 
deins; or for want of them with large leaves and earth. 
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bound round the edges with little beads and ribbands. 
On their legs they wear pieces of blue cloth for 
ſtockings, ſomething like our ſoldiers ſpatter- 
daſhes ;' they reach higher than their knees, but not 
lower than their ancles ; they eſteem them eaſy to 
run in. Breeches they never wear, but inſtead 
thereof two pieces of linen, one before and another 
behind. The better fort have fhirts of the fineſt 
linen they can get, and to thoſe ſome wear ruffles ; but 
theſe they never put on, till they have painted them 
of various colours, which they get from the Pecone 
root, and bark of trees, and never pull them off to 
waſh, but wear them till they fall in pieces. They 
are very proud, and take great delight in wearing 
trinkets ; ſuch as filver plates round their wriſts and 
nects, with ſeveral ſtrings of Vampum (which is 
made of «<ctton, interwove with pebbles, cockle- 
ſhells, &c.) down to their breaſts ; and from their 
ears and noſes they have rings and beads, which 
hang dangling an inch or two. The men have 
no beards, to prevent which they uſe certain inſtru- 
ments and tricks as ſoon as it begins to grow. The 
hair cf their heads is managed differently, ſome 
pluck out and deſtroy all, except a lock hanging 
from the crown of the head, which they interweave 
with Vampum and feathers of various colours. 
The women wear it very long, twiſted down their 
backs, with beads, feathers, and Wampum; and 
on their heads-moſt of them wear little coronets of 
braſs or copper; round their middle they wear a 
blanket inſtead of a petticoat. The females are 
very chaſte, and conſtant to their huſbands ; and if 
any young maiden ſhould happen to have a child 
before marriage, ſhe is never eſteemed afterwards, 
As for their food they get it chiefly by hunting and 
ſhooting, and boil, broil, or roaſt all the meat they 
eat, Their ſtanding-diſh conſiſts of Indian corn 
foak'd, then bruis d and boil'd over a gentle fire, 
n 110 W for 
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for ten or twelve hours. Their bread is likewiſe 
made of this, wild oats or ſun- flower feeds, Set 
meals they never regard, but eat when they are 
hungry. Their gun, Tomahawk, ſcalping knife, 
powder and ſhot, are all they have to carry with 
them in time of war; bows and arrows being ſel- 
dom uſed by them. They generally in war decline 
open engagements 3 buſh- fighting or ſkulking is 
their diſcipline ; and they are brave when engaged, 
having great fortitudein enduring tortures and death, 
No people have a greater love of liberty, or affec- 
tion to their relations; but they are the moſt impla- 
cably vindictive people upon the earth, for they re- 
venge the death of any relation, or any great affront, 
whenever occaſion preſents, let the diſtance of time 
or place be never ſo remote: To all which I may 
add what the reader has already obſerved, that they 
are inhumanly cruel, But, ſome other nations 
might be more happy, if, in ſome inſtances, they 
copied them, and made wiſe conduct, courage, and 
perſonal flrength, the chief recommendations for 
war- captains, or Merowances, as they call them. 
In times of peace they viſit the plantations inhabi- 
ted by the whites, to whom they ſell baſkets, ladles, 
ſpoons, and other ſuch trifles, which they are very 
expert in making. When night comes, if admit- 
ted into any houſe they beg leave to lie down by 
the fire ſide, chuſing that place rather than any 
other, which is ſeldom refuſed them, if ſober, for 
then they are honeſt; but if drunk, are very dan- 
gerous and- troubleſome, if people enough are not 
in the houſe to [quell them. Not would they at 
any time be guilty of ſuch barbarous depredations 
as they are, did not thoſe calling themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, intice them thereto with ſtrong liquors, which 
they are vaſtly fond of; as well as by the pecuniary 
rewards which they give for the ſcalps. If ambi- 
tion cannot be gratified; or. ſuperiority obtained, 
otherwiſe than by the deaths of thouſands; would 
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it not, in thoſe who ſeek ſuch airy phantoms, and 
are ſo inordinately fond of their fellow creatures 
lives, ſavour a little more of humanity to have them 
kill'd inſtantly, and, if they muſt have proofs of 
murder, ſcalp'd afterwards ? than by allowing and 
encouraging ſuch mercileſs treatment, render them- 
ſelves as obnoxious, cruel, and barbarous, to a 
human mind, as the very ſavages themſelves. How- 
ever, they ſometimes ſuffer by their plots and chi- 
canery laid for the deſtruction of others; it often 
happening that the traders or emiſſaries ſent to al- 
lure them to the execution of their ſchemes, rightly 
fall victims themſelves ; for, as they always carry 
with them horſe-loads of rum, which the [ng:ans 
are fond of, they ſoon get drunk, quarrelſome, and 
wicked, and, in their fury, often kill and deftroy 
their tempters: A juſt reward for their wicked 
deſigns! nay, it has ſuch an effect on. them, that 
when ſo intoxicated, they even burn and conſume 
all their own effects, beating, wounding, and ſome- 
times killing their wives and children: But, in diſ- 
putes among themſelves when ſober, they are very 
tenacious of decorum, never allowing more than 
one, to ſpeak at. a time, Prophane ſwearing they 
know not in their own language how to expreſs, 
but are very fond of the French and Engliſb oaths. 
The old people, who are by age and infirmities 
tendered incapable of being ſerviceable to the com- 
munity, they put out of the world in a barbarous 
and extraordinary manner; an inſtance of which 
I had whilſt among them, an opportunity of ſceing 
practiſed on an old Indian. He being, through 
age, feeble and weak, and his eyes failing him ſo 
that he was unable to get his living either by hunt- 
ing or ſhooting; he was ſummoned to appear be- 
fore ſeveral of the leading ones, who were to be 
his judges. Before whom. being come, and having 
nothing to ſay for _— (as how indeed could 
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he prove himſelf to be young) they very formally, 
and with a ſeeming degree of compaſſion, pa 
ſentence on him to be put to death. This was ſoon 
after executed on him in the following manner : 
He was tied naked to a tree, and a boy who was 
to be his executioner, ſtood ready with a Toma- 
hawk in his hands, to beat his brains out : but when 
the young monſter came to inflict the ſentence he | 
was ſo ſhort of ſtature that he could not lift the 
Tomehawk high enough; upon which he was held 
up by ſome others, a great concourſe being preſent z 
and then, though the young devil laid on with all 
his ſtrength, he was not for ſome time able to frac- 
ture the old man's ſcull, ſo that it was near an hour 
before he was dead. Thus are they from their 
youth inured to barbarity ! | 
When they found no remains of life in-him, they 
put him into a holedug inthe ground for that purpoſe, 
in which he ſtood upright. Into his left-hand they 
put an old gun, and hung a ſmall powder horn and 
ſhort-bag about his ſhoulders, and a ſtring of wam- 
pum round his neck; and into his right hand a lit- 
| tle filk purſe with a bit of money in it; then filled 
the hole round, and covered him over with earth. 
This I found to be the uſual manner of treating the 
old of both ſexes; only that the women are killed 
by young girls, and put into the ground with no- 
thing but a ladle in one hand, and a wooden diſh 
in the other. ep Ay 

They are very ftri& in puniſhing offenders, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as commit crimes againſt any of the 
royal families. They never hang any; but thoſe 
ſentenced to death are generally bound to a ſtake, 
and a great fire made round them; but not ſo near 
as to Burn them immediately, for they ſometimes 
remain roaſting in the middle of the flames for two 

or three days before they are dead. 
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. Aﬀter this long digreſſion, it is time to return to 
the detail of my own affairs. — At Alamingo was 1 
kept near two months, until the ſnow was off the 
ground. A long time to be amongſt ſuch creatures, 
and naked as I almoſt was. Whatever thoughts 1 
might have of making my eſcape, to carry them 
into execution was impraQticab'e, being ſo far from 
any plantations or white people, and the ſevere 
weather rendering my limbs in a manner quite ſtiff 
and motionleſs; however I contrived to defend my- 
ſelf againſt the inclemency of the weather as well 
as I could, by making myſelf a little //igwam, with 
the bark of the trees, covering .the ſame , with 
earth, which made it reſemble a cave; and, to pre- 
vent the ill effects of the cold which penetrated into 
it, I was forced to keep a good hre always near the 
oor, | 

| Thus did I for near two months endure ſuch 
hardſhips of cold and hunger as had hitherto been 
unknown to me. My liberty of going about was, 
indeed, more than I could have expected, but they 
well knew the impracticability of my eloping from 
them. Seeing me outwardly eaſy and ſubmillive, 
they would ſometimes give me alittle meat, but 
my chief food was andi corn, dreſſed as I have 
above deſcribed. Notwithſtanding ſuch their civi- 
lity, the time paſſed ſo tedious on that I almoſt be- 
gan to deſpair of ever regaining my liberty, or ſec, 
ing my few relations again; which, with the an- 
xiety and pain I ſuffered on account »f my dear 
wife, often gave me inexpreſſible concern. 

At length the time arrived when they were pre- 
paring themſelves for another expedition againſt the 
planters and white people; but before they ſet out, 
they were joined by many other Indians from fort 
Du. Queſne, well-ſtored with powder and ball they 
had received of the French, 
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As ſoon as the ſnow was quite gone, and no traces 
of their vile foot ſteps could be perceived, they ſet 
forth on their journey towards the back parts of the 
province of Penhylvania, and leaving their wives and 
children behind in their //7gwams. They were 
now a terrible and formidable body, amounting to 
near 150. My duty was to carry what they thought 
proper to load me with, but they never intruſted 
me with a gun. We marched on ſeveral days with- 
out any thing particular occurring, almoſt famiſhed 
for want of proviſions; for my part I had nothing 
but a few ſtalks of Indian corn, which I was glad 
to eat dry: Nor did the Indians themſelves fare 
much better, for as we drew near the plantations 
they were afiaid to kill any game, leſt the noiſe of 
their guns ſhould-alarm the inhabitants. f 
When we again arrived at the Blue-Hille, about 
o miles from Canrocofigge, the Iriſh ſettlement be- 
fote- mentioned, we encamped forthree days, though 
God knows we had neither tents, nor any thing elſe 
to defend us from the inclemency of the air, hav- 
e to lie on by night but the graſs. Their 
uſual method of todging, pitching, or encamping, 
by night, being in parcels of ten or twelve men to 
a fire, where they lie upon the graſs or buſhes, 
wrapt up in a blanket, with their feet to the fire. 

During our ſtay here a fort of council of war was 
held, when it was agreed to divide themſelves into 
companies of about twenty men each; after which 
every captain marched with his party where he 
thought proper. T till belonged to my old ma- 
ters, but was left behind on the mountains with 
ten Indians, to ſtay until the reſt ſhould return; 
not thinking it proper to carry me nearer to Canno- 
cejigge, or the other plantations, 

Here being left I began to meditate on my eſ- 
cape and though I knew the country round ex- 
tremely well, having been often thereabouts, with 
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my companions hunting deer, and other beaſts; 
yet, was 1 very cautious of giving the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cions of ſuch my intentions. However the third 
day after the grand body left us, my companions 
or keepers thought proper to viſit the mountai:s 
in ſearch of game for their ſubſiſtance, leaving me 
bound in ſuch a manner that I could not eſcape : 
At night when they returned, having unbound me, 
we all ſat down together to ſupper on two Pole 
Cats, they being what they had killed, and ſoon 
after (being greatlyfatigued with their day's excurſion) 
they compoſed themſelves to reſt as uſual, Ob- 
ſerving chem to be in that ſomniferous ſtate, I tried 
various ways to fee whether it was a ſcheme to prove 
my intent ions or not, but after making a noiſe and 
walking about, ſometimes touching them with my 
feet, I found there was no fallacy. My beart then 
exulted with joy at ſeeing a time come that I might 
in;all probability be delivered from my captivity ; but 
this joy was ſoon damped by the dread of being 
diſcovered by them, or taken by any ſtraggling 
parties. To prevent-which I reſolved if poſſible to 
get one of their guns, and, if difcquered, to die in 
my defence rather than be taken: tor that purpoſe 
I made various efforts to get one ifcom under their 
heads (where they always ſecured them,) but in 
vain. Fruſtrated in this my firſt eſſay towards re- 
gaining my liberty, I dreaded the thoughts of car- 
rying my deſign into execution: yet, aſter a little 
conſideration, and truſting myſelf to the divine 
N g ſet forwards naked and defenceleſs as 

was. A raſh and dangerous enterprize! Such 
was my terror however that in going from them 
I halted and pauſed every four or five yards, look - 
ing fearfully. towards the ſpot where I had left them, 
left they ſhould awake and miſs me; but when I 
was about two hundred yards from them, I mended 


my pace and made as much haſte as I could to the 
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foot of the mountains; when on a {udden I was 
ſtruck with the greateſt terror and amaze at hearing 
the wood- cry, as it is called, and may be expreſſed 
Jo-hau ! Fo-hau ! which the ſavages 1 had leſt 
were making, accompanied -with the moſt hideous 
cries and howlings they could utter. The bellow- 
ing of lyons, the ſhrieks of hyænas, or the roar- 
ing of tygers, would have been muſic to my ears, 
in compariſon to the ſounds that then ſaluted them. 
They having now miſſed their charge, I concluded 
that they would ſoon ſeparate themſelves and hie in 
queſt of me. The more my terror increa'ed the 
faſter did I puſh on, and ſcarce knowing where I 
trod, drove through the woods with the utmoſt 
precipitation, ſometimes falling and bruiſing my- 
ſelf, cutting my fect and legs againſt the ſtones, in 
a miſerable manner; but though faint and maimed. 
as I was I continued my flight until break- of day, 
when without having any thing to ſuſtain nature, 
but a little corn left, I'crept into a hollow tree, in 
which I lay very ſnug, and returned my prayers 
and thanks to the Divine Being, that had thus far 
favoured my eſcape, But my repoſe. was in a few 
hours deſtroyed at hearing the voices of the ſavages 
near the place where I was hid, threatening and 
talking how they would uſe me, if they got me 
agrin; that I was before too ſenſible of, to have 
the leaſt reſt either in body or mind ſince I had left 
them. However they at laſt left the ſpot where I 
Heard them, and I remained in my circular aſylum 
all that day without further moleſtation. | 
At night I ventured forwards again, frightened 
and trembling at every buſh I paſt, thinking each 
twig that touched me to be a ſavage. The third 
day I concealed myſelf in the like manner, and at 
night T travelled/on in the ſame deplorable condi- 
tion keeping off the main road, uſed by the Indians, 
as much as poſſible, which made my journey my 
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miles longer, and more painful and irkſome than I 
can expreſs. But how ſhall I deſcribe the fear, ter- 
ror, and ſhock, that I felt on the fourth night, 
when, by the ruſtling I made among the leaves, 
A party of Indians, that lay round a ſmall fire, 
which I did not perceive, ſtarted from the ground, 
and ſeizing their arms run from the fire amongſt 
the woods. Whether to move forward or reit 
where | was I knew not, ſo diſtracted was my ima- 
gination, In this melancholy ſtate revolving in my 
thoughts the now inevitable fate I thought waited 
on me, to my great conſternation and joy I was re- 
lieved by a parcel of ſwine that made towards the 
place I gueſſed the ſavages to be; who on ſeeing the 
hogs, conjectured that their alarm had been occa- 
ſioned by them, and very merrily returned to the 
fire, and lay down to ſleep as before. As ſoon as 
I perceived my enemies ſo diſpoſed of, with more 
cautious ſtep and filent tread I purſued my courſe, 
ſweating (though winter and ſeverely cold) with the 
fear I had been juſt relieved from. Bruiſed, cut, 
mangled, and terrified as I was, I {till through the 
divine aſſiſtance, was enabled to purſue my journe 

until break of day, when thinking myſelf far off 
from any of theſe miſcreants I ſo much dreaded, 
I lay down under a great log, and ſlept undiſturbed 
until about noon, when getting up I reached the 
ſummit of a great hill, with ſome difficulty, and 
looking out if I could ſpy any habitations of white 
peoples to my unutterable joy I ſaw ſome, which 

gueſſed to be about ten miles diſtance. 

This pleaſure was in ſome meaſure abated, by 
not being able to get among them that night. 
Therefore, when evening approached, 1 again re- 
commended myſelf to the Almighty, and compoled 
my wearied mangled limbs to reſt. In the morn- 
ing as ſoon as I awoke I continued my journey to- 
wards the neareſt cleared Jands, I had ſeen the day 
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before, and about four o'clock in the afternoon ar- 
rived at the houſe of Fohn Bell, an old acquain- 
tance, where, knocking at the door, his wife, who 
opened it, ſeeing me in ſuch a frightful condition, 
flew from me like lightening ſcreaming into the 
houſe. This alarmed the whole family, who im- 
mediately fled to their arms, and I was ſoon ac- 
coſted by the maſter with his gun in his hand, But 
on my aſſuring him of my innocence as to any 
wicked intentions, and making myſelf known (for 
he before took me to be an Indian) he immediately 
careſſed me, as did all his family, with a deal of 
friendſhip at finding me alive; they having all been 
informed of my being murdered by the favages 
ſome months before. No longer now able to ſup- 
port my fatigued and worn out ſpirits J fainted and 
fell to the ground. From which ſtate having re- 
covered me and perceiving the weak and famiſhed 
condition I then was in, they ſoon gave 'me fome 
_ refreſhment, but let me partake of it very ſparing- 
ly, fearing the ill effects too much at once would 
have on me. They for two or three nights very 
affectionately ſupplied me with all neceſſaries, and 
carefully attended me untill my ſpits and limbs were 
pretty well recruited, and I thought myſelf able to 
ride, when I borrowed of theſe good people (whoſe 
kindneſs merits my moſt grateful returns) a horſe 
and ſome clothes, and ſet forward for my father-in- 
law's houſe in Cheſter county, about 140 miles from 
thence, where I arrived on the 4th day of Fanuary 
1755, but ſcarce one of the family could credit 
their eyes, believing with the people I had lately 
left, that I had fallen a prey to the Indians. 
__ Great was the joy and ſatisfaction wherewith I 
was received and-embraced by the whole family ; 
but, oh, what was my anguiſh and trouble, when 
on enquiring for my dear wife I found ſhe had been 
dead two months. This fatal news, as every hu- 
| mane 
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mane reader muſt imagine, greatly leſſened the joy and 
rapture-l otherwiſe ſhould have felt at my deliverance 

ſrom the dreadful ſtate and company Thad been in. 
The news of my happy arrival at my . father-in- 
law's houſe, after ſo long and ſtrange an abſence, 
was ſoon ſpread round the neighbouring plantations 
by the country people who continually viſited me, 
being.very.defirqus of hearing and eagerly enquiring 
an aceount of my treatment and manner of living 
© among the Jndians. In all which I ſatished them. 
Soon, after this my arrival I was ſent for by his ex- 
celleney Mr. Aorris, the governor, a worthy gen- 
tleman, who examined me very particularly as to 
all incidents relating to my captivity, , and eſpecially 
in regard to the Indians, who had firſt taken me 
away, whether they were French or Engliſb par- 
ties. I aſſured his exce lency they were of thoſe 
who proſeſs d themſelves to be friends of the former ; 
and informed him of the many barbarous and in- 
human actions I bad been witneſs to among them, 
on the frontiers of the province; and alſo that they 
were daily inereaſing by others of our pretended 
friends joining them; that they were all well 
ſupplied by the French with arms and ammu- 
Nition, and greatly encouraged by them in 
their continual, excurſions and barbarities, not only 
in hay ing extraordinary premiums for, ſuch ſcalps as 
they ſhould. take and carry home with them at their 
return, but great preſents of all kinds, beſides rum, 
powder, hall, &c. before they ſallied forth. Hav - 
ing fatished his excellency in ſuch particulars as he 
requeſted, the ſame being put into writing, I ſware 
to the contents thereof, as may be ſeen by thoſe 
ho doubt of my veracity in the public papers of 
that time, as well in England as in Phila el bia. 
Having done with me, Mr. Mir ris gate me three 
pounds, and ſent the affidavit to the aſſembly who 
were then ſitting in the ſtate-houſe at Philadelphia, 
concluding on proper meaſures to check the depreda- 
SE: tions 
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tions of the ſavages, and put a ſtop to the batbarous 
hoſtilities of the diſtreſſed inhabitants, who daily 
ſuffered death in a moſt deplorable condition; be- 
Hides being obliged to abſcond their plantations, and 
the country being left deſtitute for ſeveral hundred 
miles on the frontiers, and the poor ſufferers could 
Have no relief, by reaſon of the diſputes between 
the governor and the aſſembly. The former was led 
by the inſtructions of the proprietor, which was 
intirely againſt the intereſt of the province, ſo that 
It cauſed great confuſion among the people to ſee 
the country fo deſtroyed, and no preparations mak- 
ing for its defence, bin 
However, on receiving this intelligence from his 
exceſlency, they immediately ſent for me. When 
1 arrived T was conducted into the lower-houſe, 
Where the aſſembly then ſat, and was there interro- 
gated by the ſpeaker, very particularly as to all I 
had before given the governor an account of; this 
my firſt examination laſted three hours. The next 
Jay I underwent a ſecond for about an hour and a 
half, when T was courteouſly diſmiſſed, with a pro- 
miſe that all proper methods ſhould be taken, not 
only to accommodate and reimburſe all thoſe who 
had fuffered by the ſavages, but to prevent them 
from committing the like hoſtilities for the future. 
Now returned and once more at liberty to purſue 
my own inclinations, I was perſuaded by my father- 
in-law and friends to follow ſame employment or 
ocher; but the plantation, from whence I was 
tiken, tho* an exceeding good one, could not 
tempt me to ſettle on it again. What my fate 
-wodld have been if 1 had may eaſily be conceived. 
And there being at this time (as the aſſembly too 
Jate for many of us found) a neceſſity for raiſing 
men to check theſe barbarians in their ravaging de- 
predations, I inliſted myſelf as one with the greateſt 
zalactity and moſt determined reſolution, to * 
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the utmoſt of power, in being revenged on the hel- 
Hſh authors of my ruin. General Shirley governor 


of New -England, and commander in chief of his 
majeſty's land forces in North: America, was pitched 


upon, to direct the operations of the war, in that 


part of the world. | 

Into a regiment, immediately under the command 
of this general, was it my lot to be placed for three 
years. This regiment was intended for the fron- 
tiers, to deſtroy the forts erected by the French, as 
ſoon as it ſnould be completely furniſhed with arms, 
Sc. at Boſton in New- England, where it was or- 
dered for that purpoſe. Being then very weak, and 
infirm in body, tho' poſſeſſed of my reſolution, it 
was thought adviſeable to leave me for two months 
in winter-quarters. At the end of which, be- 
ing pretty well recruited in ſtrength, I ſet out for 
Boſton, to join the regiment with ſome others, like- 
wiſe left behind ; and after croffing the river Dela- 
ware, we arrived at New-Ferſey, and from thence 
proceeded thro' the fame by New-York, Middletown, 
Mendon in Connecticut, to Bojton, where we arrived 
about the end of March, and found the regiment 
ready to receive us. 

Boſton, being the capital of New-England, and 
the largeſt city in America, except two or three on 
the Spaniſb continent, I ſhall here ſubjoin a ſhort 
account of it. 

Tis pleaſantly ſituated, and about four miles in 
compaſs, at the bottom of Maſſachuſet's bay, into 


- Which there is but one common and ſafe paſſage, 


and not very broad, there being ſcarce room for 
three ſhips to come in a- breaſt; but once in, there's 
room for the anchorage of 5% fail. It is guarded 
by ſeveral rocks, and above a dozen iſlands; the 
moſt remarkable of theſe iſlands is Czſtle-Iſland, 
which ſands about a league from the town, and fo 
ſituated, that no ſhip of burthen can approach the 
| town, 
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town, Without the hazard of being ſhattered in 
pieces by its canngn. It is now called Hort: Milli- 
am, and mo with 100 pieces of ordnance; 
200 more , which were given to the province by 
queen Anne, are placed ona, platform, ſo as to 
rake a ſhip fore and aft, before ſhe can bring abou 
her braadſides to bear againſt the cattle. Some o 
theſe. cannon are 42 pounders; 5500 able men are 
exempted from all military duty in times of war, 
to be ready. at an hour's. warning, to attend the ſer- 
vice of the caſtle, upon a ſignal of the approach 
of an enemy, which there ſcems to be no gteat 
danger of at Bean; where, in 24 hour's time, 
10,000. effective men, well arm'd, might be ready 
for their defence. According to a computation. of 
the collectors of the Ligbt. bauſe, it appear'd that 
there were 24, ooo tons of ſhipping cleared annu- 
The pier is at the bottom of the hay,,2000 feet 
long, and runs ſo far into the hay, that ſhips of 
the greateſt. burthen may unload without the help 
of. baats or lighters. At. the upper end of the chief 
ſtreet in the town, which comes dawn to the head 
of the pier, is the Town-houſe, or Exchange, a ſine 
building, containing, beſides the walk for merchants, 
the Cauncili chamber, the Hauſe of Commans, and a 
Macious roam for the courts of juſtice. The Aa- 
change is ſurrounded with bookleller's | ſhops that 
have a good tiade: Here being: ive printing-bouſes, 
and the preſſes generally full of work, which is in 
a great meaſure owing to the colleges and ſchgojs 
in New:England ;.and. likewiſe, at Neu hrt and 
Hhiladelnbia, there are ſeyeral printing houſes lately 
erected, and bookſellers conſtantly employed as 
well as at Vinginia, Maryland, Squth. Carclina, Bar- 
hagees, and the Sugar-Iſands. en en 
The town lies in the form of an half: moon 
round the harbour, ,and-;coplilting of about,4000 


houſes 
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houſes, muſt make an agreeable proſpect; the ſur- 
rounding ſhore being high, the ſtreets long, and 
the buildings beautiful. The pavement is kept in 
ſo good order, that to gallop an horſe on it is 35. 44. 
forfeit. The number of inhabitants it computed at 
about 244,000. | ; 

There are eight churches, the chief of which is 
called the Church of 'England-church ; beſides the 
Bapti/i-mecting, and the Quakers meeting. 

The converſation in this town is as polite as in 
moſt of the cities and towns in England. A gentle- 
man of London would fancy himſelf at home, at Baſton, 
when he obſerves the number of people, their furni- 
ture, their tables, and dreſs, which perhaps, is as 
ſplendid as ſhowy as that of moſt tradeſmen in London. 

In this city, learning military diſcipline, and 
wanting for an opportunity of carrying our ſchemes 
into execution, we lay till the firſt of July; dur- 
ing all which time great outrages and devaſtations 
were committed by the ſavages in the back parts of 
the province. One inſtance of which, in particu- 
lar J ſhall relate, as being concerned in rewardin 
according to deſert, the wicked authors thereof. 

Joſeph Long, eſq; a gentleman of large fortune 
in theſe parts, who had in his time been a great 
warrior among the {ndians, and frequently joined 
in expeditions with thoſe in our intereſt, againſt the 
others. His many exploits, and great influence a- 
mong ſeveral of the nations, were too well known 
to paſs unrevenged by the ſavages againſt whom he 
had exerted his abilities. Accordingly in April 
1756, a body of them came down on his planta- 
tion, about 30 miles from Boſlon, and skulking in 
the woods for ſome time, at laſt ſeized an oppor- 
tunity to attack his houſe, in which, unhappily 
proving ſucceſsful, they ſcalped, mangled, and cut 
to pieces, the unfortunate gentleman, his wife, and 
nine ſervants; and then made a general conflagra- 
| "Y tion 
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æion of his houſes, barns, cattle, and every thing 
the poſſeſſed, which, with the mangled bodies were 
all conſumed in one blaze ! But his more unfortu- 
nate ſon and daughter were made priſoners, and 
carried-off by them, to be reſerv'd for greater tor- 
tures. Alarm'd and terrified at this inhuman but- 
chery, the neighbourhood, as well as the people of 
Boſton, quickly aſſembled themſelves, to think of 
proper meaſures to be revenged on theſe execrable 
monſters. Among the firſt of thoſe who offered 
themſelves to go. againſt the ſavages, was James 
'Crewford, eſq; who was then at Boſton, and heard 
of this tragedy ; he was a young gentleman who 
had for ſome years,  p-id his addrefles to Miſs Leng, 
and was in a very little time to have been married 
to her. Diſtracted, raving, and ſhocked as he was, 
he loſt no time, but inſrandly raiſed an hundred reſo- 


Jute and bold young fellows, to go in queſt of the 


villains. As I had been ſo long among them, and 
was. pretty well acquainted with their manners and 
cuſtoms, and particularly their skulking-places in the 
woods, I was recommended to him as.one proper 
for his expedition; he immediately applied to my 
officers and got liberty for me. Never did I go on 
any enterprize with half that alacrity and chearful- 
neſs I now went with this party. My wrongs and 
Tufferings were too recent in my memory, to ſuffer 


me to heſitate a moment in taking an opportunity of 


being revenged to the utmoſt of my power. 

Being quickly armed and provided, we haſtened 
forwards tor Mr. Long's plantation on the 29th, and 
after travelling the moſt remote and intricate paths 
through the woods, arrived there the 2d of May, 
dubious of our ſucceſs, and almoſt deſpairing of 
meeting with the ſavages, as we had heard or could 
diſcover nothing of them in our march. In the af- 
ternoon, ſome. of our men being ſent to the top of 


2 hill to look out for them, ſoon perceiy'd a great 


i ; ; bs 
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ſmoałe ini a part of the low grounds. This we im- 
mediately, and rightly oonjectured to proceed from 
a fire made by them. We accordingly put ourſelves 
into regular order, and marched forwards, reſolv- 


ing, let their number have been what it might, to 


give them battle. | 1010 | 

. Arriving within a mile of the place, captain 
Crawford, whoſe anxiety and pain, made him 
quicker ſighted than any of the reſt, ſoon perceiy'd 
them, and gueſs'd their number to be about 50. 
Upon this we halted, and ſecreted ourſelves as well 
as we could, till twelve o'clock at night. At which 
time, ſuppoſing them to be at reſt, we divided our 
men into two diviſions, 50 in each, and marched 


on; when coming within twenty yards of them, 


che captain fired his gun, which was immediately 
followed by both diviſions in ſucceſſion, who in- 
ſtantly ruſhing on them with bayonets fix d, killed 
every man of bor einne 139 
Great as our joy was, and fluſh'd with ſucceſs as 
we were at this ſudden victory, no heart among us 
but was ready to burſt at the fight of the unhappy: 
young lady. What muſt the thoughts, torments, 
and ſenſations of our brave ca 
we who knew her not, were ſo ſenſibly: affected ! 
For, oh ! what breaſt; tho of the brutal ſavage race 
we had juſt deſtroyed, could, without feeling the 
molt exquiſite grief and pain, behold in ſuch infer- 
nal power, a lady in the bloom of youth, bleſt with 
every female accompliſhment that could ſet off the 
moſt exquiſite beauty | Beauty, which rendered her 
the envy of her own ſex, and the delight of ours, 
enduring the ſeverity of a windy, rainy night! Be- 
bold one nurtered in the moſt tender manner, and 
by the moſt indulgent parents, quite naked, and in 
the open woods, encircling with her alabaſter arms 
and hands a cold rough tree, whereto ſhe was 
hound, with cords ſo ſtraitly pull'd, that the — 
0 tric 
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trickled from her finger s ends! Her lovely tender 
body and delicate limbs, cut, bruis'd, and torn with 


ſtones, and-bpughs:of trees as ſne had been dragg'd 


along, and all beſmear'd with blood! What heart 
can even now, unmoved, think of her diſtreſs, in 
ſuch a deplorable condition; having no creature, 


with the leaſt ſenſations of humanity, near to ſuc- 


cour or relieve her, or even pity. or regard herflow- 
ing tears and lamentable wailings !! 
The very remembrance of the ſight, has at this 
inſtant-ſuch an effect upon me, that I almoſt want 
words to go on. Such then was the condition 
in which we found this wretched fair, but faint and 
ſpeechleſs with the ſhock our firing had given her 
tender frame. The captain for a long time could 
do nothing but gaze upon and elaſp her to his bo- 

, crying, raving, and tearing his hair like one 
bereft of his ſenſes; nor did he tor ſome time per- 


ceive the lifeleſs condition ſhe was in, until one of 


the men had untied her lovely mangled arms, and 


plunder the unhappy lady's cloaths he gently put 
ſome of them about her; and aſter various trials, 
and much time ſpent, .xccovered her diſſipated ſpi- 
rits, the . repoſſeſſion of which fhe firſt manifeſted 
by cagerly fxingher eyes on her dear deliverer, and 
ſmiling with the moſt complaiſant joy, bleſſed the 


Almighty, and him, for her miraculous deliver- 
Ance, _ .- (IOOtWK $07] 0H YES: 19 f 
"5 Pg eee, painful interview, our men 
weie bully employed in cutting, hacking, and 

ſcalping the dead Inuiant; and ſo deſirous Was every 

man to have a ſhare in / ureaking his revenge on 
them, that diſputes happened among ourſelves who 
ſhould be the inſtruments of further ſhewing it on 
their lifeleſs trunks, there not being enough for every 
man to have one wherewith to ſatiate himſelf: 
The captain ohſerving the animolity between us, 
N * | | On 


ſhe fell to the ground. Finding among the villains 
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on this occaſion, ordered, that the two diviſions 
ſhould caſt lots for this bloody, though agreeable 
piece of work : which being accordingly done, the 
party, whoſe lot it was to be excluded from this 
buſineſs, ſtood by with half-pleaſed countenances, 
looking on the reſt : who with the utmoſt chearful- 
neſs and activity purſued their revenge in ſcalping, 
and otherwiſe treating their dead bodies as the moſt 
inveterate hatred and deteſtation could ſuggeſt. 
The work being done, we thought of ſteering 
homewards triumphant with the 50 ſcalps ; but 
how to get the lady forwards, who was in ſuch a 
condition as-rendered her incapable of walking fur- 
ther, gave us ſome pain, and. retarded us a little, 


until we made a fort of carriage to feat her on; 


and then, with the greateſt readineſs, we took.our 


turns, four at a time, and carried her along. This 
in ſome meaſure, made the captain chearful, who 


all the way endeavoured to comfort and revive his 
deſponding afflicted miſtreſs: but alas ! in vain; for 
the miſeries ſhe had lately felt, and the terrible fate 
of her poor brother, of whom, I doubt not but 
the tender - hearted reader is anxious to hear, rendered 
even her moſt pleaſing thoughts, notwithſtanding his 
ſoothing words, corroding and inſufferable. 

The aceount ſhe gave of their diſaſtrous fate and 
dire cataſtrophe, beſides what I have already men- 
tioned, was, that the favages had no ſooner ſeen 
all conſumed, but they hurried off with her and 
her brother, puſhing, and ſometimes dragging them 
on, for four or five miles, when they ſtopt; and 
ſtripping her naked, treated her in a ſhocking man- 
ner, whilſt others were ſtripping and cruelly whip- 
ping her unhappy brother. Aſter which, they in 
the ſame manner purſued their journey, regardleſs 
of the tears, prayers, or entreatios of this wretched 
pair; but, with the moſt infernal pleaſure, laughed 


and rejoiced at the calamitics and diſtreſſes they had 
; | brought 
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brought them to, and ſaw them ſuffer, until they 
arrived at the place we found them; where, they 
Had. that day butchered her beloved brother in tbe 
following ex ecrable and cruel manner: They firſt 
ſcalped him alive, and after mocking his agonizing 
groans and torments, for ſome: hours, ripped open 
his belly, into which they put ſplinters, and chips 


of pine trees, and ſet fire thereto; the ſame (on 


account of the turpentine wherewith theſe trees a- 
bound) burnt with great quickneſs and fury for a 
little time, during which, he remained in a manner 
alive, as ſhe could ſometimes perceive him to move 
his head, and groan. They then piled a great quan- 
tity of wood all round his body, and conſumed it to 


Thus did theſe: Barbarians put an end to the be- 
ing of this unhappy young gentleman, who was 
only 22 years of age when he met his calamitous fate. 
She continued her relation, by acquainting us, that 
the next day was to have ſeen her periſh in the 


Alike manner, aſter ſuffeting worſe than even ſuch a 


terrible death, the ſatisfying theſe diabolical miſereants 
in their brutal luſt. But it pleaſed the Almighty to 


permit us to reſcue her, and entirely extirpate this 


Ef 
'&. * 


crew of devils! _ 105 * nl 
' Marching eaſily on her account, we returned to 


the captain's plantation the th of May, where, as 


well as at Boſton, we were joyfully received, and 
rewarded handſomely for the ſtalps of thoſe ſavages 
we had brought with us. Mr. Crawfird and Mils 
Long, were ſoon after married; and in gratitude to 
the ſervices we had done them, the whole party were 


invited to the wedding, and nobly ent-rtained, but 


no riotous or Noify mirth was allowed, the young 
lady, as we may well imagine, being ſtill under great 
affliction, and in a weak ſtate of health, * 
Nothing further material, that I now remember, 
Happened during my flay at Bſton; to procecd yon 
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fore, with the continuation of our intended expe- 
. dition, KS; 1s | 
On the iſt of July, the regiment began their 
march for Ofwego. The 21ſt we arrived at Albany 
in New-York, through Cambridge, Northampton, and 
Hadfie/d, in New-England. From thence, march- 
ing about twenty miles farther, we incamped near 
the mouth of the Mohawk river, by a town called 
Schenettady, not far from the Endleſs: Mountains. 
Here did we lie ſome time, until batteaux (a fort of 
flat bottomed boats, very ſmall, and ſharp at both 
ends) could be got to carry our ſtores and-proviſions- 
to Ofwego ; each of which, would contain about. 
ſix barrels of pork, or in proportion thereto. T'wo. 
men belonged to every / batteaux, who made uſe of 
ſtrong ſcutting poles, with iron at the ends, to- 
prevent their being too ſoon deſtroyed. by the 
ſtones in the river (one of the ſources of the Ohio) 
which abounded with many, and large ones, and 
in ſome places was ſo ſhallow, that the men were 
forced to wade and drag their batteaux after them. 
Which, together with ſome cataracts, or great falls 
of water, rendering this duty very hard and fatiguing, 
not being able to travel more than ſeven or eight 
Engliſh miles a day, until they came to the Great 
Carrying place at Mod's Creet, where the proviſi- 
ons and batteaux were taken out, and carried about 
four miles to Alliganey, or Ohio great river, that 
runs quite to O/wego, to which place, general Shir- 
ley got with part of the forces on the 8th of Auguſt ; 
but colonel Mercer with the remainder, did not ar- 
rive until the 31ſt. Here we found colonel Scuyler 
with his regiment of New Fer /ey provincials, who. 
had arrived there ſome time before. A ſhort de- 
ſcription of a place, which has afforded ſo much 
occaſion for animadverſion, may not here be alto- 
gether diſagreeable to thoſe unacquainted with our 
ſettlements in that part of the Wolle. 

Loan | Ofw-go 
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- Ofwego is ſituated N. Lat. 43; Deg. 20 M. neat 
the mouth of the river Onandago, on the ſouth- fide 
of the lake Ontario, or Cataraguie. There was ge- 
nerally a fort and conſtant garriſon of regular troops 
kept before our arrival. - In the proper ſeaſons, a fair 
for the Indian trade is kept here: Indians of above 
twenty different nations have been obſerved here at 
a time. The greateſt part of the trade between 
Canada and the Indians of the Great Lakes, and 
ſome parts of the Mi ſiſſippi, paſs near this fort; 
the neareſt and ſafeſt way of carrying goods upon 
this lake, being n, the ſouth-fide of it. The 
diſtance of Albany to Oſwego fort is about 300 miles 
weſt; to render which march more comfortable, 
we met with many good farms and ſettlements in 
the way. The Outatuses, a great and powerful 
nation, living upon the Outatuae river, which joins 
the Catariqus river, (the out · let of the Great Late) 
deal: conſiderably with the New-York trading houſes 
The different nations trading to Oſiuæso ate di- 
ſtinguiſhable by che variety and different faſhions of 
their canoes; the very remote Indiunt are cloathed 
in skins of various forts; and have all fire- arms: 
Some come from ſo far North as Por:-Nelſon, in 
Hudſon's Bay, N. Lat. 57 Deg. And ſome from 
the Chiraer, weſt of Sauth-Curolina, in N. Lat. 
32 Deg. This ſeems indeed to / be a vaſt extent of 
in- land water - carriage, but it is only for canocs, 
and the ſmalleſt of craft. x 16. | 
Nor wilbit in this place be improper to give ſome 
zccount of our friends in thoſe parts, whom we call 
the Alohawts, viz. The [roguors, commonly called 
the Mohawks ;-the' Oneiadaes, the Onondagues,. the 
Gayugaes, and the Senekoas, In all accounts, they 
are lately called the Si Natirns of the New-York 
friendly · Indiaus; the Tuſcararoes, ſtragglers from 
the old Tſcararoes of Worth Curulina, lately are 


. reckoned 
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reckoned as the ſixth... ſhall here reckon them, 
as I have been —— they were formerly. 1. 
The Mwhaw#3; the . upon the Mobawf's or 
Shenef ady river, a "oy or lie North of Netw- 
York, Penſyluamia, Maryland and ſome part of Vir- 
giniaz having a caſtle or village, weſtward from 
Albany forty miles, and another ſixty-five miles weſt, 
and about 160 fenſible men. 2. The Oneiadaes, 
about eighty miles from the Mohawt's ſecond vil- 
lage, conlifting of hear 206 fighting men. 3. The 
Onondagues, about twenty- five miles further, (the 
famous Ofteego trading place, on the lake Ontario, 
is in their country) conſiſt of about 250 men. 4. 
The Cayugaer, about ſeventy miles further, of about 


130 men. And, 5. The Senekear, who reach - 


great way down the river Sſguehanna, conſiſt of 
about 700 marching fighting men: So that the fight. 


ing men of the five of Nik nations of Mohatut, may 


de reckoned'at 15006 men, and extend from Albany, 

Weſt 400 miles, lying in about thirty tribes or go- 
vernments. Beſides theſe; there is ſettled above 
Montreal, which lies N. E. of Oſtbege, a tribe of 


= bis Mort aceount of thefe nations, I think 
it —— to make the Eigliſb reader acquainted 

with, may have oceaſion to mention things 
concerning — them. 

It may not be improper here alſo, to give a ſuc- 
einct detail of the education, manners, religion, 
Cc of the natives. The Indians are born tolera- 
bly. white'z but they take x great deal of pains to 
darken their complexion, by anointing themſelves 
with greafe, and lying in the fun. Their features 
are good, cal thoſe of the women, Their 
limbs clean, ftraight, and well. proportioned, and 
a crooked and deformed perſon is 

mong them, Phey are very inge 


reat rarity a- 
s in their way, 
being 


ſcoundrel run- ways from the Afohawks; they are 
cafed' Xabnuagrs, eonſiſting of about eight men, 


| 
| 
\ 
\ 
: 


48 THE LIFE or 


bein neither ſo ignorant, nor ſo innocent, as ſome 
people imagine: On the contrary, a very under- 
ſtanding generation are they, quick of apprehenſion, 
ſudden in diſpatch, ſubtile in their dealings, exqui- 
ſite in their inventions, and in labour aſſiduous: 
The world has no better markſmen with guns, or 
bows and arrows, than the natives, who can kill 
birds flying, fiſhes ſwimming, and wild-beaſts run- 
ning; nay, with ſuch prodigious force do they diſ- 
charge their arrow, that one of them will ſhoot a 
man quite through, and nail both his arms to bis 
body with the ſame arrow. | 
| 45 to their religion, in order to rae > the dif- 
ferent. accounts exhibited by travellers, we muſt 
ſuppoſe that different tribes may have different no- 
tions, and different rites: And though I do not 
think myſelf capable of determining the caſe with 
the preciſion and accuracy I could wiſh; yet, with 
what. I have collected from my own obſervation 
when among them, and the information of my bro- 
ther- captives, Who have been longer converſant 
with the Indians than I was; I ſhall readily give the 
public all the ſatisfaion I can. 

Some aſſure us the Iudians worſhip the. i images of 
ſome inferior deities, whoſe anger they ſeem to 
dre:d ; on which account the generality of our travel- 
lers denominate the objects of their devotion, devils; 
though at the ſame time, it is allowed they pray 
to their inferior deities for fucceſs in all their under- 
takings, for plenty of food and other neceflarics of 
life. It appears too, that they acknowledge one 
| Supreme Being. but him they adore not, becauſe 

they believe he is too far exalted above them, and too 
happy in himſelf to be concerned about the trifling 
affairs of poor mortals. They ſeem alſo to believe 
a future ſtate, and that, after death, they will be re - 
moved to their friends, who have gone before them, 
to an Ehiſum IH af ad- * the / gſiern Moun- 
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tage Others again, allow them either ro religion 
at all, or, at moſt, very faint ideas of a Dcity ; but 
all agree that they are extravagantly ſuperſtitious, 
and exccedingly afraid of evil ſpirits. To theſe 
Dæmons they make oblations every new=-moon, for 
the ſpace of ſeven days ; during which time, they 
caſt lots, and ſacrifice one of themſelves, putting 
the perſon devoted to the moſt exquiſite miſery they 
can invent, in order to ſatisfy the devil for that 
moon ; for they think if they pleaſe but the-evil 
ſpirit, God will do them no hurt. ; 

Certain however it is, that thoſe Indians, whom 
the French prieſts have had an opportunity of mi- 
niſtring unto, are induced to believe, "That the 
« Son of God came into the world to fave all 
© mankind, and deſtroy all evil ſpirits that now 
ce trouble them; that the Engliſb have killed him, 
and that ever ſince, the evil ſpirits are permitted 
e to walk on the earth: That if the Eygliſb were 
&« all deſtroyed, the Son of the Good man, who is 
& God, would come again, and baniſh all evil- 
&« ſpirits from their lands, and then they would 
ce have nothing to fear or diſturb them.” Cajoled 
by theſe falſe but artful inſinuations of the French 
Jeſuits, the Indians from that time, have endeavour- 
ed to maſſacre all the E- gliſb, in order that the Son 
of God might come again on the earth, and rid 
them from their ſlaviſh fears and terrible apprehen- 
ſions, by exterminating the objects thereof. 

Being no's at Ofawego, the principal object that 


gave at that time any concern to the America m, 1 


all, before I continue my own account, give 4 
ſhort recital of what had been done in theſe parts, 
in regard to the defence and preſervation of the fort, 
and the colonies thereabouts, before I came, upon 
ſuch authorities as I got from thoſe who had been 
2 at Oſwego, and 1 can well depend upon for 

uu: 4 g 2 b 10 
9 | C ; Gene- 


* — <w 
» ea — — _ —Byůy— ô— — —U— 2 . ——— mn 


So TAE LIFE or 


General Shirley, in 1754, having erected two 
new forts on the river Onondaga, it ſeemed probable, 
that he intended to winter at Ofwego with his army, 
that he might the more readily proceed to action in 
the enſuing ſpring. What produced his inaRivity af- 
terwards, and how it was, that fort O/wegs was not 
taken by the French in the ſpring of 1755, are 
things my penetration will not enable me to diſcuſs, 
But O/wego is now loſt, and would have been fo in 
the ſpring of 1755, if more important affairs had 
not made the French . . it. At this time the 

arriſon of Oſwego conſiſted only of 100 men, un- 

er captain King. The old fort being their only 
protection, which mounted only eight four poun- 
ders, was incapable of defence, becauſe it was com- 
manded by an eminence directly croſs a narrow ri- 
ver, the banks of which were covered with thick 
wood. 12 WA * 
In May 1755, Ofwego being in this condition, 

and thus garriſon'd ; thirty French batteaux were 
ſeen to paſs and two days after eleven more; each 

batteau (being much larger than ours) containing 
fifteen men: ſo this fleet conſiſted of near 600 men: 
A force, which with a ſingle mortar, might ſoon 
have taken poſſeſſion of the place. ; 

A reſolution was now taken to make the fort 
larger, and ere ſome new ones; to build veſſels 
upon the lake; to. increaſe. the garriſon ; and pro- 
vide every thing neceſſary to annoy the enemy, (0 
as they might render the place tenahle. Captain 
Broadſtreet arriving on the 27th of ay at the fort, 
with two companies, ſome ſmall ſwivel guns, and 
the firſt parcel of workmen, made ſome imagine 
that a ſtop would be put to the French in their car- 
rying men in ſight of the garriſon ; yet, they ſtill 
permitted eleven more French batteaux to paſs by, 
tho' we were then ſuperior to them in theſe boats, 


or at leaſt in number. The reaſon our forces could 
5 I | : not 
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t attack them, was, becauſe they were four miles 
in the Offing, on board large veſſels, in which the 
ſoldiers could ſtand to fire without being overſet ; 
and our battt aux, in which we muſt have attacked 
them, were ſo ſmall, that they would contain only 
ſix men each, and fo tickliſh, that the inadvertent 
motion of one man would overſet them. No care, 
however, was taken to provide larger boats againſt 
another emergency of the ſame kind. At Ofwege, 
indeed, it was impracticable for want of tron-work ; 
ſuch being the provident forecaſt of thoſe who had 
the management of affairs, that tho" there were 
ſmichs enough, yet, there was, at this place, but 
one pair of bellows, ſo that the firſt accident that 
ſhould happen to that neceſſary inſtrument, would 
ſtop all the operations of the forge at once. 

The beginning of June, the ſhip-carpenters ar- 
rived from Beton, and on the 28th of the ſame 
month, the firſt veſſel we ever had on the lake On- 
ſario, was launched and fitted out: She was a 
ſchooner 40 feet in the keel, had 14 oars, and 12 
ſwivel guns. This veſſel, and 320 men, was all 
the force we had at Ofwegr, the beginning of Fuly, 
and was victualled at the expence of the province of 
New-York. Happy indeed, it was, that the colony 
proviſtons were there; for ſo little care had been 
taken to get the king's proviſions ſent wp, that, when 
we arrived, we muſt have periſhed with famine, 
had we not found a ſupply, which we had little rea- 
lon to expect. 

About the middle of July, an attack was again 
expected, when we (the forces under general Shir- 
le) were {till near zoo miles diſtant. And, if the 
attack had then been made, with the force the ene- 
my was known to have had at hand, it muſt, for the 


reaſon I have jut before given, have fallen into their 
policfion, | 
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Such was the ſtate of Oſwego, when we arrived 
there: Where we had been but a ſmall time, be- 
fore proviſions began to be very ſcarce;; and the 
| king's allowance being ſtill delay'd, the provincial 
ſtores were ſoon exhauſted, and we were in danger 
of being ſoon famiſh'd, being on leſs than half-al- 
lowance, The men being likewiſe worn out, and 
fatigued with the long march they had ſuffered, and 
being without rum (or allowed none at leaſt) and 
other proper nutriment, many fell ſick of the flux, 
and died; ſo that our regiment was greatly reduced 
in ſix weeks time: A party that we left at the im- 
portant carrying- place, at d', Ci eek, being abſo- 
lutely obliged to deſert it ſor want of neceſſaries. 
Sickneſs, death and deſertion, had at length ſo 
far reduc'd us, that We had ſcarce men enough to 
perform duty, and protect thoſe who were daily at 
work. The Indians keeping a ſtrict look out, ren- 
der'd every on: who paſs d the out- guards or centi- 
nels in danger of being ſcalp'd or murder'd. To 
prevent conſequences like theſe, a captain's guard of 
ſixty men, with two lieutenants. two ſerjeants, two 
corporals, and ene drum, beſide: two flank-guards 
of a ſerjeant, corporal, and twelve men in each, 
were daily mounted, and did duty as well as able, 
Scouting- parties were likewife ſent out every day: 
But the ſickneſs ſtill continuing, and having. 300 
men at work, we were oblig'd to leſſen our guards, 
till general Ppperels regiment join'd us. | 
A little diligence being now made ule of, about 
the middle of September, four other veſſels were got 
ready, viz» A deck'd ſloop of eig!t guns, four 
pounders, and zo ſwivels ; a deck'd ſchocner, eight 
guns, fcur pounders, and twenty eight ſwivels ; one 
undeck'd ſchooner, of fourtcen ſwivels, and four- 
teen oars, and another of twelve ſwivels, and four- 


teen oars; about 150 tons each. 
> On 
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On the 24th of O#:ber, with this armaments 
and a conſiderable n'1mber of batteaux, which were 
too ſmall to live apon the Jake in moderate wea- 
ther, we were preparing to attack Niagara; tho? 
(notwithſtanding we had taken all the proviſions we 
could find in Oficez7, and hid left the garriſon be- 
hind, with ſcarce enough for three days) the fleet 
had not proviſions ſufficient on board, to carry them 
within fight of the enemy, and ſipplics were not 
to be got, within 300 miles of the plac-, we were 
going againſt. However, the impracticability of 
ſucceeding in an expedition, undertaken without 
victuals, was diſcovered time enough to prevent 
our march, or embarkation, or whatever it may be 
called; but not before nine batteaux laden with 
officers baggage, were ſent forwards, four men in 
each batteau ; in oe of which, it was my lot to 
be. The men being weak, an! in low ſpirits, 
with continual harraſſing, and low feeding, render'd 
our progreſs very tedious and difficult. Add to this, 
the places we had to paſs and aſcend ; for, in many 
parts, the Catara gs, or falls of water, which de- 
ſcended near the head of the river Onondaga (in 
ſome places near 100 feet perpendicular) rendered 
it almoſt impoflible for us to proceed; for the cur- 
rent running from the bottom, was ſo rapid, that 
the efforts of twenty or thi;ty men were ſometimes 
required to drag the boats along, and eſpecially to ' . 
get them up the hills or Cataracis, which we were 
forced to do with ropes : Sometimes, when with 
great labour and difficulty, we had got them up, 
we carried them by land near a quarter of a mile, 
before we came to any water. In ſhort, we found 
four men to a batteau inſufficient; for the men be- 
longing to one batteau were ſo fatigued and worn 
out, that they could not 'manage her, ſo that ſhe 
lay behind almoſt a league. 
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The captain that was with us, obſerving this, as 
ſoon as we had got the others over the moſt difficult 
falls, ordered two befides myſelf to go and help her 
forwards : Accordingly I got into her, in order to 
ſteer her, whilſt my two comrades and her own 
crew dragged her along, When we got to any 
Cataracis, I remained in her to faſten the ropes, 
and keep all ſafe, while they hauled her up; but 
drawing her to the ſummit of the laſt Cataract, the 
ropes gave way, and down ſhe fell, into a very ra- 
pid and boiſterous ſtream ; where not being able by 
myſelf, to work her, ſhe ſtove to pieces on a ſmall 
rock, on which ſome part of her remaining till 
morning, I miraculouſly ſaved myſelf. Never was 


my life in greater danger than in this ſituation ; the 


night being quite dark, and no aſſiſtance to be ob- 
tained from any of my comrades ; tho' many of 
them, as I afterwards learned, made diligent ſearch. 
for me; but the fall of the waters render'd the, 
noiſe that they, as well as myſelf made, to be 


heard by one another, quite ineffectual. | 
In the morning, they indeed found me, but in a 


wretched. condition, quite benumb'd, and almoſt 
dead with the cold, having nothing on but my 
ſhirt. 


of my ſenſes, that I fainted, and was thought by 
all to be dead. However, after ſome time, they 
pretty well recovered my ſcattered ſenſes, and fa- 


. tigued body; and with proper care conducted me, 
with ſome others (who were weak and ill of the 
flux) to Albany, where the hoſpital received our 


poor debilitated bodies. 
ww The 


Aſter various efforts, having with great difficulty 
got me up, they uſed all proper means to recover 
my worn: out ſpirits; but the fire had a fatal effect 
to what they intended, for my fleſh ſwelled all over 
my body and limbs. and cauſed ſuch a deprivation 
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The reſt, not able to proceed, or being counter- 
manded, bent their courſe back again to Oftvezo * 
Where, a friendly ſtorm preventing an embarkation, 
when a ſtock of proviſions was got together (ſuffi- 
cient to prevent them from eating one another, dur- 
ing the firſt twelve days) all thoughts of attacking 
Niagara were laid aſide. 

Thus ended this formidable campaign. The veſ- 
ſels that we had built (as I afterwards learn'd) were 
unrigged and laid up, without having been put to 
any uſe ; while a French veſſel was cruiſing on the 
Lake, and carrying ſupplies to Niagara, without 
interruption; five others as large as ours being alſo 
ready to launch at Promtenac, which lies acroſs the 
lake Ontario, north of Oſtego. 1 | 
The general, whatever appearances might have 
led others, as well as myſelf, to think otherwiſe ; 
ſoon indicated his intention of not wintering at O/-. 
ego; for, he left the place before the additional 
works were compleated, and the garriſon, by in- 
ſenſible degrees, decreaſed to 1100 men; ſtill liv- 
ing in perpetual terror, on the brink of famine, and 
become mutinous ſor waht of their pay; which, 
in the hurry of military buſineſs, during a year that 
was crowned with great events, had been forgot-- 
ten: for, from my firſt inliſting, to the time I was 
laid up at Albany, I never had received above fix 
weeks pay. | 

A little indeed, may be offered in vindication of 
the general, in regard to the numberleſs delays of- 
this campaign, vi. That it took ſome time to raiſe 
the two regiments, which were in Britih pay, as 
the name of enliſting for life, is ſomewhat forbid- 
ding to the Americans : (a few of whom, as well as 
myſelf, made our agreement for three years; but 
after that time, I doubt, we muſt have depended on 
his pleaſure for our being diſcharged, according to 


our contract, had it not fallen out otherwiſe.) 
C4 The 
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The unuſual dryneſs of the ſummer, rendered 
the rivers down to O/wegs in ſome places im- 
paſſable, or very diflicult for the batteaux to pro 
ceed; -and it was whiſper'd, that a gentleman, lat-ly 
in an eminent ſtation in New-!ork, did all in bis 
power to hinder the undertaking, from a pique to 
the general. By theſe diſadvan:ages, he was de- 
tained at Albany, till Auguſt, and even when he did 
reach Oſu ega, he ſound himſelf put to no little dif- 
ficulty to maintain his ground, for want of provi- 
lions; and the men being fo reduced, more than 
once, to ſhort allowance, as you have ſeen, became 
troubled with the flux, and had not any thing ne- 
oeſſary, not even tum ſufficient for the common men, 
to prevent the fatal effects of that diſorder, 

In this manner, the ſummer was ſpent on our 
ſide; and the reaſon why the French did not this 
year take O/weg,, when they might, with ſo little 
trouble, was, as many beſides myſelf coniectured, 
that they thought it more their intereſt, to purſue 
their projects on the Ohio, and preſerve the friend- 
ſhip of the confiderable {ndians; which an attack 
upon O/wego, at that time, would have deſtroyed. 

How far they ſucceeded in ſuch their projects, 
and the reaſons of their ſucceſſes, a little animad- 
ver ſion on our own tranſactions will let us into the 
light of. For, as appearances on our fide, were 
very favourable in the ſpring ; general Zraddoci's 
deſeat greatly increaſed” the gloom, which ſat on 
the countenances of the Americans. 

Great things being expected from him, he arri- 
ved early in the ſpring at Virginia, with a conſider- 
able land ſorce; and fort Du Queſne ſeemed to be 
ours, if we did but go and demand it. The at- 
tacks deſigned againſt Niagara, and fort Hederich, 
at Creun-Point, were planned in the winter, and 
the troops employed againſt the French in N. 


Scotia, embarked at Heften in April, Let us view 
"2 the 
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the events beſides thoſe already mentioned. Gene- 
ral Bradd ict was ready to march in Avril, But 
throu2h ignorance, or neglect, or a miſunderſtand- 
ing with the governor of Virginia, had neither freſn 
proviſions, horſes, nor waggons provided; and fo 
lite as the latter end of May, it was neceffary to 
apply to Penſylvania, for the moſt part of thoſe, 
This negle& created a moſt pernicious diffidence 
and diſcredit of the Americans, in the mind of the 
general, and prevented their uſefulneſs, where their 
advice was wanted, and produced very bad effects, He 
was a man (as 'tis now too well known and believ'd) 
by no means of quick apprehenſion, and could 
not conceive that ſuch people could inſtruct him; 
and his young counſellors prejudiced him ſtill more, 
ſo as to flight his officers, and what was worſe, his 
enemy; as it was treated as an abſurdity to ſup- 
poſe the Indians would ever attack regulars : And, 
of courſe, no care was taken to inſtruct the men, 
to reſiſt their peculiar manner of fighting. Had 
this circumſtance been attended to, I am fully per- 
ſuaded, 400 [ndians, about the number that defeat- 
ed him, would have given him very little annoy- 
ance: Sure I am, 409 of our people, rightly ma- 
naged, would have made no difficulty of driving be- 
fore them, four times that handful, to whom he 
owed his defeat and death. | | 
The undertaking of the eaſtern provinces to re- 
duce the fort at Cyoton-Peint, met that fate, which 
the jarring counſels of a divided people commonly 
meet with ; for though the plan was concerted in 
the winter of 1754, it was Huguſt before theſe pet- 
ty governments could bring together their troops. 
In ſhort, it muſt be owned by all, that delays were 
the banes of our undertakings, except in the bay 
of Fund, in Nova- Scotia, where ſecrecy and expe- 
dition were rewarded with ſucceſs, and that pro- 


vince reduced. - | | 
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The general continued inactive, from the ime 
he left O/wego, to March 1756, when he was about 
to reſume the execution of his ſcheme to attack 
Frontenac and Niagara. What would have been 
the iſſue of this project, neither myſelf, nor any 
other perſon, can now pretend to ſay, for juſt at 
this criſis, he received orders from England, to at- 
tempt nothing, till lord Loudon ſhould arrive, which 
was ſaid ſhould be early in the ſpring. However, 
his lordſhip did not get there until the middle of 
Fuly, ſo that by this delay, time was given to the 
marquis 4e- Montcalm (major-general Dięſtau's ſuc- 
ceſſor) to arrive from France at Canada with 3000 
regular forces, and take the field before us. 
But to return from this digreſſion to other tranſ- 
aCtions. When I was pretty well recovered again, 
I embarked on board a veſſel from Albany for New- 
York ; where, when I arrived, I found to my ſor- 
row, captain John Shirley, the general's ſon, had 
been dead for ſome time. He was a very promiſing, 
worthy, young gentleman, and univerſally regret- 
ted. His company was given to major James Kin- 
nmair, who ordered, that none of his men ſhould go 
out on the recruiting parties, as was at firſt intend- 
ed by his predeceſſor; but, that the private men 
- ſhould either return to Ofwege, or do duty in th 
fort at New-York, Not liking my ſtation here, I 
 Intreated the general, who was now arrived, for a 
furlow, to ſee my friends at Penſylvania, which, he 
having then no great occaſion for me, at New-Zork, 
granted for three months. 

As I have here mentioned New-Yor4, and before 
given a ſhort account of the two cities, Philadelphia 
and Be/ton, it would be a diſreſpect ſhown to this 
elegant one, not to take notice of it, as well as in 
ſome meaſure debarring the reader from ſuch infor- 
mation, as may not be diſagreeable ;. but not being 
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of that note or conſequence with the others, I ſhall 
bricfly obſerve ; that, 

New-York is a very fine city, and the capital of 
the province of that name; it contains about 3000 
houſes, and near 9000 inhabitants. The houſes: 
are all well built, and the meaneſt of them ſaid to 
be worth 100/. ſterling, which cannot be ſaid of 
the city of the ſame name, nor of any other in 
England. Their converſation is polite, and their 
furniture, dreſs, and manner of living, quite ele- 
gant. In drinking and gallantry they exceed any 
city in America. | 

The great church is a very handſome edifice, and 
built in 169 5. Here is alſo a Dutch church, a 
French church, And a Lutheran church. The in- 
habitants of Dutch extraction, make a conſiderable: 
part of the town, and moſt of them ſpeak Hugliſb. 

Having obtained my furlow, I immediately ſet 
out for Penſylvania, and arriving at Philadelphia, 
tound the conſternation and terror of the inhabitants. 
was greatly increaſed, to what it was when I left 
them. They had made ſeveral treaties of friend- | 
ſhip with the Indians, who, when well ſupplied: 
with arms, ammunition, clothes, and other neceſ- 
faries, through the pacific meaſures, and defence- 
leſs ſtate of the Philadelphians, ſoon revolted to the 
French, and committed great outrages on the back. 
parts of the province, deſtroying and maſlacring; 
men, women and children, and every thing that 
unhappily lay in their way. | 

A few inſtances of which, together with the be- 
haviour of the Philadelphiaus on theſe occaſions, 1. 
ſhall here preſent the reader with, who, of what- 
ever ſect or profeſſion, I am well aſſured, mult con- 
demn the pacific diſpoſition, and private factions; 
that then reigned, not only in the a——y, but a- 
mong the magiſtrates themſelves;;, who were a long; 
time, before they could 2 on. proper petitions, 
6 o 
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to rouſe the a%mbly from the legarthic and inac- 
tive condition they abſolutely remained in. 

For about the middle of O#eber, a large body of 
Hadians, chiefly Sbatuoneſe, Delawares, &c. fell up- 


on this province, ſrom ſeveral quarters, almoſt at 


the ſame inſtant, murdering, burning, and laying 


waſte all wherever they came; ſo that in the five 
counties of Cumberland, York, Lancaſter, Berks, 
and NVerthampton, which compoſe more than half 


the province, nothing but ſcenes of diſtraction and 


deſolation were to be ſeen. 

The damages which theſe counties had ſuſtained 
by the deſertion of plantations, is not to be reckon- 
ed up; nor are the miſcries of the poor inhabitants 
to be deſcribed ; many of whom, Hough eſcaping 
with life, were, without a moment's warning, dri- 


ven from thoſe habitations where they enjoyed every 


neceſſary of life, and were then expoſed to all the 
ſeverity of an hard winter; and obliged to ſolicit 
their very bread at the cold hand of charity, or pe- 


Tiſh with hunger, under the inclement air. 


To theſe barbarities I have already mentioned, I I 
cannot paſs over the following, as introductory 
cauſes of the Philadelpbians at laſt withſtanding 
the outrages of the Barbarians. 

At Gnadenbutlen, a ſmall Moravian ſettlement, in 


Nerrhampton county, the poor unhappy ſofferers, 


| | were ſitting round their peaceful ſupper, when the 


inhuman murderers, muffled in the ſhades of night, 
dark and horrid as the infernal purpoſes of their dia- 


- bolic / ſouls, ſtole upon them, butchered, ſcalped 


them, and conſumed their bodies, together w.th 


- their horſes, ſlock, and upwards of fixty head of : 
- fat-cattle, (intended for the ſubſiſtance of the bre- 
-thren at Bethlehem) all in one general flame; ſo that 
next morning furn;ſhed only a melancholy ſpectacle 
of their mingled aſhes, | s 
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At the Great Cove in Cumberland, at Tulpehockin, 
in Berks, and in ſeveral other places, their barbari- 
ties were ſtill greater, if poſſible, Men, women, 
children, and brute-b:afts, ſhared one common 
deſtruction ; and where they were not burntto aſhes, 
their mangled limbs were found promi ſcuouſſy 
ſtrewed upon the ground, thoſe appertaining to the 
euere form, ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
brute 
But of all the inſtances of the barbarities I heard 
of in theſe parts, I could not help being moſt af- 
fected with the following: One family, conſiſting of 
the huſband, his wife and a child, only a few hours 
(ld, were all found murdered and ſcalped in this 
manner: The mother ſtretched on the bed, with 
her new born child, horribly mangled, and put 

under her head for a pillow, while the huſband lay 
on the ground hard by, with his belly ript up, and 
his bowels laid open. 

In another place, a woman with her ſuckin 
child; finding that ſhe had fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, fell lat on her face, prompted by tte 
' ſtrong call of nature, to cover and ſhelter her inno- 
cent child with her own body. T he accurſed ſa- 
vage ruſhed from his lurking place, ſtruck her on 
the head with his tomabawk, tore off her ſcalp, and 
ſcoured back into the woods, without obſerving 
the child, being apprehenſive that he was diſcovered, 
The child was found ſometime afterwards under the 
body of its mother, and was then alive. 
Many of their young women were carried by tHe 
ſavages into captivity, reſerved, perhaps, for a worſe - 
fate than thoſe who ſuffered death in all its horrid 
ſhapes; and no wonder, ſince they were reſerved 
by ſavages, whole tender mercies might be account- 
ed more cruel than their very cruelty itſelf. 

Yet even during all this time this province (had 
things been properly ordered) need but, es” 
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ſon to her ſtrength, have lifted her foot and cruſh's 
all the French force on their borders; but unuſed to 
ſuch undertakings, and bound by non-re/ifting prin- 
_ crples from exerting her ſtrength, and involved in 
- diſputes with the proprietaries, they ſtood ſtil] ; vain- 
ly hoping the French would be ſo moderate as to be 
content with their victory over Bradd:ch, or at leaſt 
confine their attacks to Virginia. But they then 
ſaw and felt all this was deluſion, and the barbari- 
ties of the Indian parties headed by French officers : 
Notwithſtanding all which they continued in domeſ- 
tic debate:, without a ſoldier in pay, or a penny in 
the treaſury. In ſhort, if the enemy had then had but 
x500 men at the Ohio, and would have attempted 
it, no raſhneſs could have been perceived in their 
| bine down to the city of Philadelphia. 

Thus ftood our affairs on the ſide of the Ohio, 
when an old captain of the warriors, in the intereſt 
of the Philadelphians, and their ever faithful friend, 
whoſe name was Scarrooyde, alias Monokatoathy, on 
the firſt notice of theſe misfortunes, came haſtening 
to Philadelph a, together with colonel JYei/er, the 
provincial interpreter, and two other Indian chiefs. 
Scarrogyda immediately demanded an audience of 
the aſſembly, who were then fitting, to whom he 
ſpoke in a very affecting manner. His ſpeeches 
being printed, and ſold about Philadelphia, I. pro- 
a one of them, which was as follows. | 


| © BRETHREN, 

Me are once more come among you, and . 
- © cerely condole with ydu on account of the late 
* bloodſhed, and the awful cloud that hangs over 
you, and over us. Brethren, you may be un- 
s doubtedly aſſured that theſe horrid actions were 
© committed by none of thoſe nations that have 
any fellowſhip with us, but by certain falſe- 
c {ts ant Fas brethren, It grieves us 
f 7 more 
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more than all our other misfortunes, that any of 
© our good friends, the Engliſb, ſhould ſuſpeR. us 
of having falſe hearts, 


© BRETHREN, | 
© If you were not an infatuated people, we are 300 
warriors firm to your intereſt ; and, if you are fo 


unjuſt to us as to retain any doubts of our ſinceri- 


ty, we offer to put our wives, our children, and 


all we have into your hands, to deal with them 
as ſeemeth good to you, if we are found in the, 
leaſt to ſwerve from you. But, brethren, you 
muſt ſupport and aſſiſt us, for we are not able to, 


fight alone againſt the powerful nations who are 
coming againſt you; and you mult this moment 
reſolve, and give us an explicit anſwer what you 
will do: For theſe nations have ſent to deſire us, 
as old friends, either to join them, or get out of 


their way, and ſhift for ourſelves, Alas! bre- 


thren, we are ſorry to leave you ! We remember 
the many tokens of, your friendſhip to us: But, 
what ſhall we do? We cannot ſtand alone, and 
you will not ſtand with us! 


© BRETHREN, 


© The time is precious. While we are herecon- 
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ſulting with you, we know not what may be the 
fate of our brethren at home. We do therefore 
once more invite and requeſt you to act like men, 
and be no longer as women, purſuing weak mea- 
ſures that render your names deſpicable. If you 
will put the hatchet “ into our hands, and fend 
out a number of your young men in con- 


junction with our warriors, and provide the ne- 
© ceſlary arms, ammunition, and proviſions, and 
* likewiſe build ſome ſtrong houſes for the protec. 


® See the note under Tomahawk, page 15. 
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© tion of our old men, women and children, while 
© we are abſent in war: we ſhall ſoon wipe the 
© tears from your eyes, and make theſe falſe-heart- 
© ed brethren repent their treachery and baſeneſs 
© towards you, and towar.'s us. 

But we muſt at the ſame time ſolemnly allure 

Jou, that if you delay any longer to act in con- 
c Jer with us, or think to put us off, as uſual, 
with uncertain bopes, you muſt not expect to e 
< our faces under this roof any more. We muſt 
«ſhift. for our own ſafety, and leave you to the 
ce mercy of our enemies, as an infatuated people, 
© upon whom we can have. no longer, depen- 
© dance.” 


The tears ft "er in the old man's eyes, while he 
Aifveted this laſt part; and no wonder, fince the 
very being of his nation depended upon their join- 
ing the enemy, or our up them immediately 
to make head againſt them. * 

It was ſome time, however, before the aſſembly 
could be brought to conſent to any vigorous mea- 
ſures for their own defence. Their back inhabi- 
tants loſt all patience at their conduct. Until at 
length the governor exerted his utmoſt power, and 
procured the militia, and money bills to paſs. By 
virtue, of the former, the freemen of the province 
were enabled to form themſelves into companies, 
and each company by a majority of votes, by way 
of ballot, to chuſe its own officers; viz. a captain, 
lieutenant, and enſign; who, if approved of, were to 
he commiſſioned by the governor. So that the 
 Philadelphians were at laſt petmitted to riſe and arm 
 theniſelves in their own defence. They according- 
formed themſelves into companies ; the governor 
gning to all gentlemen qualified, who had been 
regular y DUE commiſſions for that _ 
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Captain Davis was one of the firſt who had a 
company, and, being deſirous of my ſervice, in 
order to inſtruct the irregulars in their diſcipline, 
obtained from the governor a certificate to indem- 
nify me from any puniſhment which mi 2ht be ad- 
judged by the regiment to which J already belonged s 
for without that I had not gone. Our company, 
which conſiſted of 100 men, was not compleated 
until the 24th of December, 1755; when loſing 
no time we next morning marched from Philadel- 
phia in high ſpirits ; reſolving fo ſhew as little quar- 
ter to the ſavages as they had to many of us. 

Colonel Arm/irong had been more expeditious, 
for he had raiſed 280 provincial jirregulars, aud 
marched a. little time before againſt the Obio Moe 
rians; but of him more hereafter. 

We arrived the 20th of December at Bethlehem, 
in the forks of the r.,ver Delaware; where, being 
kindly rec ived by the Moravia s, we loaded fix 
waggons with proviſions, and proceeded on to the 
Apaiachian . Mountains, or Blue-Hil's, to a town, 
called Kenn:rton-head® which the Myravians had 
deſerted. on account of the [ndians., Fiſty of our 
men, of whom I made one, were orderad before 
the reſt, to ſee whether the town was deſtroyed or 
not, Diſpoſin them to the bet advantage, we 
marched, on il we came within five miles of the. 
place, which we found ſtanding entire. 

Having a very uneven, rugged road to it, and 
not above four men able to go a-breaſt, we were 
on a ſudden alarmed, by the firing of the Aank- 
guards, which were a little in the rear of our van. 
The ſayages briſkly returned their fire, and killed 
the enſign and ten of the men, and wounded ſeve- 
ral others. 

Finding this, 1 being chief in command (having 
added as lieutenant, and received pay as ſuch from 


my He entrance, for my trouble and duty in learn- 
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behind I doubt fell \.crifices to the favages. 


comrades froze to death, before we could reach any 
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ing the company,) ordered the men to march on 
with all expedition to the town, and all the way 
to keep a running fire on the enemy, as they had 


- fallen on our rear. 


Wie ſhould have got there in very good order, 


had it not been for a river we had to.crofs, and the 


weather being ſo exceſſively cold, c ur clothes froze 
to our bodies as ſoon as we got out of the water, 
However, with great difficulty we reached the town, 
and got into the church with the lofs of twenty- 
ſeven. men. There we made as good preparations 
for our defence as poſfible we could, making a great 
fire of the benches, ſeats, and what we could find 


therein, to dry our clothes; not eſteeming It the 


leaſt ſacrilege or crime, upon fuch'an emergency. 
The Indians ſoon followed us into the town, and 


| ſurrounding us, tried all methods to burn the church, 


but our continual firing kept them off for about ſix 


hours, until our powder and ball were al expended,” 


In the night they ſet ſeveral houfes on fire; and, 
we dreating the conſequences of being detained 


there, reſolved to make one bold effort, and puſm 
_ ourſelves thro? the ſavages forces, which was ac- 
cordingly done with the moſt undaunted courage. 


The enemy fired continually on us during our re- 
treat, and killed many of our men, but in their 
confuſion many of themſelves alſo; it being 
ſo very dark that we were not well able to diſcern 
our own party; ſo that only five of us kept toge - 
ther and got into the woods; the reſt whom we left 

The night being ſo exceſſive cold, and having but 
few cloaths with us out of the church, two of my 


inhabited place. In ſhort, we did not get any re- 


lief till four o'clock in the morning, when we ar- 
rived at a houſe that lay in the gap of the Blue- 


Hill; 
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Fills; where our captain had arrived with the re- 
ringer of the men and waggons the day be- 
ore, 
The captain inquiring our ſucceſs, I gave him 
the melancholy detail of our unfortunate expedi- 
tion: Upon which an expreſs was immediately ſent 
to the governor with the account, who ordered 
1600 men to march the next morning for the ſame 
place, under the command of general PFrank/rn, 
not only to bury the dead and build a fort there, but 
to extirpate the ſavages who infeſted theſe parts, 
and were too powerful for our ſmall number under 
captain Davis. | 
The remainder of our little party were now 
build ng a fort at the place where we Jay for our 
defence, until more aſſiſtance ſhould arrive; for 
we were under continual apprehenſions of the In- 
dians purſuing and attacking us again. | 
On the gth of January 1755, we were reinforced 
by general Frank/in and his body; and the next day 
fet out again for K:nnorton-heal; where, when we 
arrived, to our great conſternation, we found little 
occaſion to bury our unhappy comrades, the ſwine 
(which in that country are vaſtly numerous in the. 
woods) having devoured their bodies, and nothing 
but bones ſtrewed up and: down were to be ſeen. 


We there built a fort in the place where the old 


church had ſtood, and gave it the name of fort 
Allen; this was finiſh'd in fix days, and in ſo good 
a manner, that 100 men would make great reſiſt- 
ance againſt a much greater number of Indians. 


On the 18th, 1400 of us were ordered about 


fifteen miles diſtant from thence, on the frontiers 
of the province; where we built another fort call'd 
Fort-N:zrris, In our way thither we found fix men 


ſcalp'd and murdered in a moſt cruel manner. By 


what we could diſcern, they had made a vigorous 


defence, the barrels and ſtocks of their guns being 
broke 
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with 1000 men to the head of the Min ſinles, and 
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broke to pieces, and themſelves cut and mangled in 


a terrible manner. 
From thence we were ordered to march towards 


a place called the Minniſintes, but this journey 


proved longet than we were aware of. The u. 


dians committing great outrages in theſe parts, hav- 
ing burnt and deſtroyed all ti.e bouſes, &c. in our 


way: Theſe fTagic actions cauſed us to divide our- 


ſelves into ſeveral parties, who were ordered divers 


ways, to cut off as many of theſe ſavages as poſ- 


ſible, 
The day after this ſcheme was put into execution, 


we met with a ſmall party, which we put to the 
rout, killing fourteen of them. We then made 
all poſſible diſpatch to ſave ſome houſes we ſaw on 
fire, but on our nearer approach found our endea- 
vours in vain: John Sꝛoiſber and his family having 
been before ſcalp'd, and burnt to aſhes in his own 
houſe. On the following night the houſe of James 
Wallis underwent the ſame. fate; himſelf, wife, 
ſeven children, and the reſt of his family, being 
ſcalp'd and burnt therein, The houſes and families 
of Phiip Green and Abraham Nairn, ſuffered in 
the like manner, Nor did the cruelty of theſe 
barbarians ſtop here, but aitacked the dwelling- 
houſe of George Hunter, eſq; a gentleman of con- 
ſiderable worth, and a juſtice of the peace, who 
made a brave refiflacce: and rather. than fall into 


. the hands of theſe miſcreants, choſe to meet death | 


in the flames; which he, his wife, and ail his houſ- 
hold conſiſting of ſixteen in number, did with the 
utmoſt bravery, before any aſſiſtance could be re- 
ceived from our general, who had diſpatched 500 
of us for that purpoſe, on an expreſs being ſent to 


him that morning. 
From thence we marched to the Mini/inkes, and 


built Fort Norris. On the gth ef March we ſet out 
built 
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built another fort, which we named Fran#lin, in ho- 
nour of our general. All which forts we ga riſon'd 
with as many men as we could poſlibly ſpare. 
After this we were daily employed in ſcouring. 
the woods from fort to fort, of theſe noxious crea- 
tures the [udians, and in getting as much of the 
corn together as we could find, to rover the ſa- 
vages from having any benefit therefrom, _ 
Notwithſtanding our vigilance, theſe villains on 
the 13th attacked the 1 — of James Graham, but 


by providence he, with his wife, who had juſt laid 


in, and the young infant in her arms, (with nothing 


about her but her ſhift) made their eſcape to 1% 


Alen, about fifteen miles dilfant. The child pe- 
r.ſhed by the way, and it was matter of wonder to 
the whole garriſon to find either of them alive; in- 
deed they were in a deplorable cond tion, and we. 
imagined they would expire every moment. The, 


wife however; to our great aſtoniſhment, recover'd, 
but the huſband did not ſurvive above ſix hours af- 


ter their arrival. A 
The houſe of Jaac Cork ſuffered by the flames, 
himſelf, his wife, and eight children, being ſcalp'd 
and burnt in it. b 
Tedious and ſhocking would it be to enumerate 
half the murders, conflagrations and outrages, com- 
mitted by theſe helliſh infidels. Let it ſuffice 
therefore that from the year 175 3, when they firſt 
began their barbarities, they had murder'd, burnt, 
ſcalp'd, and deſtroy'd, above 350 ſouls; above 
1000. whereof were unhappy inhabitants of the 
weſtern part of Philadeiphia, Men, women and 
children, fell alike a prey to thele ſavages : No re- 


gard being had by them to the tender intreaties of 


an affectionate parent for a- beloved child, or the 
infant's prayers in behalf of his aged father and 
mother. Such are the miſerable calamities attendant 

an ſchemes for gratifying the ambition of a tyrannic 
| 7 | mo- 
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monarch like France, or the weak contrivances and 
indolent meaſures of blundering miniſters and ne- 
gociators—. rs 3 
The time of my furlow at length expiring, I pre- 
pared to ſet out for my regiment. Having a re- 
commendatory letter from general Franklin to major 
Kinnair, as to my ſervices, I marched forward for 
New-York: Where being arrived I waited on the 
major, he being a worthy gentleman, univerſally 
beloved by_the whole regiment; and after giving 
him an account of all our tranſactions, and the 
| Hardſhips and labours We had gone through, I was 
diſmiſſed. E e 
After ſome ſtay there, I was ordered to proceed 
on my march for Ofwego once more. But before 
J go further with my own affairs, I ſhall juſt recount 
the reſult of thoſe provincials who went, as ] men- 
tioned before, to quell the ſavages, under the com- 
mand of colonel Armſtrong. | 4 
He having under his command 280 provincials 
deſtined againſt the Ohio Morians, againſt whom 
nothing had been attempted, notwithftanding their 
frequent incurſions and murders, penetrated 140 
miles through the woods from Fort Shirley on Ju- 
niata river, to Kittanning, an Indian town on the 
Ohio, about 0 five miles above fort Du Pun, 
belonging to the French. He ſoon joined the advan- 
ced party at the Beaver-dams; and, on the fourth 
evening, after being within ſix miles of Kittanning, 
the ſcouts diſcovered a fire jn the road, and reported 
that there were but three or four Indians at it. At 
that time it was not thought proper to attempt ſur- 
priſing theſe Þrdians, left, if one ſhould eſcape, the 
town might be alarm'd : Lieutenant Hegg there- 
fore, with twelve men, was left to watch them, 
with orders not to fall upon them until day-break; 
and our forces turned out of the path, to paſs their 
fire, without diſturbing them. © 
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About three in the morning having been guided 
by the whooping of the Indian warriors, at a dance 
in the town, they reached the river at about 100 
perches below it. As ſoon as day appeared the at- 
tack began; captain Jacobs chief of the Indians, 

ave the war- u hoop, and defended his houſe bravel 
through the loop-holes in the logs. The Indians 
gens rally refuſing quarter, colonel Armſtrong or- 
dered their houſes to be ſet on fire, which was done 
by the officers and ſoldiers with great alacrity. On 
this ſome burſt out of the houſes and attempted to 
reach the river, but were inftantly ſhot down. 
Captain Jacobs in getting out of a window was 
ſhot and ſcalp'd, as were alſo his Sguato, and a lad 
they call'd the king's ſon. The Indians had a num- 
ber of ſpare arms in their houſes loaded, which 
went off in quick ſucceſſion as the fire came to 
them ; and quantities of gunpowder, which had 
been ſtored in every houſe, blew up from time to 
time, throwing their bodtes into the air. 

Eleven Exgliſb priſoners were releaſed, who in- 
formed the colonel, that that very day two batteaux 
of Frenchmen, with a large party of Delaware and 
French Inutans, were to have joined capta'n Jacobs, 
to march and take Fort Shirley; and that twenty- 
four warriors had ſet out before them the preceeding 
evening ; which proved to be the party that had 
kindled the fire the preceeding night; for our peo- 
ple returning, found lieutenant Hogg wounded in 
three places; and learned, that he had attacked the 
ſuppoſed party of three or four at the fire, but 
found them too ſtrong for him. He kill'd three 
of them however, at the firſt fire, and fought them 
an hour; when, having loſt three of his men, the 
reſt, as he lay wounded, abandoned him and fled, 
the enemy purſuing. Licutenant Hogg diedſoonaiter 
of his wounds, | | 

, Enough 
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Enough of theſe two expeditions has been ſaid; 
nor can | well tell which of the two was molt ſuc- 
ceſsful, both loſing more of their own men, than 
they killed of the enemy. | 
A little retroſpection again on the actions and 
behaviour of the Philadelphrans, and the other pro- 
vinces and places in conjunction with them, may 
here be ſomething neceſſary: For, when I arrived 
at Philade pbia, I found that however melancholy 
their ſituation had been of late, this good effect had 
been obtained, that the moſt prejudiced and igno- 
rant individual was feelingly convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of vigorous meaſures; and, beſides national 
and public views, then the more prevailing ones of 
revenge and ſelf-intereſt gave a ſpur to their coun- 
ſels. They were accordingly raiſing men with the 
utmoſt expedition; and had, before the end of the 
ſummer, a conſiderable number, though not equal 
to what they could furniſh, having at leaſt 45, oco 
men in Penhylvania able to fight. | 
And, purſuant to agreement ſome months before, 
the four governments of New-£ng/and, in conjunc- 
tion with New-Y:r# (which laſt furniſhed 1300) 
had now aſſembled 8000 men (for the attack of 
fort Frederic) at Albany, 150 miles N. of Neu- 
York, and about 130 from Crown-Poirt, under the 
command of general J/inſiow. But many people 
dreading the cruelty of the French, were not ſo very 
eager to join them this year, as the laſt; an im- 
-preſs therefore of part of the militia, was ordered 
in New-York government. To prevent which ſub- 
ſcriptions were ſet on foot, to engage volunteers by 
high bounties; ſo loth were they that ſome got 
nine or twelve pounds ſterling to inliſt. 
= The 44th, 48th, 5oth, and 5iſt- regiments of p 
bu Great Britain were deſtin'd for the campaign on the 
reat lake Ontario, and moſtly marched for O/wegs, 


thence to be carried over in 200 great whale boats, 
EY Which 


* 
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which were then at the lake, and were built at 


Scbenectady on - Mohawk's river, and were long, 


round and Ii ght, as the batteaux, being flat · bot- 


tom'd and bell, would not anſwer the navigation 


of the lake, where the waves were often very high. 


They were then, at laſt intended to attack fort 


Frontenac, mentioned before, and the other French 
forts on the lake. Upwards of 2000 batteau-men 
- were employed to navigate the batteaux, each a ton 


burthen, laden with proviſions and ſtores from A. 
bany up the Mobawk's river, then through Oneyde 
lake and river, down to O/wego. There were like- 
wiſe 300 ſailors hir'd and gone up from New-York | 


(as I found, when I ariiv'd there) to navigate- the 
four armed ſhips on the lake, built there, as I have 
before - mentioned, the laſt year, for the king's ſer- 
vice, and two others were then building „ ſmiths, 
carpenters, and other artificers, having gone there 


wy 


for that purpoſe ſome weeks before. Such were 


the preparations and armaments for this campaign 


but how fruitleſs, to our great diſgrace, were ſoon + 


known all over the world! 


I ſhall not trouble the reader with a * account ö 
of a long march I had to take from New-York to 
Oſwego, to join my regiment: ſuffice it therefore, 
that I arrived there about the middle of Fuly-; ; but 


in my march thither with ſome recruits, we join'd 


colonel Broadſireet at Albany, and on the 6th of 


May, at the Great Carrying- Place, had a ſkirmiſh with 


the French and Indians, wherein ſeveral were killed 


and wounded on both ſides; of the latter I made 


one. Receiving a ſhot through my left hand, . 


which intirely diſabled my third and fourth fig- 


gers; and having no hoſpital, or any conveniencies 


for the ſick there, I was after having my hand 


dreſſed, in a wretched manner, ſent 1 the port. | 


batteau to Albany to get it cur d. 


* 
110 
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As ſoon as I was well, I ſet forwards for Ofwegs 
again. And, when arrived there, I began to make 
what obſervations I could, as to the alterations that 
had been made ſince my departure in the month of 

Oetober preceeding. The works of Ofwego, at 
this time, conſiſted of three forts, viz. The O17 
Fort, "built many years before, whoſe chief ſtrength 
was a weak ſtone wall, about two feet thick, fo ill 
cemented, that it could not reſiſt the force of a 
four pound ball, and ſituated on the eaſt fide of the 
harbour; the two other forts, called Fort Ontario, 
and Fort George, were each of them at the diſtance 
of about 450 yards from the Old Fort, and ſituated 
on two eminences, which commanded it; both 
theſe, as J have already obſerved, were begun to be 
built laſt year upon plans, which made them defen- 
fible againſt muſquetry, and cannon of three or 
four pound ball only; the time not allowing works 
of a ſtronger nature to be then undertaken. 

For our defence againſt large cannon, we en- 
tirely depended on a ſuperior naval force upon the 
lake, which might have put it in our power to pre- 
vent the French from bringing heavy artillery againſt 
the place, as that could only be done by water- car- 
riage, which is my opinion, as well as many others. 
I the naval force had but done their duty, Ofwego 

might have been ours to this very 2 5 and intirely 

cut off the communication of the French from Ca- 
nada to the Ohio But if I would inſiſt on this, as 
the” particulars require, I perhaps ſhould affront 
ſome, and injure myfelf, all to no purpoſe, or of 
any beneficial ſervice to recal our former loſſes; for 
that reaſon, I ſhall defer enlarging on the ſubject, 
although, at the ſame time, can give very good 
circumſtances to maintain my argument, if re- 
quired, | n 

A day or two after being at Ofwego, the fort 
was alarmed by hearing a firing ; when on diſpatch- 

: Ing 
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ing proper ſcouts, it was found to be the French and 
Indians engaging the batteau-men and ſailors, con- 
voying the proviſions to Oſtvego, from one river to 
another. On this a detachment of 500 men were 
ordered out in purſuit of them, whereof I was one. 
We had a narrow pals in the woods to go through, 
where we were attacked by a great number of In- 
dians, when a' deſperate fight began oh both ſides, 
that laſted about two hours. However, at laſt we 
gained'a complete victory, and put them — to 
the rout, killing fourteen of them, and wounding 
above forty. On our ſide we had but two men 
Killed and fix wounded. Many more would have 
been killed of both parties, had it not been for the 
thickneſs of the woods. | 

I cannot here omit recounting a' moſt ſingular 
tranſaction that happened during this my ſecond 
time of being there, which, though ſcarce credible, 


is abſolutely true, and can be teſtified by hundreds, 


who knew, and have often ſeen the man; in ſhort, 
one Moglaſty of the Soth regiment, an 1ri/bman,' 
being placed as centinel over the rum which had 
arrived, and being curious to know its goodneſs, 
pierced the caſk; and drank till he was quite intoxi- 
cated; when, not knowing what he did, he ram- 
bled from his poſt, and fell aſſeep a good way from 
the garriſon. An Indian ſxulking that way for prey, 
(as ĩs conjectured) found him, and made free with his 
ſcalp, which he plucked and carried off. The ſer- 
jeant in the morning, finding him proſtrate on his 
face, and ſeeing his ſcalp off, imagined him to be 
dead; but on his nearer approach, and raiſing him 
from the ground, the fellow awaked from the found” 


ſleep he had been in, and afKed'the ſerjeant what 


he wanted. The ſerjeant, quite ſurprized at the 
ſtrange behaviour of the fellow, interrogated him, 
how he came there in that condition ? He replied, 
He could not tell; but that be got ver) drunk, and 

c 2 ram- 
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rambled he knew not whither, The ſerjeant adviſed 
him to.prepare for death, not having many hours 
to live, as he had loſt his ſcalp. Arrab, my dear, 
now (cries he) and are you joking me? for he really 
knew nothing of his being ſerved in the manner he 
was, and would not believe any accident had hap- 
pened him, until ſeeing his clothes bloody, he felt 
his head, and found it to be too true, as well as 
having a cut from his mouth to his ear, He was 
immediately carried before the governor, who aſk- 
ing him, how he came to leave his poſt? He replied, 
That being very thinſiy, he had broached a cask of rum, 
and drank about a pint, which made him drunk ; but 
if his honour would forgive him, he'd never be guiliy 
of the like again. The governor told him, it was 
very probable he never would, as he was now no 
better than a dead man. However, the ſurgeons 
dreſſed. his head there, as well as they could, and 

en ſent him in a batteau to Albany, where he was 
perfectly cured ; and to the great ſurprize of every 
body, was living when I left the country, This, 
though ſo extraordinary and unparalelled an affair, 
I aver to be true; having ſeveral times ſeen the 
man after this accident happened to him. How 
his life was preſerved ſeems a miracle, as no in- 
ſtance of the like was ever known. 

I had forgot to mention, That before I left A.. 
tary the laſt time, upon colonel Broad/treet's arri- 
val there, in his way to Oſtuego, with the proviſi- 
ons and forces, conſiſting of about 50 whale boats 
and batteaux, intended for the campaign on the 
great lake Ontario, mentioned before; I joined his 
corps, and proceeded on with the batteaux, &c, 

Going up the river On»ndaga towards Oſwego, 
the batteau-men were on the 29th of June, at- 
tacked near the Falls, about nine miles from O/- 
wege, by 500 French and Indians, who killed and 


wounded 74 of our men, before we could get on 
8 a | ſhore, 


PETER WILLIAMSON. 77 
ſhore, which, as ſoon as we did, the French were 
routed, with the loſs of 130 men killed, and ſeve- 
ral wounded, whom we took priſoners. 

Had we known of their lying in-ambuſh, or of 
their intent. to attack us, the victory would have 


been much more compleat on our fide, as the troops 


colonel Br:ad/lreet commanded, were regular, well 
diſciplined, and in. tolerable health, whereas the 
French, by a long paſlage at ſea and living hard af- 
ter their arrival at Canada were much harraſſed and 
fatigued. 


However, we got all: ſafe to Oſiuego with the 


batteaux and proviſions, together with rigging and 
ſtores for the large veſſels, excepting twenty-four 
cannon, fix pounders, that were then at the Great 
Carrying-Piace; which colonel Broad/trezt was to 
bring with him, upon his next paſſage, from Sche- 
nectady; to which place, as ſoon as he had deliver- 
ed to the quarter maſter all the ſtores under his 
care, he was ordered to return with the batteaux and 
men, to receive the orders of major-general Aber- 
crombie. In his return from S:henefady, twas ex- 


pected that Haiket's and Dunbar's regiments would 


have come with him, in order to take fort Fronte- 
nac, and the other French forts on the lake Ontario. 
But, alas ! as ſchemes for building caſtles in the air, 


always prove abortive, for want of proper archi- 


tecture and foundation, ſo did this ſcheme of ours, 
for riſa of a due knowledge of our own ſitua- 
tion | | 

On the arrival of theſe forces, a new brigantine 
and floop were fitted out ; and about the ſame time 
a large ſnow was alſo launched and rigged, and only 
waited for her guns and ſome running rigging, 
which they expected every day by colonel Broad- 
fireet ; and had he returned in time with the can- 
non and batteau-men under his command, the French 


would not have dared to have appeared on the lake; 
| D 3 „ 
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but colonel Broaaſtreet happened to be detained with 
the batteaux at Schenemtady for above a month, wait- 
ing for the 44th regiment to march with him : The 
dilatorineſs of this embarkat on at Schenectady can- 
not be imputed to colonel Braadſireet, becauſe ge- 
neral S$hirley waited with impatience for the arrival 
of lord Loudon Campbell from England 3 and when 
his lordſhip landed at Neu- Verl, he, in a few days 
after, proceeded to Albany, where his lordſhip took 
the command of the army from general Shirley, and 
upon comparing, and conſidering how bad a ſituation 
his forces, and the different governments up- 
oh the continent were in, his lordſhip, with advice 
of ſeveral other experienced officers, thought him- 
ſelf not in a condition to proceed on any enter- 
prize for that ſeaſon, no further than to maintain 
our ground at Ofiwego ; for which purpoſe, colonel 
Broatſtreet was immediately ordered off with the 
batteaux and proviſions, as alſo the aforeſaid regi- 
ments; but before Broadſtrect arrived at the Great 
Carrying Place, Ofwego was t:ken with all the ſhips 
of war, although our naval ſorce was far ſuperior 
to the French, © | ; JE] 

- Before I relate the attack of O/wegs, I ſhall re- 
view a little what the French were doing during 
theſe our dilatory, pompous proceedings. I 40 
The marquis de Vaudreut!, governor: and lieute- 
nant · general of New-france,  whilft he provided 
for the ſecurity of the frontiers of Caruda, was 
principally attentive to the lakes. Being informed 
that we were making vaſt preparations at O/wego 
for attacking Niagara and Frontenac, he took and 
razed in the-month of March, the fort where we 
had formed our principal magazine, and in June 
following deſtroyed, on the river of Chonegan or 
Ofweg?, ſome of our veſſels, and made ſome pri- 
ſoners. The ſucceſs of theſe two exped tions en- 


couraged him to act offenſively, and to attack us at 
2 | Ofwego. 
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Ofwego. This ſettlement they pretended, and ſtill 
inſiſt on, to be an incroachment, or invaſion, which 
we had made in a time of profound peace, and againſt 
which, they ſaid, they had continually remonſtrated, 
during our blundering, negotiating Lawyer's reſi- 
dence at France, It was at firſt, ſay they, only a 
fortified magazine ; but in order to avail themſelves 
of its advantageous ſituation in the centre almoſt of 
the French colonies, the Englih added, from time 
to time, ſeveral new works, and made it conſiſt of 
three forts, as above deſcribed. 

The troops deſigned for this expedition by the 
French amounted to near 5000 men, 1 300 of which 
were regulars, To prevent his deſign being diſco- 
vered, M. de Vaudrew! pretended, in order the beiter 
to decei ve us, who had ſo long before been blind, 
that he was providing only for the ſecurity of Nia- 
gara and Frontenac, The marquis de Montcalm, who 
commanded on this occaſion, arrived the 2gth cf. 
Zuly at fort Frontenac; and having given the neceſ- 
ſary directions for ſecuring his retreat, in caſe it 
{ſhould have been rendered inevitable, by a ſuperior 
force; ſent out two veſſels, ohe of twelve, and the 
ether of ſixteen guns, to cruiſe off Oſtuego, and 
poſted a chain of Canadians and Indians on the road 
between Oſwego and Albany, to intercept our cou- 
riers. All the forces, and the veſſels, with the artil- 
lery and ftores, being arrived in the bay of Nixcure, 
the place of general rendezyous, the Marquis de 
Mntcalm ordered his advance guard to proceed to 
a creek, called Auſe aux Cabannes, three leagues from 
Ofwega, But, — 

To carry on this account-the more accurate and. 
intelligible. to the reader, I ſhall recite the actions 

of the French and ourſelves: together, as a more clear 
and ſuccinct manner of making thoſe unacquaint- 
ed with the art of war, more ſenſible of this impor- 
tant affair. LIT 
D- 4; Co- 


80 Fus LIFE or 

Colonel Mercer, who was then commanding of. 
cer of the garriſon at Ofiorge, having on the ſixth 
of Augu, intelligence of a large encampment of 
Hench and Indians, about twelve miles off, diſ- 
patched one of the ſchooners, with an account of 
it to captain Bradley, who was then on a cruize 
with the large brigantine and two floops ; at the 
ſame time, deſired him to cruize as far to the eaſt- 
ward as he could, and to endeavour to prevent the 
approach of the French on the lake; but meeting 
the next day with a ſmall gale of wind, the large 
brigantine was drove on ſhore near Oſwego, in at- 
tempting to get into the harbour; of which miſ- 
fortune, the Indians immediately gave M. de Mont- 
calm, the French general notice, who took that op- 
portunity of tranſporting his heavy cannon to about 
a mile and a half of the fort, which he could not 
otherwiſe have done, had not there been ſome neg- 
lect on our ſide. Bebe: 

For on the 1cth, the firſt diviſion of the French 
being arrived at Anſe aux Cabannes, at two o'clock 
in the morning; the van-guard proceeded at four 
In the afternoon by land, acroſs woods, to another 


creek within half a league of Ofwego, in order to 


favour the debarkation. At midnight their firſt 
diviſion repaired to this creek, and there erected a 
battery on the lake Ontario. | Cath 

Colonel Mercer, in the morning of the 1oth, on 
ſome canoes being ſeen to the eaſtward, ſent out 
the ſmall ſchooner to make diſcovery of what they 
were ; ſhe was ſcarce half a mile from the fort, be- 
fore ſhe diſcovered a very large encampment, cloſe 
under the oppoſite point, being the firſt diviſion of 
the French troops abovementioned. On this, the 
two ſloops (the large brigantine being ſtill on ſhore) 
were ſent out with orders, if poſſible, to annoy the 
enemy; but this was to no purpoſe ; the enemy's 


cannon being large and well pointed, hulled the 
ba veſſels 
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| veſſels almoſt every ſhot, while theirs fell ſhort of 
the ſhore, 

This day and the next, the enemy were employ- 
ed in making gabions, fauciſſons, and faſcines, and 
in cutting a road croſs the woods, from the place 
of landing, to the place where the trenches were to 
be opened : And, the ſecond diviſion of the enemy 
arriving on the 11th, in the morning, with the ar- 
tillery and proviſions, the ſame immediately landed 
without any oppoſition, Tho' diſpoſitions were 
made for opening the trenches on the roth at night, 
it was midnight before they could begin the trench, 
which was rather a parallel of about 100 Toiſes ® in 
front, and opened at the diſtance of 90 Toiſes from 
the foſs of fort Ontario, in ground embarraſſed with 
trunks of trees, | 

About five in the morning of the 11th, this pa- 
rallel was finiſhed, and the workmen began to erect 
the batteries. Thus was the place inveſted by about 
5000 men, and thirty-two pieces of cannon, from 
twelve to eighteen pounders, beſides ſeveral large 
braſs mortars and hoyets, (among which artillery 
was part of general Braddock's.) About noon they 
began the attack of fort Ontario, with ſmall arms, 
which was briſkly returned. All this day the gar- 
riſon was employed on the Weſt fide of the river, 
in repairing the batteries on the South ſide of the 
Old Port. : 

'The next morning, (the 12th) at day-break, a 
large number of French batteaux were diſcovered on 
the lake, in their way to join the enemy's camp; 
on which, colonel Mercer ordered the two ſloops to 
be again ſent out, with directions to get between 
the batteaux and the camp; but before our veſſels 
came up, the batteaux had ſecured themſelves un- 
der the fite of their cannon. | 


A Tojſe is a French meaſure, and contains about two fathom or 


er feat in length, . 29 
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In the evening, a detachment was made of 100 
men of the 50th (general Pæpperell's) regiment, and 
126 of the New-Ferſey provincials, under the com- 
mand: of colonel Schuyler, to take poſſeſſion of the 
fort on the hill, to the Weſtward of the Old. Fort, 
and under the direction of the engineer, Mr. 
Me Keller, were to put it into the beſt ſtate of de- 
fence they could; in which work, they were em- 
ployed all the following night, 

The enemy on the Eaſt-ſide continued their ap- 
proaches to the fort Ontario, but with their utmoſt } 
efforts for a long time they could not bring their 
cannon to bear on it. However, drawing their 
cannon with great expedition, next morning (the 
13th) about ten o'clock; to a battery erected within 
ſixty yards from it ; they played them very hotly on 
the garriſon, notwithſtanding the conſtant fire kept 
on them, and the loſs of their principal engineer, 
who was killed in the trenches, A council of war 
was immediately held by the officers of general 
Pepperell's regiment, who obſerving the mortars 


were beginning to play, concluded it moſt adviſable 


to quit fort Ontario, and join colonel Schuyler's re- 
giment at fort George or fort Raſcal; and an account 
of this latter battery being ſent to colonel Mercer, 
by the commandant of the enemy, ordering him to 
evacuate the fort, they accordingly did, about three 
in the afternoon, deſtroying the cannon, ammuni- 
tion, and proviſions therein, and managed their re- 


treat ſo as to pals the river, and join the troops at 


the Weſt-fide without the loſs of a man. Theſe 
troops being about 370, were immediately ordered 
to join colonel Schuyler, which they accordingly did, 
and were employed all the following night in com- 
pleating the works of that fort. 

M. Montcalm immediately took poſſeſſion of fort 


| Ontarie, and ordered the communication of the 
parallel to be continued to the banks of the river, 


where, 
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where, in the beginning of the night, they began 
a grand battery, placed in ſuch a manner; that it 
could not only batter fort Ofwego, and the way 
from thence to fort George, but alſo the intrench- 


ment of Ofwegs, 


In the morning of the 1 3th, the large brigantine 


being off the rocks, and repaired, a detachment 
of eighty met of the garriſon wis put on board of 
her and the two ſloops, in order to go out imme- 


diately; but the wind continuing to blow directly 


into the harbour, rendered it impoſſible for them to 


get out before the place was ſurrendered. This 


night, as well as the night before, parties of the 
enemy's irregulats made ſeveral attempts to ſurprize 
our advance guards and centinels, on the. Weſt· ſide 
of the river, but did not ſijcceed in any of them. 

. The-enemy were employed this night in bring- 
ing up their cannon, and raiſing a battery. On 
our ſide, we kept a conſtant firei of cannon and 
ſhells from the Cid Furt, and works about it. The 
cannon which moſt annoyed the enemy were four 


pieces, which we revers'd on the plat form of an 
earthen work; which ſurreunded-the Cid Fort, and 


which was intirely enfiladed by the enemy's battery 
on the oppoſite ſhore: In this ſituation, without 
the leaſt cover, the train, aſſiſted by a detachment 
of Shirly's regiment, behaved remarkably well. 

At day- break on the 14th; we renewed our fire 
on that part of the oppoſite ſhore, where we had 
the evening before, obſer ved the enemy at work, in 
raiſing the battery. 42 


Ihe enemy in three columns, conſiſting of 2300 


Canadians and ſavages, croſſed the river, ſome by 
ſwimming, and others by wading, with the water 
up*to.their middles, in order to inveſt! and attack 
the old fort. This bold action, by which they in- 
tirely cut off the communication of the two forts; 


the celerity with which the works · were carried on, 
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in ground that we thought impracticable; a conti- 
Dual return of our fire from a battery of ten can- 
non, twelve pounders; and their preparing a bat- 
tery of mortars and hoyets, made colonel Mercer 
think it adviſeable (he not knowing their numbers) 
to order colonel Schuyler with 500 men, to oppoſe 
them; which would accordingly have been carried 
into execution, and conſequently, every man of 
the so cut off, had not colonel Mercer been 
kill'd by a cannon-ball, a few minutes after. The 
reſolution of this valiant colonel, ſeem'd to be de- 
termined to oppoſe the French to the laſt extremity, 
and to maintain his ground at O/wego, but his final 
doom came on ſo unexpectedly, that his loſs was 
univerſally regretted. Wc 
About ten o'clock, the enemy's battery was read 
to play; at which time, all our places of defence, 
were either enfiladed, or ruined by the conſtant fire 
of their cannon ; fort Raſcal or George, in particu- 
lar, having at that time no guns, and ſcarce in a 


_ © condition to defend itſelf againſt ſmall arms; with 


. 2500. irregulars on our backs, ready to ſtorm us on 
that fide, and 2000 of their regulars as ready to 
land in our front, under the fire of their cannon, 
Whereas, |, | | 0 
Fort Raſcal might have been made a very defen- 
ſible fortreſs, lying on a hill, and the aſcent to it ſo 
ſteep, that had an enemy been ever ſo numerous, 
they muſt have ſuffered greatly in an attempt to ſtorm 
it. Why it was not in a better ſtate, it becomes 
not me to ſay, but matters were ſo. 

And in this ſituation we were, when colonel 
Littlehales, who ſucceeded, colonel Mercer in the 


command, called a council of war, who were, 


with the engineers, unanimouſly of opinion, that 
the works were" no longer tenable; and that it was 
by no means, prudent to riſque a ſtorm with ſuch 


ynequal numbers, | | | 
. e RE The 


, 
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The chamade was accordingly ordered to be 
beat, and the firing ceaſed on both fides ; yet the 
French were not idle, but improved this opportu- 
nity to bring up more cannon, and advance the 
main body of their troops within muſquet-ſhot of 
the garriſon, and prepared every thing for a ſtorm. 
Two officers were ſent to the French general, to 


know what terms he would give; the marquis de 


Montcalm made anſwer, that they might expect 
whatever terms were conſiſtent with the ſervice of 


his Mt Cbriſtian majeſty: He accordingly agreed 


to the following. 


Article I. The "garriſon ſhall ſurrender pri- 
„ ſoners of war, and ſhall be conducted from 
© hence to Montreal, where they ſhall be treated 
% with humanity, and every one ſhall have treat- 
«© ment agreeable to their reſpective ranks, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of war. 


II. Officers, and ſoldiers, and individuals, 
„ ſhall have their baggage and cloaths, and they 
„„ ſhall be allowed to carry them along with 
„ them. | 


III «They ſhall remain priſoners of war, un- 


& til they are exchanged. 
Given at the camp before Ofwego, 
Auguſi 14, 1756. | 
MONTCALM. 


By virtue of this capitulation, the garriſon ſur- 
rendered priſoners of war, and the French imme- 
diately took poſſeſſion of O/wego, and fort George, 
which they intirely deſtroyed, agreeable to their 
orders, after removing the artillery, war- like ſtores, 
and proviſions, + ah 

But, 
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But, to deſeribe the plunder, havock, and de- 
vaſtation, made by the French, as well as the ſa- 
vages, who ruſhed in by thouſands, is impoſſible. 
For not withſtanding the Chriſtian promiſe made by 
the of his oft: Chriſtian majeſty, they all 
behav'd more like infernal beings than creatures in 
human-ſhapes. In. ſhort, not contented with ſur- 
rendering upon the above terms, they ſcalped and 
killed all the ſick and wounded in the hoſpitals; 
mangling, butchering, cutting, and chopping off 
their heads, arms, legs, &c. with ſpades, hatchets, 
and other ſuch diabolical inſtruments; treating the: 
whole with the utmoſt cruelty, notwithſtanding the 
repeated interceſſions of the defenceleſs ſick: and 
wounded for mercy.; which: were indeed piteous 
enough to have ſoftened any heart poſſeſſed of the 
minuteſt / pattiele of humanity ! ; 
Here. I cannotthelp-obſerving, that notwithſtand- 
ing what has been ſaid of the behaviour of the offi- 
cers of theſe (the roth and 5 1ſt) regiments, I 
ruſt, with the greateſt truth, give them the cha- 
racters of brave, but I wiſh I could ſay, experien- 
ced men; every one of them that I had an oppor- 
tunity of obſerving during the ſiege, behaving with: 
the utmoſt courage and intrepidity. Nor in this 
place can I omit particularly naming James Camp- 
bell, and enſigns Evern and Hickes, who aſſiſted 
with the greateſt ſpirit and alacrity the private men 
at the great puns. But for ſuch an handful of men 
as our garriſons then conſiſted of, and the works 
being of ſuch a weak and defenceleſs nature, to 
have made a longer defence, or have cauſed the 
enemy to. raiſe: the ſiege, would have been ſuch an 
inſtance as England for many years hath not ex- 
perienced; and J am afraid will be many more, 
before it will, for reaſons that are too obvious. 
The quantity of ſtotes and ammunition we then 
had in the three forts is almoſt incredible. But * 
Ll . what 
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what avail are powder and ball if walls and ram- 
parts are defenceleſs, and men inſufficient to make 


uſe of them? In ſhort, the French by taking this 


place, made themſelves maſters of the following 
things, all which were immediately ſent to Fron-" 
tenac, viz, Seven pieces of braſs cannon, nineteen, 
fourteen, and twelve pounders; forty eight iron 
cannon of nine, ſix, five, three, and two pounders; 
a braſs mortar. of nine inches, four twelfths, and 
thirteen others of fix and three inches; forty: ſeven 
ſwivel guns; 23,000 lb. of gunpowder; 8000 lb. 
of lead and-muſquet balls; two thouſand nine hun- 
dretl and fifty cannon balls; one hundred and fifty 
bombs, of nine inches, and three hundred more, 
of ſix inches diameter; one thouſand four hundred 
and ſeventy ſix grenadoes; one thouſand and ſeventy 
muſquets; a veſſel pierc'd for eighteen guns; the 
brigantine of ſixteen, a gœletta of ten, a batteaux 
of ten, (the ſloops already mentioned) another of 
eight guns, a ſkiff of eighteen ſwivels, and another 
burnt upon the ſtocks; ſeven hundred and four 
barrels of biſcuit, one thouſand three hundred and 
eighty ſix firkins of bacon and beef; ſeven hundred 
and twelve firkins of meal; thirty two live oxen; 
fifteen hogs; and a large ſum of money in the mi- 
litary cheſt; amounting, as the French ſaid, to 
eighteen thouſand five hundred and ninety fouk 
livres. 

On the 16th they began to remove us; the of- 
ficers were firſt ſent in batteaux, and two hundred 


ſoldiers a day afterwards, till the whole were gone, 


being carried firſt to Montreal, and from thence to 
Quebec. Our duty in the batteaux till we reached 
the firſt place, was very hard and flaviſh: And dur- 
ing the time we were on the lake or river St. Lau- 
rence, it appeared very eaſy and feaſible for com- 
modore Bradley, had he thought proper, to have 
deſtroyed all the enemy's batteaux, and have pre- 


vented 
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vented them from ever landing their cannon within 
forty miles of the fort. But he knew his own 
reaſons for omitting this piece of ſervice beſt. 
Our party arriving at MAontreal in Canada 
on the 28th; we were that night ſecured in the 
fort, as were the reſt as they came in. The French 
uſed yarious-means to win ſome of our troops over 


* to their intereſt, or at leaſt to do their work in the 


fields, which many refuſed, among whom was 
myſelf; who were then conduQed on board a ſhip, 
and ſent to Quelec, where, on arriving the 5th of 
September, we were lodged in a gaol, and kept for 
the ſpace of one month. * #1 | 

During this our captivity, many of our men, ra- 
ther than lie in a priſon went out to work, and aſſiſt 
the French in getting in their harveſt; they having 
then ſcarce any people left in that country but old 
men, women, and children, ſo that the corn was 
continually falling into the ſtubble, for want of 


hands to reap it: But thoſe who did go out, in 


two or three days, choſe confinement again, rather 
than liberty on ſuch terms, being almoſt ſtarved, 
having nothing in the country to live on but dry 
bread, whereas we in the priſon were each of 
us allowed two pounds of bread, and half a pound 
of meat a day, and otherwiſe treated with a good 

deal of humanity. 15 
Eighteen ſoldiers were all the guard they had to 
place over us, who being greatly fatigued with hard 
duty, and dreading our riſing on them, (which 
had we had any arms we might eaſily have done, 
and ravaged the country round, as it was then in- 
tirely deſenceleſs) and the town's people themſelves 
fearing the conſequences of having ſuch a number 
of men in a place where proviſions were at that 
time very {carce and dear, they thought of ſending 
us away, the moſt eligible way of keeping them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves from famine, and accordingly put 500 of us 
on-board a veſſel for England. 

But before I continue the account of our voyage 
home to our native country, I ſhall juſt make a 
ſhort retroſpection on the conſequences which at- 
tended the loſs of Ofwwego, as appeared to us and 
the reſt of the people at Quebec, who knew that 
part of America, to which this important place was 
a ſafeguard. | 

As ſoon as Ofwego was taken our only commu- 
nication from the M9hawt's river, to the lake 
Oneida, was ſtopt up, by filling the place at Mood's 
Creek with great logs and trees for many miles to- 
gether. A few days afterwards the forts at the 
Great Carrying Place, and then our moſt advanced 
poſt into the country of the Six Nations, which I 
have before given a ſhort account of, (and where 
there were at that time above three thouſand men, 
including one thouſand two hundred batteaux-men z 
and which ſtill gave the Six Nations ſome hopes that 
we would defend their country againſt the French) 
were abandoned and deſtroyed, and the troops, 
which were under the command of general Webb, 
retreated to Burnet's field, and left the country, 
and the Six Nations to the mercy of the enemy. 

The French immediately after the taking of O 


wego, demoliſhed, as is ſaid before, all the works 


there, and returned with their priſoners and booty 
to Ticonderoga, to oppoſe our provincial army under 
the command of general Z/in/laow, who had ſhame- 


fully been kept in expectation of the dilatory arri- 


val of lord Lend from attacking Crown Point, 
while the enemy were weak, and it was eaſily in 
our power to have beat them. 


The conſequences of the deſtruction of our forts 
at the Great Carrying Place, and general Webbis 


retreating to Burnet's field, is now, alas! too ap- 


parent to every one acquainted with American af- 
fairs. 
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fairs. The indians of the Six Nations undoubtedly 
looked upon it as abandoning them and their coun- 
try to the French; for they plainly ſaw that we had 
no ſtrong hold near them, and that (by the place at 
Mood s Creek being ſtopped up) we could not if we 
Ip would afford them any aſſiſtance at Onondaga, Cayu- 
ga, and in the Senelea's country, which were their 
chief caſtles: That the forts begun by us in thoſe 
countries were left unfiniſhed, and therefore could 
be of no uſe to them, and which, if we had kept 
the Carrying-Place, we might have finiſhed, and 
2 them ſtill hopes of our being able to de- 
end. N 8 

But deſpairing of our being further ſerviceable to 
them, thoſe /roqueris, who were before our friends, 
and ſome of the others, have indeed deſerted us, and 
the conſequence of ſuch their junctures with the 
French, has begun already to be felt in the loſs of 

Fort George on lake Sacrament. 

The fine country on the Mohawk: river down to 
Albany, was by this ſtep left open to the ravages of 
the enemy, and an eaſy paſſage opened to the French 

and their Indians into the provinces of Penſylvania 
and Neu- Jerſey, by the way of Suſquebanie and 
Delaware rivers, which were before covered by ous 
ſettlements on the Mabatols river, and the Six. Na- 
tians. To conclude, it left the French without the 
leaſt fear of our being able to giye them the leaft 
interruption in their paſſage through lake Ontario, 
and lake Erie, to the frontiers of Penſylvania, Ma- 
ryland, Virginia, and all the ſouthern country. 
Whether theſe my animadverſions are true or 
not, what has been ſince tranſacted in theſe parts, 
and the preſent campaign there, will evince, | 
I hall in the laſt place give a conciſe account of 
the. climates, produce, trade, &c. of North- Ame- 
rica, and firſtt 


Of 
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The province of New-England appears to be 
vaſtly extenſive, being about 400 miles in length, 
and near 300 in breadth, ſituated between 69 and 7 3 
deg. W. Long. and between 41 and 46 deg. N. Lat. 
It was firſt ſettled by the Independents a little before 
the commencement of the civil wars in England 
They tranſported themſelves thither, rather than 
2 would communicate with the church of Eng 

nd. TH 
The lands next the ſea in New- England, are ge- 
nerally low, and the ſoil ſandy; but farther up the 
country it riſes into hills, and on the North-eaſt it 
is rocky and mountainous : The winters are much 
Las here than in Old England, though it lies 9 or 
10 degrees more ſouth, but they have uſually a 
clearer ſky and more ſettled weather, both in win- 
Er and ſummer, than in O! England; and though 
their ſummers are ſhorter, the air is conſiderably 
hotter while it laſts. The winds are very boiſte- 
tous in the winter ſeaſon, and the North wind 
blowing over a long ue of ſrozen and uncultivated 
countries, with ſeyeral freſh water lakes, makes it 
excelhve cold. Their rivers are ſometimes Wir 
ealed in a night's time; the climate is general 
each and 7 reeable to Engliſh ani "ha ve 
The fruits of 02 Englany come to great per- 
fection here, particularly peaches, which are plant- 
ed trees; and we have commonly. 12co. or 1400 
fine peaches on ſuch a tree at one time ; nay, of the 
fruit of one ſingle apple trge in one ſeaſon, nine 
barrels of cyder have been made. Engl/h wheat 
L find does not thrive here, within 40 or 30 miles 
of Ballon; but farther up in the country they have 
it in great plenty, and I think it comes to the ſame 
perfection as in Britain. Now why wheat ſhould 

| | not 
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not grow near this city I confeſs I can aſſign no 
reaſon that will fully ſatisfy the reader's curioſity, 
The conjeCtures upon it are various: Some ven- 
ture to ſay, that it was occaſioned- by the unjuſt 
perſecution of the Duaters, the Independents hav- 
ing vented their ſpleen againſt them in a way the 
moſt rigorous, and in flat contradiction to the laws 
of Chriſtianity. All other grain but wheat thrives 
in this place with great ſucceſs; in particular Ja- 
dian' corn, one grain whereof frequently produces 
' 1200, and ſometimes 200 grains. This corn is 
of three different colours, viz. blue, white and 
yellow. | men“ 
Of NEW- YORK. 

he ſituation of this province is between 72 and 
76 Welt long. and between 41 and 44 North lat. 
being about 200 miles in length, and 100 miles in 
breadth. The lands, in the 7er/eys and South part 
of Neu- Jorb, are low and flat; but as you aſcend 
20 or 30 miles up Hudſon's river the country is rocky 
and mountainous, The air is much milder here 
in winter than in New-England, and in ſummer it 
is pretty much the ſame. The produce and trade 
of New-York and the hee conſiſt in cattle and a 
good breed of horſes. They have plenty of wheat 
and other grain, ſuch as Indian corn, buck- weed, 
oats, barley, and tye. It abounds alſo with ſtore 
of fiſh : they ſupply the ſugar-iſlands with flour, 
ſalt- beef, pork, falt-fiſh, and timber-planks, in re- 
turn for the produce raiſed there. 


Of PENSYLY ANT A. 


The extent of this colony is 200 miles in length. 
and 200 miles in breadth. The ſoil is much better 
than in Jerſey, chiefly conſiſting of a black mold; 
the country riſes gradually as in the adjacent pro- 

4 | vinces, 
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vinces, having the Apalachian mountains on the 
Weſt, and is divided into fix counties. The air, 
it lying in the 40 deg. of N. lat. is near the ſame as 
in New-York, and very healthy to Engl conſti- 
tutions. The produce and merchandize of Penſyl- 
vania conliſts in horſes, pipe-ſtaves, beef, pork, 
falt-fiſh, ſkins, furrs, and all ſorts of grain, viz. 
Wheat, rye, peaſe, oats, barley, buck-weed, In- 
dian corn, Indian peaſe, beans, pot-aſhes, wax, 

&c. and in return for theſe commodities, they im- 
port from the -Carribee iſlands, and other places, 
rum, ſugar, molaſſes, ſilver, negroes, ſalt and 
wine; and from Great- Britain, houſhold goods, 
cloathing of all ſorts, hardware, &c. The nature 
of the ſoil in Penſylvania, the Ferſeys and Neu- 
ort, is extremely proper to produce hemp, flax, 
&c. | | | | 

If the government of , Penſylvania, ſince the 
death of its firſt proprietor Milliam Penn, had taken 
proper methods to oblige the traders to deal juſtly 
with the 7-4:ans, whoſe tempers, when exaſperated 
with reſentment, are more ſavage than the hun- 
gry lion, theſe diſaſters might have been, in a good 
Kefer: prevented. 

intend to conclude this argument in a few words, 
and ſhall endeavour to do juſtice on both ſides, by 
adhering ſtrictly to truth. Know therefore, that 
within theſe late years the Iadiaus being tolerably 
acquainted with the nature of. our commerce, have 
detected the roguery of ſome of the traders, where- 
upon they lodged many and grievous complaints 
/ to. colonel Miſer, the interpreter between them 
and the Engliſh, of the injurious and fraudulent 
uſage they had received for ſeveral years backwards 
from white people, who had cheated them out of 
their ſkins and furrs, not giving them one quarter 
their value for them,  _ | . 


Likewiſe 
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_ Likewiſe they remonſtrated, that whereas hunt- 
ing was the chief way or art: they ever had to earn 
2 livelihood” by; game was now become ver) 
fearce, becauſe the 'whites practiſed it ſo much oi 
their ground, deſtroying their prey. Colonel 
Meiſer, their intetpreter, adviſed them to bring 
down their ſkins and furrs to Philadelphia themfelves, 
promiſing that he would take proper care to ſee 
their goods vended to their advantage. Whereupon 
they did ſo; in purſuance of his inſtructions, and 
nding it their intereſt, reſolved to continue in the 
way he had chalked out for them; for now they 
nd 


were ſupplied with every thing they wanted f 
the merchants ſhops, at the cheapeſt rates. 
thus it plainly appeared to the Indians, that they 
had been long impoſed on by the traders, and there- 
fore they were determined to have no more dealings 
with them. This conduct and ſhyneſs of the In- 
Aant was very diſagreeable to ſeveral gentlemen of 
the province, who were neatly intereſted in that 
ſpecies of commerce. | 
Accordingly, in the years 1753 and 1754, ſome 
of the traders had the aſſurance to renew their 

friendſhip with them, when, inftead' of remitting 

them clothes and other neceſſaries as had been 
uſual,” and were moſt proper for them, they, with 
inſidious purpoſes, carried them large quanti- 
ties of rum in ſmall caſks; which they knew the 
natives were fond of, under colour of giving it 
them gratis. In this manner were the ſavages in- 
veigled into liquor by the Whites, who took the 
opportunity while they were intoxicated of going 
off with their ſkins and furrs; but the natives, 
recovering from the debauch, ſoon detected the 
villainy, and in revenge, killed many of the 
traders, and went ditectly over to the French, who 
_ encouraged them to ſlay every Enęliſß perſon” they 
could meet with, and deſtroy their houſes by fice, 
| 8 giving 
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giving them orders to ſpare neither man, woman 
nor child. Beſides, as a further incitement to dili- 
gence in this bloody taſk, they promiſed the ſa- 
vages the reward of 151. ſterl. for every ſcalp they 
ſhould take, on producing the ſame before any of 
his Ha Chriſtian majeſty's officers, civil or mi- 


litary. 

Thas our perfidious enemies inſtigated thoſe un- 
reaſonable barbarians to commence acts of depre- 
dation, violence and murder on the ſeveral inhabi- 
tants in North- America in 1754, and more eſpe- 
cially in Pen/ylvania, as knowing it to be the moſt 
defenceleſs province on the continent. This con- 
ſideration prompted the ſavage race to exhauſt their 
malicious fury on it in particular, 


Of MARYLAND. 


This country extends about 150 miles in length, 
and 137 miles in breadth. The lands are low and 
flat next the ſea; towards the heads of rivers they 
riſe into hills, and beyond lie the Apalachian Moun- 


tains, which are exceeding, high. The air of this 


province is exceſſive hot ſome part of the ſummer, 


and equally cold in the winter, when the North- 
weſt wind blows ; but the winters are not of ſo 
long duration here as in ſome other colonies ad- 
joining to it, In the ſpring of the year they are 


' infeſted with thick heavy fogs that riſe from the 


low lands, which render the air more unhealthy for 
Engliſh conſtitutions ; and hence it is, that in the 
aforeſ.id ſeaſon the people are conſtantly affſicted 
with agues. 

The produce of this country is chiefly tobacco, 
planted and cultivated here with much application, 
and nearly the ſame ſucceſs as in Virginia, and their 


principal trade with England is in that article, It 


allo 
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alſo affords them moſt ſorts of the grain and fruits 
of Zurope and America. Ty 


Of VIRGINI 4. 


The extent of this province is computed to be 
260 miles in length, and 220 miles in breadth, be- 
ing moſtly low, flat land. For one hundred miles 
up the country, there is ſcarce a hill or a ſtone to 
be ſeen., The air and ſeaſons (it lying between 
36 and 39 of North Lat.) depend very- much on 
the wind as to heat and cold, dryneſs and moiſture. 
The North and North-weſt winds are very nitrous 
and piercing cold, or elſe boiſterous and ſtormy : 
The South and South-eaſt winds, haſy and ſultry 
hot. In winter they have a fine clear air, which 
renders it very pleaſant; The froſts are ſhort, but 
ſometimes ſo very ſharp that rivers are froze over 
three miles broad. Snow often falls in large quan- 
tities ; but ſeldom continues above two or three 


days at moſt. 


* 


* 


The ſoil, though generally ſandy and ſhallow, 
produces tobacco of the beſt quality in great abun- 
dance. The people's uſual food is Indian corn. made 
into hommony, boiled to a pulp, and comes the 
neareſt to buttered-wheat of any thing I can com- 
pare it to. They have horſes, cows, ſheep, and 
hogs in prodigious plenty, many of the laſt running 
wild in the woods. The regulation kept here is 
much the ſame as in Neu-England; every man 
from 16 to 60 years of age is inliſted into the mi- 
litia, and muſtered once a year, at a general review, 
and four times a year by troops and companies, 
Their military complement, by computation, 
amounts to about 30, ooo effective men, the col- 
lective number of the inhabitants, men, women 
and children, to 100, 500, and including ſervants 


and ſlaves, to twice that number. 0 
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Of CAROLIN A. 


. This colony is computed to extend 660 miles in 
length; but its breadth is unknown. The lands 
here are generally low and flat, and not a hill to be 
ſcen from St. Auguſtine to Virginia, and a great way 
beyond. *Tis moſtly covered with woods where 
the planters have not cleared it. About 100 miles 
welt of the coaſt, it ſhoots up into eminences, and 
continues to riſe gradually all along to the Apala- 
chian Mountains, which are about 160 miles diſtant 
ſrom the ocean. The North parts of Carolina are 
very uneven, but the ground is extremely proper 
for producing wheat; and all other ſorts of grain 
that grow in Europe will come to great perfection 
here. The South- parts of Carolina, if properly 
cultivated, might be made to produce ſilk, wine, 


and oil. This country yields large quantities of 


rice, of which. they yearly ſhip off to other colonies 
about 80, ooo barrels, each barrel containing 400 wt. 
beſides they make abundance of tar, pitch, and 
turpentine. They carry on alſo a great trade with 
deet- skins, and furrs, to all places of Europe, which 
the Eng liſb receive from the Judians in barter for 
guns, powder, knives, ſciſſars, looking-glaſles, 
n rum, tobacco, coarſe-cloath, Sc. 

The Engliſb chapmen carry theſe pack - horſes five 
or 600 miles into the country, Weſt of Charles 
T own; but moſt of the commerce is confined with» 
in the limits of the Cree and Cherokee nations, which 
do not lie above 350 miles from the coalt. The 
air is very temperate and agreeable both ſummer and 
winter. Carolina is divided into two diltinct wo 
vinces, diz. North and South Carolina. 
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- * Of NOVA-SCOT1 A. 


This place extends about 600 miles in length, 
and 450 in breadth: The air is pretty much the 
ſame as in Old England : The ſoil is, for the moſt 


part, barren ; but where it is cleared and cultivat- 


ed, it affords good corn and paſture, Here is fine 
timber, and fit for building, from whence pitch and 
tar may be extracted. Here alſo hemp and flax 
will grow, ſo that this country will be capable of 
furniſhing all manner of. naval ſtores. It abounds 
likewiſe with deer, wild-fowl, and all ſorts of game. 
On the coaſt is one of the fineſt cod-fiſheries in the 
world. European cattle, viz. Sheep, oxen, ſwine, 
horſes, &c. they have in great abundance. The 
winters are very cold, their froſts being ſharp and 
of a long duration : Their ſummers are moderate- 


ly hot, ſo that the climate, in the main, ſeems to 


be agreeable to Engliſb conſtitutions. 


Of CANADA. 


I ſhall cloſe the deſcription of the American color 
nies, with a ſhort account of the ſoil and produce 
of French Canada. Its extent is, according to their 
map, 1 800 miles in length, and 1260 in breadth, 
The ſoil, in the low lands near the river St. Lau- 
rence, will, indeed, raiſe wheat; but, withal, I found 
it ſo ſhallow, that it would not produce that grain 
above two years, unleſs it was properly manured. 
About 20 miles from the ſaid river, ſo hilly and 
mountainous is the country, that nothing but In- 
dians and wild ravenous beaſts reſort there. How- 
ever, they have plenty of rye, Indian corn, buck- 
weed, and oats; likewiſe of horſes, cows, ſheep, 
ſwine, c. But I have obſerved, that fruits of any 
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of the Exgliſb ſettlements, which is owing to the 
long duration and exceſſive cold of their winters, 
The ſummer is ſhort and temperately hot. The 


climate, in general, is healthy and agreeable to EU- 


ropean conſtitutions. And ſo much for the pro- 
vinces in North- America, 
It is now high time to return to the embarkation 


at Quebec. Five hundred of us, being to be ſent to 


England, were put on board La Renomme, a French 
paquet-boat, captain Dennis Vitree commander: 
We ſailed under a flag of truce, and though the 
French behaved with a good deal of politeneſs, yet 
we were almoſt ſtarved for want of proviſions. One 
biſcuit, and two ounces of pork a day, being all 
our allowance, and half dead with cold, having but 
few-clothes, and the veſſel being ſo ſmall, that the 


major part of us were obliged to be upon deck in 


all weathers. After a paſſage of ſix weeks, we at 
laſt, to our great joy, arrived at Plymouth on the 
ſixth of November 1756. But theſe our troubles 
and hardſhips were not, as we expected, put to a 
period for ſome time; ſcruples ariſing to the com- 
miſſaries and admiral there, about taking us on 
ſhore, as there was no cartel agreed on between the 
French and Engliſh, we were confined on board, 
until the determination of the lords of the admiralty 
ſnould be known; lying there in a miſerable con- 
dition {even or eight days, before we received or- 
ders to diſembark, which, when we were permitted 
to do, being ordered from thence, in d fferent par- 
ties to Totes, Kingsbridge, Newton- Bufbil, News 
ton-Abbot, in Devonſhire, | was happy in being quat- 
tered at Kingſbridge, where I met with ſuch civility 
and entertainment, as I had for a long time been a 
ſtranger to. | 
In zbout four months we were again ordered to 
Plymcuth-Duck, to bedraughted into other regiments ; 
where, on being inſpected, I was, on account ot 
W055 the 
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the wound J had received in my hand, diſcharged 
as incapable of further ſervice : And, was allowed 
the ſum of ſix ſhillings to carry me home to Aber. 
dren, near the place of my nativity 3 but N 
that ſum inſufficient to ſubſiſt me half the way, I 

was obliged to make my application to the honour- 
able gentlemen of the city of York, where, on con- 
ſidering my neceſſity and reviewing my manuſcript 
on the tranſactions of the Indians, herein before- 
mentioned, thought proper to have it printed for 
my own benefit, which they chearfully ſubſcribed 
unto. And after diſpoſing of ſeveral of my books 
through the ſhire, I took the firſt opportunity of 
going in queſt of my relations at Aberdeen, where 
I received very. barbarous uſage and ill treatment, 
occaſioned by complaining againſt the illegal prac- 
tice of k:4napping, in the beginning of my book, 
which I ſhall hereafter finally deſcribe in the fol- 


* pages. 


A Dr8couRsr on KIDNAPPING: 


With proper Directions for Tradeſmen, and others, 
* to avoid ſlavery, when tranſported from their na- 
tive country by the inſtigation of perfidious traders, 


HE following lines, when duly confidere!, will 

be of no difficulty for the meaneſt capacity to 
inderfland, as the ſubject is of no other deſign, than 
intirely calculated to open the eyes of the neigh- 
bouring poor, ho have ſuffered tribulations, and 
troubled minds, for the loſs of their children ; 
which nature binds every chriitian father or mother, 
to be as valuable to them, as: their own lives. And 
as it is abſurd to imagine, that any parents would 
diſpoſe of their own fleſh and blood to ſtrangers 


who make a prey of innocent children, to maintain 
5 their 
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their wealth and grandeur, where the unhappy vic- 
tims are left in the remoteſt parts of the world, 
where they can meet with no redreſs for the injuries 
done to them, | 

But if the miſconduct of ſome people, was but | 
printed in their foreheads, themſelves, as well as | 
their actions, would look odious to the world; but 1 
to prevent diſcovering any of their former, ſubtile 1 
contrivance:, would much rather hazard their own 
ſouls, or baniſh the perſon ſo manifeſting the truth 
againſt them, from the place of his nativity : Sen- 1 
ſible I am that what I have already deſcribed againſt j 
my firſt proſecutors, talliates with the truth in every, 
particular, wherein many as well as myſelf, have | 
been led into ſlavery and bondage for a number of 
years, and obliged to put up with the reſentment 
and arbitrary controul of ſtrangers, when ſeparated. | 
from our deareft relations, which at ſuch times as { 
this, are not capable to afford us the leaſt comfort or 1 
relief. Hard fate to ſuffer this, harder ſtill to be, 
proſecuted for telling the intereſting tale. I ſpeak, 
this by experience, to the ſhame of ſome in Aler- 
deen, near the place of my nativity, where I had 
gone in queſt of my relations, which, after ſo long 
and ſtrange an abſence, my appearance molt occur 
with ſatisfaction to all my friends, who have been 
deprived of the comfortable enjoyment of my per- 
ſon, from the years of my infancy, which they un- 
doubtedly expected to embrace.  KipnaeePixG,, 
followed by thoſe monſters of impiety, for the lucre 
of gain, may be compared to the ſavage conduct, 
before mentioned; who, for to maintain. their 
wealth and grandeur, would cut, mangle, and bar-, 
barouſly deſtroy all innocent families they met with. 
What leſs guilt can be upon kidnappers conſc.ences, 
than thoſe of the ſavage race, who boaſt not of hu- 
manityz and if they do ſuch crimes, it is to their 
enemies, for the ſake of plunder, What can ſome 
E 3 . " of 
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of the worthy merchants of Aberdeen ſay for them. 
ſelves ; have not they been guilty of that villainous 
trade, contrary to the laws of God, and all civi- 
lized nations, in ſuch an unlawful manner, that the 
blood of the innocent cries againſt them for reme- 
dy; and as it is certain this execrable practice called 
Kidnapping, was put into execution about the year 


1740, by four or five merchants in the city, ſome 


of which have ſince deſerted their country, for rea- 
fons too well known; much about this time, I re- 
member there were idle fellows employed by thoſe 


worthy undertakers, to cajole men, women and 


children, to ſerve as flaves in the plantations abroad. 
The old people being ignorant what manner to 
take for their own advantage ; rely intirely on the 
faiFpromiſe of the merchants, which Jeluſfone pro- 
ved fatal to many of the unhappy victims, that were 
innocently led into captivity, much more infants 
from ſix years old to fourteen, that were not capable 
to contract for themſelves, and were ſent off with- 
out the conſent or knowledge of any one of their pa- 
rents, who doubtleſs would lament their loſs, and 


in all probability they could imagine nothing elſe of 


the matter, but ſome untimely end were the occa- 
ſion, in ſome unlucky place or other, where death 
has cloſed their eyes, and the fowls of the air, or 
the fiſhes of the ſea, have concealed their carcaſes 


from the face of the earth. I heſe dreadful appre- 


henſions, we may well ſuppoſe, filled my relations 
with tears, when not knowinz the condition the'r poor 
child was in. | Ha 

What h-art can even think of this, and be un- 
move] with pity, to fee fuch monſters of impiety 
depriving parents of the comfortable enjoyment of 
their children; by ſecuring them in the concealed 
places of the city, till ſuch times they had got in 
their complemen:, defigned for that vile and wicked 


purpoſe, which myſelf, as well as others, have ſuf- 
* fered 
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fered very conſiderably in, by the falſe and critical 
ſchemes of politic traders, who for ſome years palt, 
endeavoured to deceive the world, with their cun- 
ning inventions, but ſome of them are now fallen 


into the ſnares of their own imaginations, and no 


wonder, for the curſe of many followed their pro- 
_ceedings. To carry on their trade more effectually, 


I remember there were villains employed to cajole 


young children, by giving them a penny, or a half- 
penny, making them believe that they were then 
lifted, which infants were put into confinement, till 
ſuch time as they got the opportunity of ſending 


them to the plantations in America. I being one 


of thoſe unhappy youths ſo treated, when in the 
years of my infancy, not capable to contract for 
myſelf, was ſent off with many others, without the 
conſent or knowledge of any of my relations. 

To ſubjoin to this account for the better under- 


ſtanding and ſatisfaction of the inquilitive reader, 


I ſhall only ſubmit myſelf to the following queries. 


Is Whether or no, this may not be called Kid. 


napping, when children are taken from their parents 
without their conſent, in a ſtate of infancy, and 
not capable to avouch for themſelves, at the ſame 
time conf:;ed to priſon, to conceal them from their 
friends, 

2. If theſe their proceedings were according to 
law, or agreeable to the inclination of the perſons 
ſo imprifoned, what needs there be any confinement 
in the caſe z when a perſon inliſts himſelf into any 
ſervice "as a volunteer, what occaſion is there to put 
him under any arbitrary controul ? but my antago- 
niſts well knew the impracticability of children 
abiding to any obligation extorted from them, where- 
fore we were impriſoned on board of ſhips, and other 
places in the city convenient for that uſe, until they 


had got in their complement ſuitable for that de- 


ſign, | 
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By this you may eaſily ſee the chriſtian diſpoſition 
of my adverfaries, which they now boaſt ſo much 
of; together with their many fair promiſes, never 
after performed to any, much leſs to infants deluded 
from their diſtant places of abode, and ſent as ſlaves 
to the plantations, where they are obliged to put up 
with the impoſition and arbitrary contioul of their 
maſters, ſome of which have as little regard to 

- Chriſtianity, as the former herein mentioned. 

Fo continue this narrative the more ſuccinct, for 
the edification of the reader; it may not be impro- 
per to give you ſome intelligence of their uſage when 
fold jn the plantations, as well as a conciſe account 


of the regard the merchants have to their promiſes 


to you: the deceitfulneſs of their proceedings has 
bren ſo detrimental to me, and others, that I hope 
this will be taken as a curious piece of information 
to the public, who have not concerned themſelves 


with any ſach-erroneous principles; and, to prevent 


my countrymen from ſuffering the like hoſtilities for 
the ſutute, I ſhall with the greateſt truth and alacrity, 


(Jay before you the whole circumſtances, that the 
caſe requires, which I am ſure will be of a bencfi- - 


cial ſervice to tradefmen and others, that have a de- 
fire of puſhing their fortunes in the flouriſhing plan- 


tations in America, which God hath bleſſed with 
- evety thing ſuitable to the natural ſubſiſtence ' of 


mankind, 


But as you are fo blindly, and falſely informed, 


by thoſe who would make your ignorance their gain, 
| telling you many things that never will come to 
paſs ; I will inform you of ſuch things as will be 


to your advantage, which I can well teſtify for truth. 


Hearken not to any that want to make you believe, 
that you can live in that country without work; for 
every man muſt endeavour for his living there, as 


well as here; but an induftrious perſon may ſoon 
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and eaſily obtain riches, on the account he receives 
ſuch a great reward. for his labour. | 


- This, with many other inſtances compared toge- 


ther, will be ſufficient to maintain my argument, as 
well as to make my antagoniſts aſhamed of their 
behaviour to me; in conſequence whereof, I re- 


member when in confinement at Aberdeen in my 


inſancy, with ſeveral other of my unhappy com- 
panions, as uncapable to know their deſtination, ag 
I myſelf, only the word paſſed among us by our 
keepers, that we were going to a country where we 
ſhould be maintained like gentlemen ; and ride in 


our coaches, with ſeveral negroes to attend us; be- 


ſides we ſhould enjoy ſome thoufands of acres of 
land as our own; and in a fhort time be able to 
come home to ſez our friends, with great grandeur, 
T hofe falſe and artful infinuations diverted our fan+ 
cies with the pleaſing hopes of obtaining theſe pro- 
miſes ; and being but a parcel of infants, looſed our 
thoughts from our relations, expecting the things 
that never were deſi igned for us. 

The good intentions of their humanity to us, I 
ſhall hereafter deſcribe, for the benefit of the pub» 
lic, as being matter of inconteſtable truth, by the 
ſtrongeſt proofs any propoſition can poſſibly admit 
of; and as I think we are all ſenſible alike, that the 
deceitfulneis of fome men are longer of being mas 
nifeſted to the eye of the world than others, although 


their erroneous principles are determined to abſtract 


from their neighbour's proſperity, to maintain * 


on pride. 
Theſe reaſons, I boy, will induce me to give you 


ſome further account of the merchants behavivur 


to us when landed in America, in order that my 


countrymen may avoid the like circumſtances for the 


future; all the concern they had to fulfil their pro- 
miſes, was only till fuch times they had got the 


quickeſt opportunity to diſpoſe of us to the planters, 
4 E 5 | ſome 
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ſome of which would buy ten, ſome twenty; and 
drive us through the country, like a parcel of ſheep 
to the ſlaughter, expoſing us for ſale, in all pub- 
lic fairs and markets, as brute beaſts. Thus treated 
and abuſed by our own neighbours, by what reaſon 
can we expect better uſage from theſe our new 
, maſters. But luckily as it happened for me, I fell 
into the hands of my own countryman, who uſed 

me in a tender manner, contrary to many others, 

| to one in my condition, In this place, there is no 

. thanks due to Kidnappers, for if the devil came in 

| the ſhape of a man to them, with money in his 

hands, it would be accepted, as well as of the ho- 

| neſteſt man in the world; for their conſciences 

might equally the ſame allow them to commit mur- 

| | der on the high road, to maintain their grandeur, 

| as to be guilty of cajoling children from their parents, 


5 


who, doubtleſs, would cauſe their troubled fa- 
ther and mother to accompliſh their ſorrow within 
the grave many years ſooner than probably they 
| would have done, becauſe of the anguiſh and grief 
| they muſt naturally have for the loſs of their chil- 
| drep, which may very properly be termed, Murder 
concealed; when after ſo many fair and deceitful 
| deluſions, the children ſent off and ſold, ſometimes 
| to crue] maſters, whoſe ill treatment, obliges them 
oftentimes to elope, to avoid flavery, and as there 
| 
| 


is no probability of making their eſcape, as they 
are always taken and brought back, and for every 
day they are away from their maſter, they ſerve a 
week, and for every week a month, and for every 
month a year, befides obliged to pay all coſts and 
charges that is' advertifed for apprehending them, 
which will commonly bring him in a flave for four 
or five years longer at leaſt. This dreadful arbitrary 
| -  "eontroul, often occaſions the unhappy victims, to put 
1 an end to their own miſerable lives, which inſtances 
| of the kind has many times covered the earth with 
4 5 only 


only the melancholy ſpectacle of a deluded ſoul, 
who has ſuffered in a manner the moſt deplorably 
cruel that human malice could invent. In the next 
place, the planters are of an idle diſpoſition, nor 
caring to fatigue themſelves with much hard work. 
But as ſoon as they can raiſe 20 or 30 J. they will 
buy ſervants from the European merchants, theſe they 
will make ſlaves for four or five years, and ſome for 
| ſeven years, in which they are put to the woods, 

and obliged to perform ſuch a quantity of work 
every day, or elſe they are ſeverely puniſhed by their 
maſters, who review their labour at night. 

The ſervant, whatſoever wrong is impoſed upon 
him, dare not vindicate himſelf for fear of offend- 
ing his maſter, whoſe evil temper muſt always be 
humoured, elſe there is nothing to be had of him 
but ſtrokes and blows. This is commonly the 


practice throughout the different governments in 


America, and eſpecially in Maryland, where our 
merchants here, that follow that execrable branch 
of buſineſs, would much rather ſupply that place, 
than any other province on the continent, becauſe 


they barter for tobacco, and in that commodity ny F 


get great profit, in tranſporting of it to England, 
where they will make about 50 fer centum, as the 
price of it there is -not exceeding one penny per 
pound, to thoſe that agree for large quantities, 

In the next place, you will find Maryland inha- 
bited moſtly by convicts, that have been baniſhed 
from their native country for miſdemeanors, ſome 

of whom become very expert in trading with to- 
bacco, and oftentimes are able to contract with their 
correſpondents in Europe, to ſend them over men, 
women and children, which are very uſeful to la- 
bour-amongft this article that the country moſtly 
produces. But the fallacious promiſes of your un- 
dertakers here, are ſo pernicious to, the good of 
thoſe whom they deceive, that it often, as I ſaid he- 
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fore, proves their utter deſtruction; for ignorant peo- 
ple when they indent themſelves for fouf or five years 
. to ſerve in the plantations, imagine they will have 
great wages, to be paid to them ewty year, as it is 
in their own country. I make no ꝗueſtion but there 
is policy enough uſed to induce you to believe lo, 
but there is no ſuch entertainment in any patt of 
America, for you muſt ſerve your indented time, 
Agreeable to the laws of the country, without hiv- + 
ing any thing allowed you, but according to the 
diſcretion of your maſters ; which you may depend 
will be no more than cloaths inſufficient to cover 
your -nakedneſs. 
Heſides, you that indent yourſelves in the afore- 
ſaid manner, labour under a great diſadvantage, for 
the country is of opinion, that when men or wo- 
men are come to the years of maturity, they will 
not tranſport themſelves as ſlaves for any number of 
years, , unleſs they be guilty of ſome wicked crime 
or other; for they are looked upon, to be in the 
ſame roll with convicts, who indent themſelves in the 
ſame manner as you, in order to prevent diſcover- 
6 ing their roguery. | 
The country have been ſo much impoſed upon 
by the laſt mentioned, that honeſt people have ſuf- 
fered conſiderably, both in perſon and eſtate, by 
allowing theſe villains to be evidences for them- 
ſelves and againſt others; but a ſtop has been put 
to this ſome time ago, that none of them who 
come over in the indented way, will be allowed 
this privilege, either for themſelves, or againſt their 
- neighbours, without they have along with them a 
legal certificate from the place of their nativity, 
ſigned and atteſted by proper authority there; ſig- 
nifying thaShe, or they, came of honeſt parents, 
and that it was not for any diſhoneſt thing they 
left them; this being approved of and recorded in 
the court of jultice, the perſons oath will then be 
deemed lawſul; but yoll often neglect this material 


point 


PETER WILLIAMSON. trog- 
point, hearkening to your falſe prophets,” who 
would deceive the very elect, if poflible, to gain 
their own ends; making you believe the place of 
your deſtination lows with milk and honey, All 
this I will allow may be had in America in great 
plenty, with an honeft endeavour ; but firſt you 
will find that out of the ſweet will come forth' 
bitter. Inſtead of receiving what was promiſed to 
you here, as ſoon as you attive there you will be 
fold for four years, or, if under age, for ſeven years, 
to any planter that will purchaſe you from the mer- 
chants, who will put you to hard work, without 
being allowed to leave your maſter's premiſes, dur- 
ing your indented time, without his order in wri- a 
ting; or elſe you will be taken up as a deſerter, 
and puniſhed according to the cuſtom of the coun- 
try. All this trouble you bring on yourſelves for 
only the ſingle paſſage over, which favour you 
might readily obtain of any captain for about three 
pounds, or ſometimes leſs, and then you will be 
your own maſters, and nced not be controlled by 
any. Beſides you are looked upon as gentlemen, 
and may follow all lawful imployments whatſoever, 
which you are always ſure of meeting with on your 
arrival in Amcrica, where you will $1,d a great 
deal of odds between an indented ſervant and a free 
man, inſomuch that an mduftrious perſon may, in 
four years time, clear 2001, ſterling. | Likewiſe 
the Jaws in the plantations are very ſevere ag.inft 
indented ſervants, firſt occaſioned by the many con- 
vis ſent from Great Bri ain, &c. Which was 
rightly judged, that ſuch felonious perſons ſhould 
be bound to ſlavery for a certain number 'of years, 
and the laws of the country made ſuitable to their 
actions, or elſe in a li:tle time there would have 
been no living for honeſt people. The profit of 
this practice has been ſo well experienced by ſore 
at home, that men, women and children have been 
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led into captivity, without apprehending the conſe- 
quence thereof, equally the ſame as the others be- 
fore-mentioned, on pretence of giving them great 
reward. | 
From what J have already ſaid you may have a 
true idea of the deſign of indented ſervants, al- 
though-there might have been much more enlarged 
on the ſubject; but as time and place will not per- 
mit, I ſhall beg leave from relating any thing fur- 
ther on'the affair, but only obſerving the preſent 
opportunity that young men have to puſh their for- 
tunes, by going to America in an honourable way, 
both. to their own advantage and for the good of 
their king and country; and as the Britiſb troops 
are now in a fair way of ſubduing our enemies in 
that part of the world, which I hope, with good 
conduct the next campaign to ſee a compleat con- 
jueſt over French Canada. It being a fine and 
plentiful ſettlement, pleaſantly ſituated on the river 
of St. Laurence, where there is land enough cleared 
to ſubſiſt near twenty thouſand families, if properly 
cultivated; and every one that now liſts in the 
Highland regiments, is almoſt ſure of making 
their fortunes; beſides, „great reſpect is ſhown to 
foldiers there, the country finding them proviſions 
gratis, and likewiſe their pay running on, which 
they. receive every month, and ſome regiments are 
paid once a week. | 
In ſhort, your encouragement is of ſuch a bene- 
ficial nature, that you abſolutely ſtand in your own 
light to refuſe it; for a ſoldier will ſave more in 
one year in America than he can in Britain for ſe- 
ven; and at this preſent critical junQure of time, 
you will be of great ſervice to your king and coun- 
try: the very thoughts of a Highland regiment will 
do more execution amongſt the ſavages than five 
thouſand other ,troops, becauſe of their new way 
of ſcalping, that is, cutting off their heads at N 
| vw 
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blow with the broad ſword ; for the. natives think 
when their heads are gone they will not be able to 
riſe at the reſurrection of the dead. 

Although they have but a very faint idea of a 
Deity, yet they are very ſuperſtitious in their way, 
for when they bury the dead they take all the care 
imaginable to preſerve their heads above the earth. 

* Likewiſe if wounded in the field of battle, would 
much rather die in their wounds, than ſuffer their 


| limbs to be cut from their bodies: The reaſon aſ- 


ſigned for this cannot be rightly diſtinguiſhed by 
any, for they are very cautious of diſcovering their 
mind to white people; but it is certain, that they 
believe in a future Being, and that after death they 
will go tothis Good Man,whom they now think lives. 
beyond the Weftern Mountains, ready to receive 
them when they depart this life, if in caſe they are 
not any w:ſe diſabled, and bring along with them 
their inſtruments of war; which is the uſual cuf-: 
tom of the Indians to put their Tomahawk and gun 
in the grave with the dead, in order to fight for this 
Good Man when they riſe again, in oppoſition to 
evil ſpirits. But the dreadful apprehenſions of the 
Highlanders fills them with ſuch a panick fear of 
cutting off their heads, which they think will for 
ever deprive them of being of ſervice to their Good 
Maſter, whom they are in expectation of ſeeing, 
when departed from their friends here; by this it 
evidently appears, that they believe in a divine 
Being, but, for want of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
they ſuppoſe that they will inhabit a future ſtate 
with the ſame body, under the ſame inconvenien= 
cies and defects they now have on earth. 
Although ſome part of America is inhabited by 
ſavages, yet that need not give you any trouble in 
going there to ſerve your king and. country, for 
there is ten that call themſelves Chriſtians to one of 
the natives, and if the French were but conquered 
in 
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1 in theſe parts of the globe, the Indians would never 
moleſt you, which is now eaſily in our power to 
ſubdue Canada before Auguſt 17 59. Th 
I made the following obſervations, in 1756, 
when taken at the fiege of Oſuugo, and conduc-" 
ted to Montreal and Quebec, where I was ad- 
mitted a priſoner at large in both cities for 
ſdveral months, having then an opportunity of 
viewing the fortifications and ſtrength of thoſe 
places, I thought it neceſſary to take ſome account F 
thereof, hoping that it might be of ſervice to the 
B.itiſb intereſt, if in caſe an invaſion was intended 
againſt Canada; neither did the moſt convenient 
roads eſcape my memory, leading from Cr:wn- 
Point and Ofweg» to the heart of the Frencheountry, 
being the only way our troops had to purſue their 
deſigns againſt the enemy; in. which my conſtant 
ſtudy was to deſcribe the moſt difficult paſſes our 
army had to go throw during the time of their 
march from Albany to Canada, as it cannot be ex- 
pected our generals and commanders in chief from 
Europe have any knowledge of theſe parts of the 
world, any other way than by the information of 
travellers, whoſe experience, perhaps, gained them 
the point of knowledge. This being my cafe, 
I flatter myſelf with the pleahng hopes that theſe 
my plans have been of ſome ſervice to this ſ.c- 
- ceſsful; campaizn in America. As the following 
Plans were firſt publiſhed at Gla/powp in the begin- 
ning of the year 1758, (the time the Highland 
regiments were going to America every off cer 
in that corps purchaſed one of theſe books, as afford - 
ing ſome uſeſul hints for the opetat ons of the war, 
as appears from the ſollowing Plan for taking of 


— 


Queler, and ſubduing all Canada. þ= 
As Lourſbiurg is in our poſſe flion, the key of their 
country, proper plans might ſoon be concluded up- 
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on to invade Canada early in the ſpring, and with- 
out doubt make ourſelves maſters of it. '? 
« Firſt, To divide our forces into three diviſions, : 
in order to ſeparate the enemy; then proceed to ac- 
tion in the manner following : For ten men'of war, 
with as many thouſand troops to embark at 
Cape Breton about the latter end of April, with 
all neceſſary implements for carrying on a ſiege" , 
againſt Quebec, one of the principal towns the 


French have in America, and is now lying open to 


our armed ſhips ; which, if they arrive in the river 
of St. Laurence early in the ſpring with the fore-- 
ſaid forces, they will undoubtedly alarm the enemy, 
and oblige Monſieur de Montcalm to attend with 
all his army to watch our motions in landing the 
| kroops in their territories,” This expedition ought to 
be carried on with a precautious concern; yet, at 
the ſame time giving the enemy an expeRtation of 
a daily approach, when, on the other hand, they 
are procuring for themſelves a longer delay, in or- 
der for the better advantage of the two diviſions 
before-mentioned : for if the fleet give proper alatms 
to the enemy it will bring the major part of their 
forces from Crown- Point, neither would it be ne- 
ceſſary to land the troops for a conſiderable time, 
except we are ſure of keeping the field, and if you 
are obliged to retreat, there is not much danger, 
As you may be protected under the fire of _ | 
8 
6 Secondly, The ſecond diviſton at Albany, con- 
ſiſting of ten thouſand men for carrying this plan 
into execution, ought to be on their march for 
Crown Point about the tenth of April, and by tak-- 
ing of this fort we have a fine and open communi- 
cation from thence to the heart of Canada, which 
in three days time the whole army may nikeeh to 
Montreal, or in fix to Vuebec. 


LE 
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Thirdly, The third diviſion, conſiſting of ten 
- thouſand men, ſhould be on their march about the 
ſame time with the ſecond diviſion, for fort Frontenac, 
that lies North of Ofwego, on the head of St. 
Laurence, By taking this garriſon it cuts off the 
communication of the French from. the Ohio, as 
well as retaking all our veſſels loſt at O/wego; then, 
on the ſurrendering of the place, which will in 
conſequence fall into our hands, if we. only go and 
demand it; from thence our troops may proceed to 
Muntteal with a great deal of eaſe, down the river 
of St. Laurence in the batteaux, where they may 
arrive in about four days, 
But I muſt in this place obſerveto you, that there 
is a ſmall fort on the ſame river in your way, about 
ſixty miles below Frontenac, it is made of ſtoccades 
with four block-houſes one in each corner, mounted 
with a few ſmall ſwivel guns: there is alſo on the 
North eaſt ſide of it two large barracks, that by 
computation may hold about five hundred men 
each; but the fortification appeared to me of ſo 
little ſtrength that I think it will give you no re- 
ſiſtance; it being only a magazine and ſtore houſe 
for the French troops on their road to the Ohio: 
from thence there is nothing elſe to diſturb you, 
till arrived at Montreal; this town is ſurrounded 
with a ſtone wall about three feet thick, and in 
the middle of the city there is a piece of riſing 
ground, whereon is a fortification with eight fix 
pounders in it. The town ſeems to be of no con- 
dition to ſtand a ſiege againſt any ſuch number of 
forces before · mentioned, ſo that it muſt in a few 
days fall into our hands. % | 
Likewiſe iu the mean time if there were ſucceſs 
obtained at Croun-Point, the moſt of that army 
might march into Canada, and join the troops at 
Montreal, or when the fort is regularly beſieged, 


five thouſand men is ſufficient to keep them in action, 
| when 
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when the others might be ſeparated, if occaſion re- 
e thre at Quebec, which you may depend 
that the timely arrival of our fleet in the river of 
St. Laurence, would oblige all the French regulars 


to abide there. | 
To let you know, this is one of the ſtrongeſt for- 


tified places in Canada, and will, no doubt, make 
great reſiſtance againſt its enemies. It is allo ſur- 


rounded on the land fide by a ſtrong ſtone wall be- 


tween 20 and 30 foot high, and by computation 
near as broad, with places on the ramparts to mount 
about an hundred cannon ; all of which were mak- 
ing ready with the greateſt expedition, to be fixed, 
when [I left the country. The moſt part of the 
town is undermined; but the only beſt and eaſieſt 
way to beſiege it is, to erect a fortification on the 
upſide of the river, and demoliſh their water bat- 
tery, which will then give our men of war an op- 
portunity of coming up along the fide of the wharf, 


as all the heavy artillery and ſtrength of the place 


lies on the South-ſide of the town, their principal 
magazine is on an eminence of ground to the 
South-eaſt ſide of the city, about two hundred 
yards diſtance from the walls; which is ſtrongly 
fortified on every ſide, as well as having a commu- 
nication under ground, from thence to the middle 
of the citadel; but I further obſerved, that it had 
little or no command on the ſhipping. With ſuch 
like plans, and regular diſcipline obſerved, the moſt 
part of the three diviſions might beſiege it in form, 
and, in a ſhort time, make themſelves maſters of 


it, which would intirely put an end to the war in 


America, and the Briti/h ſoldiers be handſomely re- 
warded for their labour, with the lands and tenz- 
ments of the enemy, as none have more right to 
the poſſeſſion than thoſe that venture their lives to 
purchaſe it; and thoſe who go in the Highland re- 


giments are ſure of making their fortunes, perhaps, 
N without 


* 
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without ever drawing their ſwords, for if we con- 
tinue a war about two years longer Canada will in 
courſe fall into our hands, as it can in no wiſe main- 
tain itſelf, and the troops that are now in it, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of Old France: and our naval force 
being far ſuperior to theirs, by keeping a fleet in 
the river of St. Lawrence, 4 another in the M. i. 
Pippi river, which will intirely cut off the commu- 
nication of the enemy from having any connection 
in North America. 

But as the ſize of this ſhort hiſtory will not per- 
mit me to enlarge any farther, I therefore ſhall. 
conclude with the detail of my own affairs at Aber- 
_— 11 24th of * 1758. 
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The True State of the Caſe beteveen the Author 

x - 0nd the Merchants of Aberdeen, in relation 
to the 7th, . le gn Pages 25 ibis 
_ Book, | | 


* IT H a view /of in that the strength 


and riches of Great Britain are cloſely 
connected with the flouriſhing ſtate of our colonies 
abroad, I publiſhed this treatiſe, containing, A 
plain narrative of the ſavage conduct of our foes 
in that quarter of the globe, deſcribing what I felt, 
and what I was an eye- witneſs of; but neither the 
{ſtrange viciſſitudes of my own fortune, chequer'd 
with uncommon calamities, nor the good intention 
of my performance, could protect me from the re- 
ſentment of the Dean / Guild, and ſome merchants 
of Averdeen, near the place of my nativity, where 
I was gone in queſt of my relations: Becauſe in the 
introduction of my little work I had told, how at 


225 1 8 mM age I was leined when. amuſing "= ; 
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ſelf on the key of that ſea port town, hurried on 
ſhip board, and ſold for a ſlave. Hard fate to ſuffer 
this! Harder ſtill to be proſecuted for telling the 
intereſting tale! I ſaid, ſuch was for ſome years the 
practice of the traders there; be that as it will, I 
named none, I am ſure of my own misfortunes, 
and that of ſeveral other unhappy boys, unwarrant- 
ably carried off in the ſame hip, and with myſelf 
left to periſh, when the ſhip ſtruck aground on the 
coaſt of America. I am not ſkilful enough to ſay, 
whether it was an infringement of the liberty of the 
preſs to impriſon me for publiſhing what I had fo 
much reaſon to believe ; but muſt lament that the 
dread of confinement (before I had found out any 
of my friends, and after upwards of 350 of my 
books, the only immediate means of my ſupport, 
were ſeized) ſhould induce me to ſign a paper pre- 
ſented to me, diſclaiming two or three pages of my 
book, which has been fince carefully inſerted in the 
Aberdeen Journal: And it is ſubmitted to the judg- 
ment of every impartial perſon, whether or no the 
thoughts of being detained priſoner without the be- 
nefit of bail, by ſuch a powerful party as I had to 
deal with at Aberdeen, might not be the ſole mo- 
tive for figning any paper they tendered to me, in 
order to procure my enlargement, - eſpecially as I 
had not then made out my kindred, nor could con- 
ſequently prove the identicy of my perſon, 

That the paper or letter ſaid to be given to them 
was a piece of ther own making is manifeſt ; for 
admitting (though altogether denying that | ever 

ave in any ſu.ch paper) it is abſurd to imagine that 
f would have deſired the ſame to be publiſhed at 
York, where my books were printed: No, any un- 
prejudiced man can eaſily ſee that the ſame was 
only the prod. tion of their ill- will, and calculated 
to wipe off the reproach I had fo juſtly branded 
them with, However, as ſoon as I had my liber- 
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ty I went in queſt of my relations, found ſome of 

them in the ſame county, and got the atteſtations 

of ſome, and the affidavit of others, proving I was 

the perſon, and had been taken away as repreſented 

in the 7th, 8th, and gth pages of my work, be- 

fore one of his majeſty's chief juſtices of the peace, 

for the county of Aberdeen, who certifies the truth 

thereof in manner under- written. | 

But in this place I muſt declare that my intention 

is not to impute this ſcandalous practice called Kid- 

napping to the charge of the whole town of Aber- 

deen, but to ſuch perſons as have actually been 

guilty of it, and thoſe that are now concerned in pro- 
ſecuting me, for intimating I was ſtolen from that 

town; and as I can make it appear that I was 

gaken away, when not in the capacity to go of 
myſelf; on the contrary, if any in the city of Mer- 

deen think themſclves injured by my laying Kidnap- 
ping to their charge, let them or any of them make 
it appear that my parents ſold me, or that I went off 

by the conſent of any of my relations, if fo, I ſhall 

make them all the ſatisfaction I am able; but if ſuch 

2 thing was poſſible for my kindred to diſpoſe of me 
to the merchants, certainly my adverſaries would 


- have had it on record, and publiſhed it againſt me 


before this time, which if they do not prove, one 
ſhould think I ought to have reſtitution for my books 
and money they unlawfully took from me, and was 
determined to uſe me worſe than did the very ſa- 
vages themſelves, had it not been for the goodneſs 
of Sir Archibald Grant, baronet, who examined 
proper witneſles ſufficient to maintain the truth of 
my being cariied off from Aberdeen, as repreſented 


by me, 


De 
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The following is the Atteſtation, vindicating the 
Truth of PETER WILLIAusoN, the Au- 
thor, his being carried off from Aberdeen; 
taken before Sir ARCyIBalLD GRANT, of 
Monymuſk, Bari. Justice of the Peace, af- 
ter he was releaſed from priſon. 


At Monymuſk-houſe, in the county of 

Aberdeen, July 3, 1758. 

OMPEARED before me Sir Archibald 

Grant, of Monymuſe, Bart. one of his majeſ- 
tyꝰ's juſtices of the peace for the ſaid county, PETER 
WILLIAMS0N, late of the province of Pen/ylvania, 
in America, and ſome time a ſoldier in the king's 
ſervice there, and laſt in the king's royal regiment 
of Scots; from which he was diſcharged, as ap- 
pears by his diſcharge from general Sir James Sin- 
clair, under his hand and ſeal, which he produced 
to me, for verification thereof: And repreſented 
that whereas ſome malicious perſons had threatened 
to diſturb him as a vagrant, alledging that he was 
not a native of this country, nor had any relations, 
or connections. in it; which might prove inconve- 
nient to him, whilſt he remained with his friends 
in this country; as alſo in other countries, where 
his buſineſs might require him to go; he intending 
to return to England, to prepare for and get his 
paſſage back to Penſylvania, where he has the pro- 
- perty of ſome land; from which he was taken by 
the Indians in 1754; and therefore deſired that he 
might have a certificate from a juſtice of the peace, 
of the place of his nativity, being deſcended of 
honeſt parents, upon his producing proper evidences 
thereof, and that he was reputed a man againſt 
whom there was no legal objections. 

For the verification of the above, beſides the 


diſcharge from general Sinc air a 
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he produced a certificate from the rev. William Fer- 
Vith, miniſter of the pariſh of Aleyne, in this couti- 
iy, narrating the time of his birth, extracted hom 
that pariſh regiſter, and of his being deſcendid of 
honeſt parents, then reſiding there; his father, be- 
ing then a farmer in that pariſh: And alſo delivered 
me a letter, directed to me, from Robert Chalmers, 
of Balracraige, elq; and likewiſe another letter to 
me, from Francis Frazer, of Finaraci, eſq; who 
are gentlemen of eſtates in this county; and both 
of them atteſting that he was ſon of James Mil. 
liamſen, mentioned 1 in the rev. miniſter of Atojne's 
atteſtation ; and that two of his brothers had been 


in their ſervices, who had behaved themſelves: un- 


exceptionably ; one of them is now in colonel 
Moritgomery's Highland regiment, now in America, 
*and the othereſti!! living in the eſtate of Zindrach; 
"and, that they Know, or are well informed, of 


Peer having. ſevetal 1 her relations of good: . 
I 


racter in the e coun all of them 'owned him as 
their relatiom; a one of whom they never 
heard any thing Fa and that they were 
alſo well informed that Peter, when aboi't eight 
years. of age, was carried or went off 49. America, 
and Had ſince obtained a ſettlement” in Henſ lun is. 
Aud he further produced before me Y I iſſan, 
in the 'patiſh of Lumpharan, and Alexander Wil- 
lam ſos, in the pariſt; of Nincdt din, both in this 
county, * who made affidavit that the) knew Petir 
And his parents as abovementioned ; and that about 
18 years ago he left the country to go to Aberdaen 
to a coulin; and that tfey knew: him. to be the 
1 perſon upon his return now. Wherefore I 

o hereby certify the truth of all the above, Wit- 
A my hand and 375 time and place above- 


=” mentioned. Na 
| Signed by I DEG? "GRANT, JoPs 
£3 | ROB. YOUNG, Clerk. 
. 
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